Harassment  Violence  against  Indochinese  Refugees 


By  Betty  Hok-Ming  Lam 

The  frequency  of  incidents 
directed  against  Indochinese 
refugees  reported  in  Dorchester 
has  raised  the  question  of  why 
the  situation  is  so  tense  in  that 
particular  area. 

According  to  Ted  Hartry,  di¬ 
rector  of  the  International  Res¬ 
cue  Committee  (IRC)  which 
sponsors  and  helps  resettle  re¬ 
fugees,  Dorchester  does  not  have 
the  largest  concentration  of 
Indochinese.  Allston-Brighton 
ranks  highest  in  Indochinese 
population,  followed  by  Dor¬ 
chester,  East  Boston,  Charles¬ 
town,  Revere,  North  Shore  and 
South  Shore. 

He  said  fewer  troubles  reported 
in  other  areas  does  not  necessar¬ 
ily  mean  that  those  areas  are 
free  of  racial  incidents.  He  point¬ 
ed  out  that  Dorchester  is  a  raci¬ 
ally  mixed  area  with  Blacks, 
Hispanics,  Haitians,  Indochin¬ 
ese,  and  Cubans,  and  different 
ethnic  backgrounds  make  some 
areas  more  vulnerable  to  dis¬ 
turbances. 

“I  would  say  that  there  is  no 
concerted  effort  in  the  com¬ 
munity  to  drive  them  out,”  Hart¬ 
ry  said.  He  explained  that  the 
young  kids  are  looking  for  the 
most  vulnerable  people  in  the 
community.  The  kids  know  that 
the  Indochinese  probably  do  not 
speak  English  well  and  might 
not  know  how  to  protect  them¬ 
selves  by  calling  the  police,  lie 
said.  Sometimes  the  Indochinese 
are  overly  polite,  according  to 
Hartry,  which  gives  the  wrong 
impression  that  they  are  timid. 

“People  take  advantage  of 
them  (Indochinese)  and  would 
pick  on  them  rather  than  some¬ 
body  else,”  he  said. 

Hartry  said  he  would  rather 
not  speculate  on  what  really 
happened  at  Coleman  Street  on 
July  24.  Buthefeltthat  probably 
would  not  have  happened  in 


front  of  a  home  of  a  white  family. 
“They  would  know  how  to  deal 
with  them.  The  police  would 
have  been  called,”  he  said. 

Moira  Lucey,  services  coor¬ 
dinator  of  International  Institute 
of  Boston,  said  that  refugees  are 
not  assigned  by  specific  rules  to 
a  particular  area  in  the  city.  It 
all  depends  on  the  area’s  avail¬ 
ability  of  housing  and  services, 
accessibility  to  public  transpor¬ 
tation,  and  the  agency’s  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  landlords. 

Hartry  explained  that  there 
is  a  lot  of  secondary  migration 
among  Indochinese.  When  some 
refugees  are  put  in  the  suburban 


areas,  they  feel  isolated  and 
want  to  move  to  where  there  are 
more  people  who  can  speak  their 
own  language.  Besides  that,  he 
said,  the  foremost  concern  of 
most  Indochinese  is  how  to  live 
most  cheaply  and  save  the  most 
money  and  Dorchester  is  where 
affordable  housing  can  generally 
be  found. 

Ben  Tu,  counselor  at  the  Indo¬ 
chinese  Psychiatry  Clinic  Project 
at  the  Brighton  Marine  Hospital, 
said  he  found  no  problem  living 
at  peace  in  many  neighborhoods 
in  Boston,  which  included  China¬ 
town,  South  Boston,  Dorchester, 
Jamaica  Plain,  and  now  Allston. 


But  he  said  the  language  barrier 
might  be  the  biggest  obstacle 
between  Indochinese  and  their 
neighbors. 

Many  of  Tu’s  Vietnamese 
friends  told  him  they  dare  not 
say  hello  to  their  American  neigh¬ 
bors  because  they  would  not 
know  what  to  say  if  a  conversa¬ 
tion  is  started. 

“If  we  don’t  talk  with  people, 
there  will  be  misunderstanding, 
I  would  say  it  is  up  to  the  indi¬ 
vidual  to  make  a  place  safe  to 
live,”  Tu  said. 

De  Pham,  who  lives  in  Dor¬ 
chester,  remarked  that  not 
everywhere  in  Dorchester  is  un¬ 


safe  for  Indochinese  because 
where  she  lives  now  is  relatively 
calm.  But  there  were  cases  of 
rock-throwing  and  harrassment 
on  the  streets  experienced  by 
her  former  roommate  who  bved 
in  another  section  of  Dorchester. 

Pham’s  roommate  and  her 
family  lived  in  an  apartment  in 
which  the  former  tenant  was  an 
American  family  evicted  by  the 
landlord  because  they  were  sev¬ 
eral  months’  behind  in  rent  pay¬ 
ments.  After  the  Vietnamese 
family  moved  into  the  apart¬ 
ment,  there  were  incidents  of 
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Nguyen  Pham  Helps  Police 
Reach  Indochinese  Refugees 


By  Gloria  Chun 

Intellectualizing  the  process 
of  harassment,  changing  a  situ¬ 
ation  from  a  physical,  irrational 
confrontation  into  a  personal 
dialogue  was  the  strategy  that 
worked  for  nearly  two  years  for 
Nguyen  Pham. 

Pham,  a  refugee  from  Viet¬ 
nam,  is  a  new  member  of  the 
staff  of  the  Community  Dis¬ 
orders  Unit  of  the  Boston  Police 
Department.  The  CD  unit,  as  its 

resident  officers  refer  to  it,  is  a 

special  investigative  body  of  the 
police  department  charged  with 
implementation  of  the  State  Civil 
Rights  law  and  the  monitoring 
of  racially-motivated  crimes  and 
harassment. 

Pham  could  be  the  key  link  to 
solving  many  of  the  cases  in¬ 
volving  the  Vietnamese  refugee 
community,  a  community  which 
over  the  past  few  years,  has 
experienced  increasing  numbers 


of  incidents  of  racial  harass¬ 
ment. 

Language  has  been  the  bar¬ 
rier,  as  well  as  the  refugees’ 
mistrust,  and  fear  of  uniformed 
police.  Pham,  an  articulate, 
English-speaking  refugee  who 
has  been  in  the  United  States 
for  two  years,  serves  as  the 
translator  for  the  unit.  More 
important,  he  is  a  watchdog  for 
incidents  that  are  not  initially 
reported;  he  seeks  out  victims, 
and  educates  and  informs  them 

of  their  rights,  and  the  im¬ 
portance  of  serving  as  witnesses 
in  crimes  and  offensive  acts  in 
order  to  stop  continued  harass¬ 
ment. 

Pham  himself  is  a  victim. 

For  him,  a  single  male  living 
in  Dorchester  (which  has  the 
highest  incidence  in  Boston  of 
reported  harassment),  the  life  of 
a  Vietnamese  refugee  trying  to 
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Nguyen  “Win”  Pham  ,  Vietnamese  translator  in  the  Boston 
Police  Dept’s  Community  Disorders  Unit, sits  in  front  of  a  map  of 
the  city’s  neighborhoods.  Pins  show  where  acts  of  violence  and 
harassment  against  Asian  refugees  have  been  reported.  [Photo 
courtesy  of  the  Boston  Police  Department] 


U.S.  justice  Department  Refers 
Vincent  Chin  Case  to  Federal  Grand  Jury 


By  Doris  Sue  Wong 

The  U.S.  Department  of 
Justice  (DOJ)  announced  Aug¬ 
ust  4  its  decision  to  seek  federal 
grand  jury  indictments  of  two 
white  men  on  charges  of 
violating  federal  civil  rights 
statutes  in  the  beating  death  of 
Vincent  Chin. 

A  23-member  grand  jury  will 
be  convened  in  Detroit  Septem¬ 
ber  7  to  receive  evidence  and 
decide  whether  in  fact  any  civil 
rights  violations  had  occurred. 

Meanwhile,  the  Detroit- 
based  civil  rights  group  Ameri- 
can  Citizens  for  Justice  (ACJ) 
plans  to  go  forward  with  an 
appeal  of  the  case  in  Michigan 

courts.  ,, 

Vincent  Chin,  a  27-year-old 
Chinese  American  draftsman, 
was  clubbed  to  death  with  a 
baseball  bat  in  Detroit  on  June 
19,  1982.  His  two  attackers 
reportedly  hurled  racial  slurs  at 
him  and  mistook  him  tor  being 
Japanese  while  at  a  nightclub 


the  evening  the  beating  took 
place.  After  pleading  guilty  to 
charges  reduced  from  second 
degree  murder  to  man¬ 
slaughter,  Ronald  Ebens  and 
Michael  Nitz  were  placed  on 
three  years  probation  and  fined 
$3000  each. 

At  the  urging  of  the  Organi¬ 
zation  of  Chinese  Americans 
(OCA)  the  Justice  Department 
instructed  the  Federal  Bureau 
of  Investigation  (FBI)  in  May  to 
begin  investigating  the  case  for 
federal  civil  rights  violations. 

In  an  August  4  press  state¬ 
ment,  Assistant  Attorney  Gen¬ 
eral  William  Bradford  Rey¬ 
nolds,  head  of  the  DOJ’s  civil 
rights  division,  stated,  “Based 
on  evidence  developed  by  the 
Federal  Bureau  of  Investiga¬ 
tion,  I  have  concluded  that  this 
matter  will  be  presented  to  a 
federal  grand  jury.” 

Although  a  Justice  Depart¬ 
ment  spokesperson  declined  to 
discuss  the  details  of  the  case,  it 
is  believed  one  of  the  issues  to 


be  considered  by  the  grand  jury 
is  whether  the  right  of  Vincent 
Chin  to  enjoy  a  public  facility 
had  been  denied  by  Ebens  and 
Nitz. 

OCA  National  President 
Robert  Wu  stated  that  during  a 
meeting  with  OCA  and  ACJ 
representatives  earlier  this 
summer,  Reynolds  had  also 
indicated  that  he  believed  that 
the  sentences  handed  down 
against  Ebens  and  Nitz  were 
“grossly  unfair  and  much  too 
light”  and  Chin’s  death  was  “a 
tragically  violent  killing.” 

OCA  Executive  Director 
Laura  Chin  said  that  the  Justice 
Department’s  decision  to  seek 
grand  jury  indictments  was 
“just  one  more  step  forward 
and  w-e’ve  still  got  a  long  way  to 
go.”  She  said  OCA  plans  to 
continue  to  follow  the  case 
closely  as  it  goes  through  the 
federal  judicial  process,  which 
may  take  years. 

Though  the  case  might  be  a 
“politically  good  issue”  for  the 


Justice  Department  to  take  on 
at  this  time  because  of  recent 
criticism  levied  against  the 
Reagan  administration’s  atti¬ 
tude  toward  civil  rights,  still 
“that’s  good  for  us,”  Chin 
noted.  “It’s  the  first  time  in  a 
long  time  the  Chinese  American 
community  in  this  country  has 
been  able  to  galvanize  and 
make  itself  known  and  heard  to 
the  federal  government.” 

“But  the  work  doesn’t  stop. 
We  have  to  continue  to  organize. 
We  are  more  powerful  as  a 
community  when  we  organize  to 
educate  policymakers,”  she 
added.  “In  general  we  have  to 
be  vigilant  because  we  bear  the 
brunt  of  racial  discrimination 
and  incidents  of  racial  vio¬ 
lence.” 

Chin  said  that  OCA,  through 
its  26  chapters  around  the 
country,  is  currently  setting  up 
a  network  to  collect  information 
and  lobbying  congress  to  hold 
hearings  and  the  U.S.  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Civil  Rights  to  conduct  a 


study  on  racial  violence  commit¬ 
ted  against  Asians  in  this 
country. 

“Very  little  information  has 
been  collected  on  Asian  Ameri¬ 
cans.  Hearings  and  studies 
have  been  conducted  on  other 
groups,  but  Asian  Americans 
have  not  been  given  that  same 
type  of  attention.  So  if  no  one 
looks  at  it,  we’ve  got  to,  so  that 
when  the  commission  or  con¬ 
gress  is  ready  to  look  at  it,  we’re 
ready  and  don’t  just  have  empty 
words,”  Chin  said. 

She  explained  that  by  re¬ 
questing  a  commission  study 
and  congressional  hearings, 
OCA  hoped  to  bring  more 
national  and  media  attention  to 
the  issue  of  racial  violence 
against  Asians  and  to  educate 
policymakers,  the  general  pub¬ 
lic,  and  Asian  Americans  them¬ 
selves  on  the  issue  of  racial 
crimes  against  Asians. 

“We  have  to  educate  policy- 

Continued  on  page  2 
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Legends  Behind  the  August  Moon  Festival 


The  following  excerpts  from 
THE  MOON  YEAR  by  Bredon 
and  Mitrophanow  (1966)  reveal 
some  of  the  traditions,  beliefs, 
and  customs  behind  the  August 
Moon  Festival. 

*  *  *  *  * 

The  eighth  moon  (of  the  lunar 
calendar)  is  the  Harvest  Moon 
par  excellence.  Though  Chinese 
farmers  gather  several  crops  a 
year,  this  is  the  time  when  they 
cut  the  giant  kao  liang,  green  as 
jade  and  red  as  burgundy,  when 
they  carry  home  the  golden 
maize.  The  simple  rhythm  of 
the  flail  resounds  from  every 
threshing-floor  in  North  China, 
and  the  creak  of  the  stone  mill 
turned  by  blindfolded  donkeys 
is  heard  in  every  village. 

Their  heavy  labours  over,  the 
peasants  again  worship  their 
earth-gods  with  the  same  old- 
fashioned  rites  used  in  the  sec¬ 
ond  moon. 


*The  most  enjoyable  function 
was  probably  the  theatricals 
held  in  almost  every  village. 
Although  a  precious  amusement 
to  the  local  communities,  their 
real  motive  is  to  entertain  the 
gods  whose  reactions  in  China 
are  always  very  human.  For 
this  reason,  the  stage  of  the 
open-air  theatre,  generally  at¬ 
tached  to  the  temple  although 
outside  the  compound,  faces  the 
main  shrine  so  that  the  “Invis¬ 
ible  Ones”  may  have  a  good 
view  of  the  play  over  the  heads 
of  the  audience. 

Peasant  audiences  are  not 
hard  to  please.  They  require  no 
seating  accommodation  but  pa¬ 
tiently  stand,  squat  on  the 
ground,  or,  if  there  be  room, 
unharness  their  mules  and 
watch  the  performance  from 
their  carts  ranged  in  a  row  facing 
the  stage.  They  want  no  drama¬ 
tic  novelties,  no  elaborate  prop¬ 
erties.  The  stage  is  a  simple 


affair,  entirely  open  to  inspec¬ 
tion,  hut  imagination  supplies 
all  deficiencies  of  scenery.  Final¬ 
ly,  they  ask  no  all-star  com¬ 
panies,  but  are  content  with 
even  a  rude  troupe  of  mummers. 

The  Harvest  Festival  coincides 
with  the  Moon’s  Birthday,  so 
that  the  fifteenth  of  the  eighth 
month  is  a  double  feast,  one  of 
the  most  important  in  the  Chin¬ 
ese  calendar.  The  Queen  of  Night 
represents  the  fluid  element  of 
the  universe,  because  the  Chin¬ 
ese  early  discovered  her  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  ocean  tides.  “The 
Moon,”  they  say,  “consists  of 
the  Yin  fluid,  or  water.”  Now 
nature,  according  to  their  theory, 
is  controlled,  as  we  have  seen, 
by  two  great  principles,  the  Yang 
and  the  Yin,  the  Yang  being 
male  and  the  Yin  female.  The 
Sun  personifies  the  Yang,  the 
source  of  virile  energy,  light 
and  heat,  the  Moon  the  Yin,  the 
source  of  moisture,  especially  in 


the  form  of  clouds  and  rain....The 
two  form  a  heavenly  couple  who 
have  charge  of  the  worlds  and  its 

affairs.... 

The  Chinese  fixed  the  date  of 
the  Moon  Festival  in  the  eighth 
moon — the  season  when  the 
female  principle  began  to  take 
the  upper  hand  in  Nature;  that 
is  to  say,  when  summer  heat 
gave  place  to  autumn  coolness, 
and  summer  brightness  to  winter 
darkness.  Its  fifteenth  night  is 
the  moon’s  apogee.  At  no  other 
time  is  she  so  bright  or  brilliant. 
Then,  and  only  then,  the  Chinese 
say  “she  is  perfectly  round.” 

Feminine  herself,  the  night 
lantern  is,  not  unnaturally,  the 
patronness  of  women,  and  in 
every  family  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
women  to  worship  her.  There  is 
a  saying:  “Men  must  not  worship 
the  Moon,  women  must  not 
sacrifice  to  the  Kitchen  God.” 

Some  women  bake  their  moon- 
cakes  themselves  as  an  act  of 


piety,  in  remembrance  of  the 
deliverance  of  their  forbears  from 
the  oppressors,  and  stuff  them 
extravagantly,  if  they  can  afford 
it,  with  bits  of  lard,  spices, 
melon-seeds,  almonds,  orange- 
peel,  and  sugar.  In  cities,  confec¬ 
tioners  present  them  to  the  poor — 
for,  says  the  proverb,  “even  to 
dream  of  a  moon-cake  foretells 
riches,” — and  in  villages 
“moon-cake  societies”  are  often 
formed.  A  skilled  baker  acts  as 
treasurer,  and  all  the  members 
contribute  a  few  coppers  monthly 
so  that,  when  the  festival  comes 
round,  every  family  is  supplied 
with  the  luscious  yueh  ping. 
decorated  with  rude  pictures  of 
the  Moon  Hare  or  the  Moon 
Toad. 

— Submitted  by  Tong  Jones 
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Afghan  Sewn  by  Chinese  Elderly 
to  be  Festival  Raffle  Prize 


The  elderly  of  the  Greater 
South  Cove  Golden  Age  Center’s 
arts  and  crafts  class  this  year 
have  sewn  a  colorful  decorative 
afghan  now'  on  display  in  the 
front  window  of  the  Shawmut 
Bank  at  the  corner  of  Harrison 
and  Beach  Streets  in  Chinatown. 

Meanwhile,  participants  of  the 
Center’s  Adult  Day  Health  Pro¬ 


gram  are  now  working  on  a 
yarn  rug  featuring  a  big  panda. 

These  two  pieces  of  handiwork 
will  be  displayed  and  offered  as 
raffle  prizes  at  the  August  Moon 
Festival  on  August  21  in  China¬ 
town.  Proceeds  from  the  raffle 
tickets,  which  w'ill  be  on  sale 
this  month,  will  benefit  the  arts 
and  crafts  programs  for  the 
elderly. 


14th  Annual  August  Moon  Festival  Schedule 

The  Chinese  community  will  hold  its  14th  Annual  August  Moon 
Festival  in  Chinatown  on  Sunday,  August  21  from  12  noon-5  p.m. 

The  festival  planning  committee,  which  includes  both  Boston 
and  suburban  Chinese,  chose  Chinese  games  and  arts  and  crafts  to 
be  the  theme  for  this  year’s  celebration.  Brush  painting,  mask 
making,  flower  making,  paper  folding,  Chinese  lantern  making, 
and  shuttle  cock  will  be  among  the  games  and  handicrafts  featured 
at  tables  set  up  along  Hudson  Street.  A  Chinese  teahouse,  a 
carnival,  and  a  neighborhood  crime  prevention  exhibit  will  also  be 
a  part  of  this  year’s  celebration. 

The  following  is  a  tentative  schedule  of  entertainment  to  be 
offered  during  the  course  of  the  day. 

noon  —  Welcoming  remarks  by  Bill  Chin  of  the  Chinese  Consol¬ 
idated  Benevolent  Association 
12:15 — Lion  Dance 

12:45  —  Chinese  Folk  Dances  by  the  Kwong  Kow  Chinese  Language 
School  students 

1:30  —  Contemporary  Chinese  Songs  and  Instrumental  Music  by 

the  Sojourners 

2:00  —  Classical  Chinese  Music  by  the  Kew  Sing  Music  Club 
2:30  —  Martial  Arts  Demonstrations 

3:00  —  Children’s  Chinese  Folk  Dance  by  the  Greater  Boston 
Chinese  Cultural  Association 

3:30  —  Traditional  and  Contemporary  Vietnamese  Folk  Songs 
4:00  —  Martial  Arts  Demonstrations 
4:30  —  Contemporary  Chinese  Songs  by  Rose  Chew 
5:00  —  Traditional  Khmer  Dances  by  the  Cambodian  Community 
of  Massachusetts  Dance  Troupe 


Police  to  Sponsor  Crime  Prevention  Exhibit 


The  Boston  Police  Department 
will  sponsor  a  neighborhood 
crime  prevention  exhibition  at 
the  August  Moon  Festival  on 
Sunday,  August  21  from  12:00 
to  4:00  p.m.  at  the  corner  of 
Beach  Street  and  the  Surface 
Artery. 

“The  purpose  of  the  exhibit,” 
according  to  Commissioner 
Joseph  M.  Jordan,  “is  to  foster 
better  police  community  rela¬ 
tions  by  making  the  community 
aware  of  all  the  services  the 
Department  offers  and  by  foster¬ 
ing  the  development  of  local 
crime  watches  and  safe  street 
programs.” 

Jordan  also  noted,  “The  ex¬ 
hibit  will  also  attempt  to  impart 
crime  prevention  tips  so  that  we 
can  help  to  stop  crime  before  it 
happens.” 

At  the  exhibit  speakers  will 
explain  the  uses  of  the  emer¬ 
gency  services  rescue  truck,  the 


SWAT  truck,  the  bomb  trailer, 
the  special  operations  armored 
vehicle,  and  the  latest  model  of 
the  police  cruiser,  which  will  all 
be  on  public  display. 

Among  the  other  exhibits  and 
demonstrations  that  will  be  pre¬ 
sented  by  departmental  units: 
an  exhibition  of  safety  locks 
and  alarm  systems;  demonstra¬ 
tions  by  the  anti-burglary  task 
force;  CPR  demonstrations  by 
police  academy  personnel;  a  drug 
display;  safety  demonstrations 
by  Officer  Friendly;  a  communi¬ 
cations  display  and  demonstra¬ 
tion  of  the  Boston  police  radio 
system;  radar  demonstrations 
measuring  the  speed  of  a  tossed 
softball;  canine  demonstrations. 

Police  personnel  will  be  sta¬ 
tioned  throughout  the  exhibit 
area  to  answer  questions.  Bro¬ 
chures  on  crime  prevention  will 
be  available  as  well  as  informa¬ 
tion  on  police  recruitment  and 
the  cadet  program. 


*  Vincent  Chin 


Continued  from  page  1 

makers  to  some  of  the  dangers 
we  see,  such  as  recurrences  of 
past  experiences  that  in  times  of 
high  unemployment,  foreignors 
get  blamed.  And  who  looks 
more  foreign  than  Asians? 
We’re  as  much  a  part  of 


America  as  other  people.  We 
have  substantial  history  and 
made  substantial  inroads  which 
are  not  acknowledged.  We  have 
to  educate  the  public  and  our 
own  people  about  how  we  feel 
about  this  and  that  Asian 
Americans  are  as  American  as 
any  other  ethnic  group,”  Chin 
explained. 

ACJ  Chair  Kin  H.  Yee  was 
also  cautious  in  his  reaction  to 
the  Justice  Department’s  re¬ 
quest  for  grand  jury  indict¬ 
ments.  “Naturally  we’re 


pleased  with  the  Department  of 
Justice’s  decision  to  initiate  a 
grand  jury  investigation.  But 
it’s  only  a  beginning.  It’s  a  step 
toward  our  goal  for  getting 
justice  for  Vincent  Chin.” 

Yee  said  attorneys  for  ACJ 
soon  plan  to  file  an  appeal  of 
three  motions  in  the  Michigan 
Court  of  Appeals  or  State 
Supreme  Court.  The  three 
motions  last  April  were  brought 
before  and  later  denied  by 
Wayne  County  Circuit  Judge 
Charles  Kaufman,  who  issued 


the  original  sentences  against 
Ebens  and  Nitz.  The  ACJ 
sought  to  have  Judge  Kaufman 
vacate  the  original  sentences 
and  issue  new  ones,  to  have  Lily 
Chin,  the  victim’s  mother  and 
heir,  and  a  personal  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  victim’s  estate 
recognized  as  interveners,  and 
to  allow  a  special  prosecutor  to 
be  appointed  to  the  case. 

Yee  said  that  if  the  appeal  is 
successful  it  would  probably 
mean  Judge  Kaufman  would  be 
ordered  to  re-examine  the  case. 
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Chinatown  Holds  Mayoral  Candidates  Forum 


MAYORAL  HOPEFULS  AT 

CHINATOWN  CANDIDATES  NIGHT.  .  . 


Mel  King 


David  Finnegan 


Frederick  Langone 


Michael  Gelber 


Lawrence  DiCara 


[Photos  by  Doris  Sue  Wong) 


By  Doris  Sue  Wong 

Some  200  Chinatown-South 
Cove  residents  and  workers 
gathered  at  the  Quincy  Com¬ 
munity  School  Cafeteria  July 
26  to  meet  and  hear  Boston'9 
nine  Mayoral  candidates  ad¬ 
dress  issues  facing  the  local 
Asian  community. 

Chinatown  Candidates  Night, 
conducted  in  Chinese  and  Eng¬ 
lish,  included  questions  from 
panelists  and  the  audience. 
Suzanne  Lee  served  as  moder¬ 
ator,  Henry  Wong,  Neil  Chin, 
Kam  Lee,  and  Vincent  Moy  as 
panelists,  and  Bet  Har  Wong, 
Regina  Lee,  and  Richard  Cheng 
as  translators.  Because  of  time 
limitations,  each  question  was 
directed  to  specific  candidates. 

Panelist  Henry  Wong  asked 
Raymond  Flynn,  David  Finne¬ 
gan,  and  Dennis  Kearney  to 
describe  what  resources  they 
would  commit  to  the  Chinatown- 
South  Cove  area  for  housing 
and  how  they  would  go  about 
doing  it. 

Flynn,  past  state  representa¬ 
tive  and  currently  a  city  council¬ 
lor,  said  he  would  devise  a  for¬ 
mula  that  would  allow  down¬ 
town  development  to  continue 
but  also  balance  it  with  the 
“legitimate”  housing  needs  of 
the  Chinese  community. 

Finnegan,  past  school  com¬ 
mittee  president  and  currently 
a  radio  talk  show  host,  said  he 
would  propose  a  housing  policy 
which  would  identify  the  com¬ 
munity’s  housing  priorities  and 
create  a  “superfund  or  venture 
capital  fund”  which  would  be 
made  available  to  neighbor¬ 
hoods  for  community  develop¬ 
ment.  Monies  for  the  fund,  he 
stated,  would  be  obtained 

through  a  percentage  of  the  sates 

of  public  properties  and  manda¬ 
tory  contributions  which  would 
become  a  part  of  any  new  devel¬ 
opment  proposals  in  the  city. 

Dennis  Kearney,  former  state 
representative  and  currently 
sheriff  of  Suffolk  County,  stated 
he  would  recommend  that  a 
housing  specialist  or  coordinator 
be  appointed  in  the  mayor’s 
office  to  establish  a  program 
which  identifies  under-utilized 
buildings  in  Chinatown,  such 
as  vacant  warehouses  and  fac¬ 
tories,  that  can  be  converted 
into  moderate  income  housing. 
He  also  said  he  would  make  city 
government  the  focal  point  for 
referring  neighborhood  groups 
and  individuals  to  institutions 
for  financial  and  special  assist¬ 
ance. 

In  his  next  question,  Wong 
requested  Lawrence  DiCara,  Mel 
King,  and  Robert  Kiley  to  state 
their  positions  on  rent  and  con¬ 
dominium  control  regulations 
that  would  protect  all  the  resi¬ 
dents,  including  new  immi¬ 
grants,  in  Chinatown  and  South 
Cove. 

DiCara,  past  city  council  pres¬ 
ident  and  currently  an  attorney, 
stated  that  although  he  voted 
for  the  current  rent  control  law, 
he  considered  it  to  be  a  “stop 
gap  measure.”  He  suggested  that 
because  the  “real  problem”  is 
the  lack  of  adequate  housing  in 
Boston,  city  government  should 
offer  the  same  kinds  of  incentives 
for  residential  development  as 
has  been  in  place  for  downtown 
development  for  the  past  twenty 
years.  He  added  that  the  mayor 
has  a  moral  as  wrell  as  legal 
obligation  “to  fight  for  those 
kinds  of  housing  subsidies  we 
can  no  longer  have.” 

King,  a  former  state  represen¬ 
tative,  noted  that  in  Chinatown 
it  is  particularly  important  to 
have  rent  and  condominium 
control  since  the  choice  of  hous¬ 
ing  is  more  limited  than  for 
other  populations.  He  said  he 
was  in  favor  of  expanding  cur¬ 
rent  rent  and  condominium  con¬ 
trol  ordinances  and  also  building 
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GUESTCOMMENTARY 


Unity  Needed  to  Fight  for  Equal  Job  Opportunities 


By  Ken  Yee  and  Joe  Chan 
Chinatown  People’s  Progressive 
Association 

The  employment  situation  for  Chinese 
is  getting  worse.  Both  the  garment  and 
restaurant  industries  are  in  decline.  Many 
families  are  finding  it  more  and  more 
difficult  to  pay  the  rent  and  keep  food  on 
the  table. 

The  weak  economy  is  one  cause  of  the 
problem.  But  the  fact  is  that  Chinese 
have  always  been  discriminated  against. 
Our  130  years  of  history  in  this  country 
have  proven  this  fact.  While  building  the 
railroad,  our  forefathers  had  to  work 
longer  hours,  do  the  most  dangerous 
work,  and  receive  less  pay  than  the 
white  workers.  In  1882,  the  Chinese 
Excl  usion  Act  was  passed  to  stop  Chi  nese 
immigration  to  this  country.  For  the 
Chinese  who  were  already  here,  they 
were  not  allowed  to  work  in  most  jobs. 
They  found  work  mainly  in  the  laundries, 
which  were  jobs  that  white  people  did 
not  want.  In  the  last  few  decades,  the 
laundries  have  been  replaced  by  the 
restaurants  and  garment  shops.  But  this 
reflects  the  continued  discrimination  that 
Chinese  face  in  employment.  Chinese 
people  should  have  the  right  to  work  in 
any  jobs  for  which  they  are  qualified, 


without  discrimination,  prejudice,  or 
harassment. 

Presently  the  garment  and  restaurant 
industries  are  in  trouble.  This  is  all  the 
more  reason  why  we  must  have  equal 
opportunities  in  all  jobs.  We  should  have 
the  same  rights  as  anybody  else  to  work 
in  hotels,  electronics,  plumbing,  con¬ 
struction,  sales,  etc.  But  racism  and 
discrimination  still  exist  very  strongly, 
especially  during  these  times  of  economic 
recession.  Therefore  we  must  unite  our¬ 
selves,  work  together,  and  demand  our 
equal  rights.  We  must  confront  the  busi¬ 
ness  bosses  and  politicians,  and  demand 
equal  job  opportunities. 

Hotel  is  practically  the  only  industry 
that  is  expanding  in  Boston.  The  Westin 
Hotel  at  Copley  Square  has  just  opened 
in  July.  A  new  Marriott  Hotel,  also  at 
Copley  Square,  will  open  in  early  1984. 
Lafayette  Place  is  scheduled  to  open  this 
October,  with  its  hotel,  the  Intercontinen¬ 
tal,  opening  in  June  of  next  year.  Even 
though  hotel  jobs  are  not  great,  they  do 
offer  a  livelihood  and  some  long  term 
security.  The  starting  pay  of  a  house¬ 
keeper  at  the  Westin  Hotel  is  $5.15  per 
hour.  Health  insurance  is  provided  and 
benefits  are,  in  general,  better  than  the 
garment  and  restaurant  industries.  But 


LETTER  TO  THE  EDITOR 


Chinese  in  America  Subjected 
to  a  History  of  Injustices 


Your  excellent  July  editorial  on  the 
Vincent  Chin  tragedy  rightly  pointed 
out  that  ever  since  Chinese  people  began 
coming  to  live  in  America,  thev  have 
been  subjected  to  various  pernicious  in¬ 
justices:  social,  economic,  and  legal. 

The  Chinese  in  America  have  been 
well-known  for  their  hard  work,  sacri¬ 
fice,  peaceful  and  quiet  ways,  and  for 
their  strong  family  life.  But  these  same 
virtues  have  made  them  unpopular  with 
many  Americans  who  have  viewed  and 
continue  to  view  Chinese  people  as  eco¬ 
nomic  and  social  threats.  The  late  Senator 
George  Hearst,  for  example,  once  wrote 
that  “One  of  my  greatest  objections  to 
them  [Chinese]  is  that  they  can  do  more 
work  than  our  people  and  live  on  less, 
and  for  that  reason. ..they  could  drive  our 
laborers  to  the  wall.” 

Others  manifested  a  racist  attitude 
towards  Chinese.  For  example,  one  wit¬ 
ness  who  appeared  before  the  Joint  Con¬ 
gressional  Committee  to  Investigate 
Chinese  Immigration  in  1876  stated: 
“[The  Chinese  are]  as  inferior  to  any 
race  God  ever  made.. ..There  are  none  so 
low.  I  believe  that  the  Chinese  have  no 
souls  to  save,  and  if  they  have,  they  are 
not  worth  saving.” 

Spokesmen  for  American  labor  also 
expressed  racist  sentiments  regarding 
the  Chinese.  They  viewed  the  Chinese  as 
economic  and  social  threats.  According 
to  one  AFL  Convention  Report,  the 
“Chinese  brought  with  them  nothing 
but  filth,  vice  and  disease.. ..All  efforts  to 
elevate  them  to  a  higher  standard  have 
proven  futile.”  Samuel  Gompers,  who  at 
the  time  was  AFL  President,  declared 
that  “Every  incoming  coolie  means. ..so 


much  more  vice  and  immorality  injected 
into  our  social  life.”  Both  Gompers  and 
Herman  Guttstadt  of  the  AFL  even 
charged  that  “The  offspring  of  mis¬ 
cegenation  between  Americans  and 
Asiatics  are  invariably  degenerate.” 

A  number  of  laws  passed  by  this 
country  illustrate  the  racist  attitude 
towards  Chinese  and  the  effort  to  make 
Chinese  “second-class  citizens.”  For  ex¬ 
ample,  in  1882  the  United  States  Con¬ 
gress  passed  the  First  Chinese  Exclusion 
Act;  it  banned  the  entrance  of  Chinese 
laborers  for  10  years.  In  1906  the  San 
Francisco  Board  of  Education  ordered 
that  all  Chinese,  Japanese,  and  Korean 
children  be  segregated  in  an  oriental 
school.  In  1924  an  Immigration  Act 
passed  by  Congress  excluded  “Chinese 
women,  wives  and  prostitutes.”  Any 
American  who  married  a  Chinese  woman 
lost  his  citizenship;  any  Chinese  man 
who  married  an  American  woman  caused 
her  to  lose  her  citizenship. 

We  ask  the  following  question:  How 
can  Americans  reconcile  the  long  record 
of  the  horrendous  treatment  of  Chinese 
in  America  with  the  teaching  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  that  “all 
men  are  created  equal,”  and  that  they 
are  endowed  by  God  with  certain  “in¬ 
alienable  rights,  like  the  rights  to  life, 
liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness”? 

The  Vincent  Chin  tragedy,  then,  has 
to  be  considered  in  the  light  of  a  long 
history  of  racist  attitudes  and  practices 
directed  against  Chinese  people  in 
America. 

Haven  Bradford  Gow 
Fall  River,  MA 


the  work  is  not  easy.  The  housekeepers 
are  expected  to  clean  16  rooms  in  an 
eight  hour  shift.  A  few  Chinatown  resi¬ 
dents  are  already  working  in  the  Westin 
Hotel.  The  opening  of  the  Lafayette 
Place  right  next  to  Chinatown  .should 
provide  even  more  jobs  to  Chinatown. 
But  we  can  get  these  jobs  only  if  we  fight 
for  them.  Chinatown  should  discuss  with 
Lafayette  Place  the  issue  of  employment 
opportunities.  The  Chinatown  People’s 
Progressive  Association  (CPPA)  wants 
to  work  with  all  groups  and  individuals 


around  this  campaign. 

CPPA  wants  to  unite  with  the  Chinese 
community  to  fight  for  jobs.  We  have 
already  formed  a  Jobs  Committee.  We 
have  done  some  research  on  the  hotel 
and  electronics  industries,  conducted  an 
employment  workshop,  and  helped  people 
get  jobs  at  the  Westin  Hotel.  If  you  are 
interested  in  working  with  our  Jobs 
Committee,  or  if  you  have  any  questions, 
please  call:  Joe  or  Ken,  CPPA,  27  Beach 
St.,  3  FI,  at  338-7436,  Saturdays  and 
Sundays,  11  a.m.-6  p.m. 


Sam  Chin  of  Allston,  owner  and  manager  of  Dan  Chan’s 
Restaurant  in  Fitchburg  and  a  member  of  the  Fitchburg 
Lodge  of  Elks,  was  recently  presented  with  the  “Elk  of  the 
Year  Award.”  The  award  was  presented  to  Chin  by  the 
Fitchburg  Lodge  and  Grand  Lodge  of  Elks  in  recognition  of 
his  loyalty  and  meritorious  service  to  the  order.  Making 
the  presentation  is  past  ExaltecLRuler  Philip  DiNatale 
(left)  and  the  Exalted  Ruler  John  LeBlanc  of  the  Fitchburg 
Lodge  of  Elks. 


The  South  Cove  YMCA  last  month  contributed  $1500  to  the 
Chinese  Consolidated  Benevolent  Association’s  [CCBA]  fund  to 
reconstruct  its  building  at  14  Oxford  Street  in  Chinatown.  The 
structure  was  leveled  earlier  this  year  by  an  explosion,  the  cause  of 
which  is  still  unknown.  Making  the  check  presentation  to  CCBA 
Chair  Bill  Chin[right]  are  South  Cove  YMCA  Board  Vice  Chair 
Robert  Guen  [left]  and  Executive  Director  Ron  Yee.  [Photo  by  Doris 
Sue  Wong.] 


ACJ  Conducts  California  Speaking  Tour 


American  Citizens  for  Justice 
(ACJ),  the  Detroit-based  civil 
rights  organization  which  has 
been  leading  nationwide  efforts 
to  seek  justice  in  the  Vincent 
Chin  case,  conducted  a  week- 
long  tour  on  July  9-17  to 
address  supporters  in  Cali¬ 
fornia. 


The  special  guest  on  the  tour 
was  Lily  Chin,  mother  and  sole 
survivor  of  Vincent  Chin.  Also 
participating  was  Kin  Yee,  pres¬ 
ident  of  ACJ,  Dr.  Marisa 
Chuang,  vice  president,  and 
Helen  Zia,  press  secretary. 

The  group,  which  was  co¬ 
sponsored  by  the  Southern  Cal¬ 
ifornia  J  ustice  for  Vincent  Chin 
C  uinniittet?  in  La>s  Angeles  and 


Asian  Americans  for  Justice  in 
San  Francisco,  sought  support 
for  AC  J’s  efforts  to  bring  federal 
civil  rights  charges  against 
Ronald  Ebens  and  Michael  Nitz, 
the  baseball  bat  killers  of  Vin¬ 
cent  Chin. 

While  on  tour,  the  group  met 
with  local  media  and  with  dozens 
of  organizations  and  individ¬ 
uals  who  have  been  following 
the  Chin  case.  The  ACJ  urged 
Asian  Americans  throughout  the 
U.S.  to  join  together  as  a  united 
force  in  seeking  public  and  pri¬ 
vate  sector  action  against  racial 
attacks  on  Asians. 

The  itinerary  involved  four 
days  in  the  Los  Angeles  area, 
including  San  Diego  and  San 
Bernadino,  and  four  days  in  the 
San  Francisco  area,  including 
Fresno  and  Sacramento.  In  San 


Francisco,  the  group  met  with 
Asian  American  labor  leaders, 
including  the  president  of  the 
Central  Labor  Council  of  the 
AFL-CIO,  and  Newton  Kame- 
kani,  financial  secretary  of  UAW 
Local  1364  of  the  GM  Fremont 
plant. 

At  the  invitation  of  the  Co¬ 
ordinating  Committee  of  the 
Asian/Pacific  Democrats,  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  the  ACJ  address¬ 
ed  the  founding  session  of  the 
Asian/Pacific  Caucus  of  the 
Democratic  National  Commit¬ 
tee  on  July  14,  regarding  the 
Vincent  Chin  case  and  its  impli¬ 
cations  for  people  of  Asian 
descent. 

The  ACJ,  which  is  non-par¬ 
tisan  and  seeks  support  from  all 
p’oups  in  its  efforts  to  obtain 
justice  for  Vincent  Chin  and  to 


promote  the  civil  rights  of  Asian 
Americans,  intends  to  call  on 
members  of  Congress  and  Dem¬ 
ocratic  presidential  hopefuls  to 
exercise  their  influence  against 
racially-suggestive  campaigns 
directed  toward  Asian  imports. 

The  ACJ  maintains  that  such 
campaigns  lead  to  the  scape¬ 
goating  of  Asians  for  the  na¬ 
tion’s  economic  problems  and 
can  lead  to  attacks  similar  to 
the  fatal  clubbing  of  Vincent 
Chin  by  a  Detroit  autoworker 
and  his  stepson.  Of  particular 
concern  to  the  ACJ  are  the  in¬ 
flammatory  and  racially-derog- 
atory  slogans  and  caricatures 
against  Japanese  which  are  ap¬ 
pearing  on  bumper  stickers  in 
Michigan. 

In  addition,  the  ACJ  cites 
statements  about  the  Japanese 


auto  industry  made  by  some 
congressmen,  such  as  a  Michi¬ 
gan  Democratic  congressman’s 
reference  to  Japanese  as  “those 
little  yellow  people,”  and  a  Mich¬ 
igan  democratic  senator  who 
likened  the  auto  import  problems 
with  Japan. to  the  Japanese  in¬ 
vasion  of  Pearl  Harbor. 

The  ACJ  also  has  announced 
that  it  has  retained  the  legal 
services  of  Thomas  E.  Brennan, 
former  justice  of  the  Michigan 
Supreme  Court  and  current 
president  of  Cooley  Law  School. 
Brennan  will  serve  as  counsel 
with  Mark  Susselman,  esquire 
of  Hiller,  Larky  and  Hoenga  in 
AC  J’s  appeal  of  Judge  Charles 
Kaufman’s  J  une  3  ruling  against 
a  motion  to  have  the  sentences 
against  Ebens  and  Nitz  vacated 
and  new  ones  issued. 
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Volunteer 

Opportunities 


The  city-wide  Nursing  Home 
Ombudsman  Program  is  looking 
for  volunteers  to  advocate  on 
behalf  of  residents  of  nursing 
homes  and  rest  homes  in  the 
Boston  area. 

The  program,  sponsored  by 
the  Boston  Commission  on  Af¬ 
fairs  of  the  Elderly,  requires  a 
minimum  of  1 2  hours  per  month 
and  a  one  year  commitment. 
Volunteers  will  be  trained  and 
certified  by  the  state.  Volunteers 
60  years  or  over  may  be  eligible 
through  the  Retired  Senior  Vol¬ 
unteers  Program  for  transporta¬ 
tion  and  lunch  reimbursement. 

For  more  information,  call 
Nancy  Wall  at  725-4360  between 
9:00  a. m. -12:00  p.m.  weekdays. 

*  +  5jc  *  5k 

The  China  Trade  Museum 
Shop  in  Milton  needs  volunteers 
Mondays  from  9:45  a.m.-l:15 
p.m.  to  type,  file,  maintain  mail 
order  lists,  record  sales  and  do 
inventory. 

For  more  information,  call 
Karen  Brandt  at  696-1815. 


PO£fC£  REPORT^ 

Three  Robberies  Reported 
in  Two  Weeks  in  Chinatown  Area 


The  following  are  some  of  the  incidents  reported  to  the  Boston 
Police  Department  District  A  Station  in  recent  weeks.  District  A 
covers  Chinatown,  South  Cove,  Downtown,  East  Boston,  and 
Charlestown. 

The  SAMPAN  publishes  these  reports  every  month  with  the 
intention  of  helping  residents  and  workers  in  the  neighborhood  to 
stay  aware  of  the  types  of  crimes  committed  in  the  area  and  to  take 
preventive  steps  to  avoid  becoming  the  victims  of  crimes. 

***** 

ROBBERY 

On  July  30  officers  on  routine  patrol  observed  at  the  corner  of 
Beach  Street  and  Harrison  Avenue  three  men  standing  over 
another  man  who  was  on  the  ground.  Upon  seeing  the  officers,  the 
three  men  fled.  The  officers  learned  that  the  man  on  the  ground 
had  just  been  robbed,  so  they  began  a  foot  chase  of  the  suspects  and 
caught  one  of  the  suspects  in  the  Boston  Common.  The  suspect  was 
placed  under  arrest  and  brought  to  District  A  Police  Station. 

On  July  23  officers  responded  to  a  radio  call  to  a  club  on 
Washington  Street  on  a  report  of  robbery.  The  victim  told  the 
officers  that  an  unknown  male  had  grabbed  an  18-inch  18-carat 
serpentine  chain  off  his  neck  at  the  intersection  of  Essex  Street  and 
Harrison  Avenue.  After  a  search  of  the  area  around  Beach  Street 
and  Harrison  Avenue,  the  victim  identified  Kenya  Muhammed  of 
Blue  Hill  Avenue  as  the  suspect. 

On  July  17  officers  received  a  report  of  a  robbery  on  Essex  Street. 


Upon  arrival,  they  met  the  victim  who  stated  that  while  he  was 
walking  on  Essex  Street  he  was  accosted  by  a  white  female  and 
four  or  five  black  males  who  knocked  him  to  the  ground  and  robbed 
him  of$600.  Thegroup  fled  on  foot.  As  a  resultof  an  investigation, 
Donna  Skoures  was  arrested  after  she  was  identified  by  witnesses. 

DRUGS 

On  July  30  members  of  the  vice  unit  arrested  Gerald  Pankey  of 
Moreland  Street  for  possession  of  a  Class  “C”  substance. 

Also  on  J uly  30  officers  observed  three  persons  acting  suspicious 
in  a  motor  vehicle  on  Beach  Street.  As  they  approached  the  vehicle, 
the  officers  observed  one  of  the  suspects  holding  something  to  his 
face.  Ivan  Guzzman  of  Salem  Street  was  charged  with  possession 
with  intent  to  distribute.  Held  for  evidence  was  $2536.  Also 
arrested  was  Lynne  Hall  of  Jamaica  Plain  and  James  Young  of 
Milton. 

GAMING 

On  July  27  detectives  from  District  A  and  Headquarters  arrested 
a  resident  of  Castle  Street  for  allowing  the  premises  to  be  used  for 
gaming.  Also  arrested  for  gaming  were  13  persons  from  Boston 
and  one  from  Newton. 

OTHER  ARRESTS 

During  recent  weeks,  16  persons  were  arrested  and  charged  with 
being  disorderly  persons,  two  with  being  common  night  walkers, 
and  ten  with  prostitution. 


*  Refugees 

Continued  from  page  1 

broken  house  windows,  car  win¬ 
dows,  and  threats  to  burn  down 
the  house. 

The  Vietnamese  alerted  their 
landlord  who  recognized  one  of 
the  young  trouble-makers  to  be 
the  son  of  his  former  evicted 
tenant.  The  landlord  told  the 
Vietnamese  family  that  he  had 
no  way  of  stopping  them  unless 
he  sold  his  house,  Pham  recalled. 


*  Translator 

Continued  from  page  1 

make  it  in  the  United  States  has 
been  a  continuation  of  the  diffi¬ 
cult  life  he  left  behind. 

Pham,  a  South  Vietnamese,  a 
draftsman  who  could  not  toler¬ 
ate  life  in  the  new  Vietnam 
under  the  Northern,  communist 
government,  chose  to  leave  his 
country’s  political  and  personal¬ 
ly-stifled  life.  He  tried  unsuc¬ 
cessfully  six  times  (was  caught 
and  imprisoned  once  for  his 
escape  attempt),  until  the  sev¬ 
enth  escape  effort  which  was 
saved  thanks  to  the  U.S.  Seventh 
Fleet  in  the  Pacific. 

“I’m  one  of  the  boat  people,” 
Pham  says  quietly. 

Before  he  was  sponsored  by  a 
church  group  in  Memphis,  Tenn., 
Pham  spent  over  eight  months 
in  camps  in  ThailandvSingapore 
and  Indonesia.  He  is  glad  to  be 
in  the  United  States  and  hopes 
someday  that  other  members  of 
his  family  wall  join  him. 

Now  with  the  Community  Dis¬ 
orders  Unit,  Pham  accompanies 
a  regular  police  officer  and/ or 
travels  alone.  He  starts  by  creat¬ 
ing  trust  and  understanding. 

“I  tell  them  my  own  story  (as 
a  victim):  How  I  was  assaulted, 
threatened  and  insulted.  People 
said  things  like,  ‘get  out  of  here 
before  you  die.’  They  spat  on 
me,  kicked  me,”  said  Pham. 

Until  that  incident  around 
Savin  Hill  occurred,  Pham  had 
successfully  tried  to  talk  to  the 
neighborhood  kids  who  harrass- 
ed  the  refugees  to  stop.  He  tried 
to  talk  to  them  “til  they  feel 
ashamed.” 

Unlike  some  of  his  friends, 
Pham  believes  that  harassment 
and  intimidation  will  continue 
unless  you  confront  the  issue. 
"The  more  timid  you  are,  the 
more  trouble  you  get,”  he  be¬ 
lieves. 

At  the  urging  of  his  house- 


One  time  when  Pham’s  room¬ 
mate  came  back  from  shopping, 
some  youngsters  asked  her  for 
food  and  beer  as  usual,  but  she 
refused  to  give  any  to  them. 
And  that  night  both  their  front 
and  rear  windows  were  broken 
into  pieces  and  red  paint  was 
poured  on  their  front  door.  The 
family  moved  out,  Pham  said. 
She  felt  that  language  and  cul¬ 
ture  might  be  the  biggest  prob¬ 
lems  for  the  Indochinese. 

“All  people  (Indochinese)  have 
culture  shock.  There  is  too  much 
difference  between  the  East  and 
the  West,”  Tu  said.  “They  left 


mate,  an  American,  Pham  took 
his  story  to  the  police  and  specif¬ 
ically  to  the  Community  Dis¬ 
orders  Unit  which  convinced 
him  to  press  charges,  identify 
the  assailants,  and  go  to  court. 

Pham  knows  that  there  are 
personal  risks  in  working  for 
the  police,  helping  other  refugees 
identify  people  who  harrass  and 
assault  them. 

Says  Pham,  “Most  Vietnam¬ 
ese  don’t  think  the  situation  can 
be  improved  significantly.  They 
feel  they  will  bring  more  trouble 
to  themselves  (if  they  report  an 
incident).  Most  Vietnamese  say 
nothing,  just  go  to  the  hospital. 
(But  I  am  afraid)  that  the  Viet¬ 
namese  refugees  will  one  day 
fight  back  to  get  even... 

“That’s  not  a  good  way,  so  we 
must  take  advantage  of  this 
situation  to  work  with  the 
police,”  said  Pham,  who  has 
found  Vietnamese  refugees  very 
willing  to  cooperate,  once  he 
has  established  his  role  and 
purpose  with  the  police. 

Lt.  Francis  Roache,  who  heads 
up  the  Community  Disorders 
Unit,  said  that  Pham  (nick¬ 
named  “Win”  for  short)  has  al¬ 
ready  made  an  important  differ¬ 
ence  in  the  unit’s  effectiveness 
in  communicating  to  the  Indo¬ 
chinese  community. 

“He’s  done  more  for  the  unit 
in  the  past  week,  than  we  were 
able  to  do  in  the  past  year,”  said 
Roache,  generously.  “Win  is 
good,  he’s  intelligent,  sensitive 
to  the  information  we  need,  and 
teaches  people  how  to  use  the 
‘91 1’  (emergency  police)  number. 
He  takes  the  time  to  meet  the 
families  of  victims...” 

Nguyen  Pham  is  working  full¬ 
time  this  summer  for  the  Boston 
Police  Department.  He  is  fluent 
in  Vietnamese  and  English.  In¬ 
dochinese  refugees  who  feel  har- 
rassed,  who  need  some  help  and 
understanding  of  the  law  and 
their  rights  can  now  turn  to  the 
Community  Disorders  Unit  and 
get  some  assistance  now  that 
the  language  barrier  can  be 
broken,  thanks  to  Nguyen  Pham. 


their  country  without  prepara¬ 
tion  and  came  here  with  nothing. 
They  have  to  build  up  and  start 
all  over  again,”  Tu  continued. 

Hartry  said  that  the  new 
things  the  refugees  need  to  ab¬ 
sorb  in  the  beginning  are  stag¬ 
gering.  His  agency  has  to  teach 
them  the  dos  and  don’ts  in 
American  society.  He  felt  that 
single  young  males  might  have 
the  most  difficult  time  adjusting 
and  assimilating  to  their  new 
surroundings.  And,  a  large  per¬ 
centage  of  the  new  arrivals  are 

single  males  who  suddenly  real¬ 
ize  how  far  away  from  home 
they  are  and  how  tough  life  is  in 
this  new  country. 

“They  may  find  the  social 
situation  needs  a  lot  of  sophisti¬ 
cation  and  ability  to  merely  get 
along,”  Hartry  said. 

Pham  felt  that  a  lack  of  im¬ 
mediate  family  support  and  the 
pressure  to  get  started  always 
plagued  the  first  member  in  a 
family  who  was  to  successfully 
escape  from  the  communist  gov¬ 
ernment  and  make  it  to  the  free 
world.  Pham  herself  had  her 
whole  family  left  behind  in  Viet¬ 
nam. 

Father  Minh  of  the  Viet¬ 
namese  Catholic  Community  in 
Brookline  said  the  victim  in  the 
stabbing  incident  at  Coleman 
Street  was  in  Texas  a  couple  of 
months  ago  looking  for  job  op¬ 


portunities  when  a  friend  called 
and  told  him  he  got  a  job  in 
Copley  Place. 

“He  (the  victim)  was  very 
happy  because  he  could  earn 
money  to  send  back  to  his  family. 
Now  there  is  no  hope  for  his 
family.  All  finish  now,”  Father 
Minh  said. 

The  Catholic  Community  un¬ 
der  the  direction  of  Father  Minh 
saw  to  it  that  the  funeral  for  the 
victim  was  carried  out  properly. 
Everything  from  care-taking, 
coffin,  grave  and  headstone  were 

donated  by  concerned  members 
and  agencies  according  to  F atber 

Minh. 

Hartry  felt  that  the  unfortun¬ 
ate  incident  is  a  warning  to 
them  to  continue  cooperating 
with  the  police  department’s 
Community  Disorders  Unit  in 
educating  the  neighborhoods 
and  Indochinese  in  Dorchester 
to  be  more  understanding  and 
tolerant  towards  each  other. 

“We  can’t  give  police  enough 
credit  for  the  excellent  work  they 
have  done,  considering  the  in¬ 
sufficient  personnel  and  funds 
they  have  to  work  with,”  Hartry 
said. 

“They  do  a  lot  to  make  theif 
presence  known  in  the  area. 
They  come  up  with  some  arrests 
and  some  convictions,”  he  added. 

Hartry  felt  that  one  way  to 
avoid  future  unhappy  incidents 


is  to  let  the  refugees  know  the 
importance  of  learning  the  lan¬ 
guage  as  quickly  as  possible. 

On  July  15,  50  ESL  teachers 
from  various  community  organ¬ 
izations  met  at  the  Internation¬ 
al  Institute  of  Boston  to  discuss 
ways  of  improving  the  curricu¬ 
lum  to  help  the  students  come  to 
grip  with  the  language  and  cul¬ 
ture.  According  to  Sandro  Mass- 
adro,  ESL  teacher  at  CACA, 
two  officers  from  CDU  talked  to 
them  and  made  valuable  sug¬ 
gestions  as  to  the  things  the 

new  immigrants  should  know 
in  improving  neighborhood 

safety. 

The  ESL  class  has  now  be¬ 
gun  to  teach  the  immigrants 
about  their  civil  rights,  body 
language,  ugly  words,  and  the 
ability  to  describe  suspects  when 
a  crime  is  reported  to  the  police. 
The  teachers  are  also  in  the 
process  of  helping  students  iden¬ 
tify  a  member  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  who  can  speak  English 
well  enough  to  act  as  a  trans¬ 
lator  and  build  up  a  network 
where  those  who  want  to  report 
a  crime  would  have  someone  to 
turn  to  if  they  themselves  dare 
not  talk  to  the  police  directly, 
Sandro  said. 

The  two  officers  also  advised 
that  the  best  numbers  to  call  in 
case  of  trouble  is  the  CDU,  247- 
4527. 


What  to  Do  If  You  Are  Harassed  or  Assaulted 

Htfc3NG  DAN  DEN  CONG  ©0NG  VIET  NAM 
Ttf  COMMUNITY  DISORDERS  UNIT 
BOSTON  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 

Quart  tarn  den  si l  an  toan  cAa  Cong  dong  Vi^t  Nam 

Community  Disorders  Unit  xin  ghi  vlii  hddng  darn 

Trong  bat  ky  trdbng  htfp  phgmi  phap,  pha  ho^i  nao  xay 

ra,  can  thdc  hien  2  viec  thiet  yCu  sau  day  : 

**  .  •  • 

l/-  Gpi  di§n  thogd  khan  c3.p  911* 

2/-  Gqi  Community  Disorders  Uni ty  247-^52?  **% 
a/-  Ban  ngay  tif9*00  sang  dSn  5*00  chieu  : 

xin  lien  lac  Ph^m  ©inh  Nguyen.  „  v  , 

b/-  Ngoai  tKAi  gian  ke  tren  xin  bao  day  du 
chi  tiet  c3n  thi^t  (nhd  hd<3ng  dan^sau  d&y)  voi  Operator 
va  nh^  bao  ro  xin  d\I6c  lien  lac  vdi  C.D.U. 

Nhbfng  chi  tiet  c Sn  dddc  cung  cap  khi  bao  tin  s 

a/-  ©ia  chi  n<3i  xay  ra  tai  nan.  , 

b/-  SC'  di§n  thoai  de*  vien  chdc  tham  quyen 

nCi  lai  lien  lac  khi  can  thiet. 

•  • 

COMMUNITY  DISORDERS  UNIT 
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FINANCE 

Ways  to  Settle 
with  Insurers 

By  the  Money  Man 

More  and  more  individuals  who  are  seeking  large  liability 
awards — usually  after  an  accident — are  opting  for  what  is  called  a 
structured  claims  settlement,  rather  than  the  traditional  lump  sum 
payment. 

Such  settlements,  which  have  become  increasingly  popular  in 
the  property  and  casualty  insurance  field  in  the  last  10  years,  are 
agreements  through  which  the  claimant,  or  his  or  her  survivors, 
release  the  defendant  and  its  insurance  company  in  return  for  a 
combination  of  immediate  cash,  and  periodic  payments  in  future 
years.  The  claimant  or  survivors  are  thereby  guaranteed  cash  for 
pressing  medical  and  legal  fees,  as  well  as  income  over  many 
years.  From  the  insurer’s  point  of  view,  the  settlement  can  be 
funded  for  far  less  than  a  lump  sum  would  cost. 

As  might  be  expected,  such  settlements  are  usually  preferred  by 
insurers  of  airlines  or  other  common  carriers  (railroads,  buses,  etc.) 
who  might  face  millions  of  dollars  in  claims  following  a  crash.  And 
they  can  also  serve  to  protect  newly  rich  claimants  from  disastrous 
investment  advice.  It  has  been  calculated  that  ninety  percent  (90%) 
of  claimants  who  receive  substantial  lump  sum  awards  dissipate 
them  within  the  first  five  years.  In  addition,  these  agreements 
eliminate  the  risk  of  mismanagement  of  substantial  monies  by 
unqualified  and  inexperienced  parties. 

Another  benefit  in  spreading  payments  over  a  period  of  time,  a 
structured  claims  settlement  provides  tax-free  income  to  the 
claimant.  This  tax-free  status  exists  as  long  as  the  claimant  avoids 
“constructive  receipt”  of  the  funds.  By  fixing  precise  payments  at 
the  outset  and  by  having  the  defendant  or  its  insurer  own  the 
funding  device,  the  payments  received  are  excludable  from  gross 
income  for  tax  purposes. 

This  funding  device  is  typically  an  annuity,  although  a  trust 
may  also  be  used.  Annuities  are  normally  bought  by  the  property 
and  casualty  company  (the  defendant)  from  an  unrelated  life 
insurance  company  and  call  for  specific  payments  to  the  claimant. 
This  type  of  annuity  is  known  as  a  single  premium  annuity,  since  it 
requires  no  additional  payments  by  the  purchaser. 

With  annuities,  however,  the  principal  amount  decreases  as  the 
payments  increase.  Sometimes  a  trust — a  formal  arrangement  in 
which  a  fund  is  administered  by  a  major  bank  and  its  income 
distributed  on  a  pre-arranged  basis  to  the  claimant — is  utilized 
instead.  At  the  maturity  of  such  a  trust,  the  principal  is  released  to 
the  claimant  or  to  the  insurer,  depending  on  the  agreement. 

For  example,  a  man  with  a  wife  and  a  child  is  involved  in  an 
airplane  crash.  Instead  of  a  lump  sum  award,  an  alternative  is  to 
work  out  a  structured  claims  settlement.  Such  a  trust  or  annuity 
would  partly  solve  immediate  cash  needs  as  well  as  future  needs 
such  as  college  education  payments  for  the  child  and  support  for 
the  surviving  spouse. 

Individuals  should  seek  legal  advice  before  negotiating  or 
signing  such  a  settlement  because  lump  sum  payments,  if  properly 
invested  and  administered,  might  be  worth  more  over  the  longer 
term. 


Business  Brief 


Boston  homeowners  70  years  of  age  prior  to  June  30, 1982  may  be 
eligible  for  an  exemption  of  up  to  $800  from  their  fiscal  1983  real 
estate  taxes. 

New  legislation  has  raised  income  limits  for  elderly  exemptions 
under  Clause  4 1  to  $10,000  for  individuals  and  $12,000  for  couples. 
An  adjustment  is  made  for  social  security  income.  Personal 
property,  such  as  savings  accounts,  stocks  and  bonds,  must  be  less 
than  $20,000  for  an  individual  and  $23,000  for  a  couple. 

Homeowners  not  eligible  for  a  Clause  41  exemption  may  be 
eligible  for  other  real  estate  exemptions  or  tax  deferral  assistance. 

Homeowners  who  wish  to  apply  for  any  exemptions  or  who  wish 
more  information  on  exemptions  or  tax  deferral  programs  can 
contact  the  Assessing  Department  at  725-4287. 

The  Mayor’s  Commission  on  Affairs  for  the  Elderly  has  staff 
available  to  make  home  visits  to  assist  with  the  completion  of 
exemption  forms.  Contact  Paul  Brown,  Housing  Specialist  at  the 
Elderly  Commission,  at  725-3995  to  arrange  for  assistance. 


Civil  Service  Exam  for  Police  Positions 


A  civil  service  examination 
will  be  given  October  1  for  the 
position  of  police  officer.  The 
deadline  for  filing  applications 
is  September  9. 

The  results  of  the  examination 
will  be  used  to  establish  and 
maintain  a  list  of  eligible  candi¬ 
dates  to  fill  vacancies  in  munici¬ 
pal  police  forces  as  well  as  the 
Metropolitan  District  Commis¬ 
sion,  Capitol  Police  Force,  and 
Massachusetts  Bay  Transporta¬ 
tion  Authority. 

The  examination  is  open  to 
males  and  females  between  the 
ages  of  19  and  32  who  have  a 


high  school  diploma,  equiva¬ 
lency  certificate  or  at  least  three 
years  service  in  the  U.S.  armed 
forces  with  an  honorable  dis¬ 
charge;  possess  a  valid  driver’s 
license;  have  no  criminal  record; 
and  pass  a  state  administered 
or  authorized  medical  examina¬ 
tion. 

Applications  and  further  in¬ 
formation  is  available  at  the 
Massachusetts  Department  of 
Personnel  Administration,  One 
Ashburton  Place,  second  floor, 
Boston;  telephone  (in  Boston) 
727-8370  or  (outside  Boston,  toll 
free)  1-800-392-6178. 
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WILLIAM  D.  CHIN 

Attorney  at  Law 


(617)  227-3678 


3  Center  Plaza 
Boston,  Ma.  02108 


From  left,  Norman  Raben  of  Inc.,  George  Eckert  of  Tandem  Corporation,  George  Pan  of  Sys¬ 
tems  Architects,  David  S.L.  Chu  of  the  Taiwan  Power  Company,  Sui-Chi  Lin  of  the  Coordina¬ 
tion  Council  for  North  American  Affairs,  and  keynote  speaker  Gloria  Chun.  [Photo  by  Raymond 
C.  Shih] 


Conference  on  Sciences  and  Community 
Offers  Wealth  of  Information  and  Ideas 


By  Gloria  Chun 

A  sparse  crowd  gathered  for 
the  second  annual  Conference 
on  Sciences  and  Community  Af¬ 
fairs  sponsored  by  the  New  Eng¬ 
land  Association  of  Chinese 
Professionals  held  July  8-10  at 
the  Boston  Marriott  Hotel  Long 
Wharf.  For  those  who  attended, 
however,  a  wealth  of  information 
and  ideas  were  available. 

Last  year  the  emphasis  was 
on  computer  sciences  and  tech¬ 
nology,  with  very  technical 
“state-of-the-art”  material  pre¬ 
sented  by  Chinese  American 
professionals  in  the  New  Eng¬ 
land  area.  The  scope  of  this 
year’s  conference  had  a  more 
pragmatic,  two-pronged  ap¬ 
proach:  one,  the  opportunity  for 
Chinese  professionals  to  become 
more  involved  in  community 
activities  in  health,  community 
economic  development  and  ser¬ 
vice/housing,  and  second,  the 
development  of  small  businesses 
growing  out  of  the  technological 
innovations  of  Chinese  profes¬ 
sionals. 

The  conference  was  co-spon¬ 
sored  by  two  businessmen: 
George  Pan,  president  of  Sys¬ 
tems  Architect,  Inc.,  and  Gary 
Wang,  president  of  Transtech 
International  Corp,  and  by  two 
community  organizations:  Chin¬ 
ese  Consolidated  Benevolent 
Association  and  the  Chinese 
Economic  Development  Council. 

The  keynote  speakers  were 
primarily  drawn  from  the  science 
councils  of  the  Republic  of  China 
(ROC)  with  local  director,  Sui- 
Chi  Lin  of  the  Boston-based 
Coordination  Council  for  North 
American  Affairs  hosting  the 
ROC  delegation. 

Among  the  prominent  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  ROC  delegation  were 
Shien-Siu  Shu,  chair  of  the  ROC 
Industrial  Technology  Research 
Institute  and  Ming  Che  Chang, 
chair  of  the  ROC  National  Sci¬ 
ence  Council.  Both  the  institute 
and  council  represent  critical 
research  and  development  cen¬ 
ters  for  the  T aiwan  government. 

Both  Chang  and  Shu  urged 
Chinese  Americans  to  contribute 
their  scientific  talent  to  the  ef¬ 
forts  of  Taiwan.  The  “brain 
drain”  has  severely  hurt  the 
ROC’s  research  and  develop¬ 
ment  efforts  (of  an  estimated 
70,000  Taiwan  students  who 
have  gone  overseas  for  gradu¬ 
ate  and  undergraduate  studies 
in  the  last  25  years,  only  8,000 
have  returned). 

“I  am  here,  frankly,  to  recruit 
talent  in  the  United  States  to 
return  to  Taiwan,”  said  Shu  in 


The  Patriots’  Trail  Girl  Scout 
Council  is  offering  day  and  resi¬ 
dent  camp  programs  to  all  girls 
entering  grades  2  through  12. 

All  camps  are  composed  of 
units,  small  groups  of  girls  close 
in  age  and  experience  and  are 
guided  by  adult  counselors.  All 
waterfront  activities  a*e  also 
supervised  by  safetj  instructors. 


his  luncheon  address,  noting 
the  many  incentives  available 
for  business  start-ups  in  Taiwan 
and  the  average  8  percent  growth 
rate  experienced  over  the  last 
decade. 

Chang,  meanwhile,  noted  the 
eight-point  priority  research 
areas:  biotechnology,  electro¬ 
optics,  food  processing,  energy, 
communications,  hepatitus  con¬ 
trol,  automation,  and  productiv¬ 
ity.  Chang  said  the  government 
is  improving  both  researchfacil- 
ities  and  the  work  and  living 
environments  to  encourage  over¬ 
seas  Chinese  to  return  to  the 
Republic  of  China  as  “trail 
blazers”  who  will  take  pride 
and  gratitude  in  the  work  of 
nation  building.  “Home,”  he 
said,  “is  not  so  humble  (any¬ 
more),  come  to  visit,  and  to  stay.” 

Sui-Chi  Lin,  director  of  the 
Boston  office  of  the  Coordination 
Council  for  North  American  Af¬ 
fairs,  challenged  the  NEACP 
membership  to  promote  under¬ 
standing  of  the  Chinese  com¬ 
munity  and  the  different  ethnic 
groups  of  Chinese.  He  said  that 
Chinese  have  often  been  wel¬ 
comed  to  host  countries  for  their 
dedication  and  professional  ex¬ 
pertise,  but  he  noted,  Chinese 
are  too  conservative,  and  do  not 
participate.  “No  involvement,” 
he  said,  “means  no  voice.”  He 
urged  the  NEACP  membership 
to  work  cooperatively  and  to 
strengthen  its  role  in  society. 

From  the  business  develop¬ 
ment  end,  opening  session  key¬ 
note  speakers  provided  stimula¬ 
tion  and  excitement  about  the 
opportunities  for  start-up  busi¬ 
nesses. 

Charles  Zraket,  executive  vice 
president  of  the  MITRE  Corpor¬ 
ation,  elaborated  on  the  vast 
potential  for  information  tech¬ 
nologies  in  medicine  and  health 
care.  The  financial  impact  of 
computers  and  telecommunica¬ 
tions  networks  in  health  and 
medical  care  delivery  will  lower 
health  care  costs  and  provide 
improved  and  regional  and  com¬ 
munity  health  care  systems. 

Norman  Raben,  president  of 
Goldhirsh  Group  which  includes 
Inc.,  High  Technology,  and 
Technology  Illustrated,  maga¬ 
zines,  spoke  enthusiastically 
about  the  important  role  of  small 
and  medium  size  businesses 
which  shape  the  future,  create 
new  jobs,  and  take  the  creative 
and  innovative  risks  which  ulti¬ 
mately  drive  the  private  sector. 

George  Eckert,  vice  president 
of  Tandem  Computers,  discussed 
the  dramatic  opportunities 
which  his  innovative  company 


Fees  for  resident  camps  range 
from  $  1 1 2  to  $450  depending  on 
the  length  of  the  session  and  the 
program.  The  standard  fee  is 
$195  for  two  weeks,  including 
three  meals  daily,  program  mat¬ 
erials.  For  girls  who  demonstrate 
a  need,  financial  aid  is  available. 

For  more  information  or  ap¬ 
plications,  call  482-1078. 


have  optimized  in  making  Tan¬ 
dem  a  9,534%  growth  company. 
He  also  discussed  the  corporate 
culture  of  Tandem,  of  a  fast¬ 
growing  company  trying  to  re¬ 
tain  its  aggressiveness  and  crea¬ 
tivity. 

James  W.  McLaurin,  former 
assistant  regional  administrator 
of  the  Small  Business  Adminis¬ 
tration  (SB A),  urged  minority 
businesses,  particularly  in  the 
Chinese  community,  to  network 
and,  as  a  tax-paying  minority 
business,  to  take  advantage  of 
federal  procurement  opportuni¬ 
ties  as  well  as  technical  consul¬ 
tation  services  of  the  SBA. 

The  later  technical  sessions 
included  presentations  on  “In¬ 
telligent  Robots  with  Sensory 
Control  Systems,”  by  Dr.  Ren- 
Chyuan  Luo,  from  the  University 
of  Rhode  Island;  “On  Degrees  of 
Recognizability  of  Hand  Written 
Symbols,”  by  Dr.  Shen  Pei  Wang 
of  Wang  Laboratories;  “Signal 
and  Image  Segmentation”  by 
Dr.  C.H.  Chen,  of  Southeastern 
Mass.  University;  and  “Alge¬ 
braic  Representation  for  Ration¬ 
al  Database,”  by  Dr.  Arthur  Poe 
of  Temple  University. 

Three  papers  were  presented 
in  the  Health  and  Medical  Care 
areas:  “Health  Care  of  Boston 
Asian  Society,”  by  Dr.  Albert  K 
Yee;  “Population  Prognosis  and 
Treatment,”  by  Shiao-Yu  I.ee, 
M.D.  of  the  Harvard  Medical 
School;  and  “Biotechnology  and 
Medical  Science,”  by  Bing  L. 
Wong,  Ph.D.  Tufts  Medical 
School. 

In  the  Computer  Applications 
seminar,  the  following  were  pre¬ 
sented:  “Introduction  to  Air 
Traffic  Control,”  Dr.  Chen- 
Chung  Hsin,  MITRE  Corpora¬ 
tion;  “Application  of  Chinese 
Computer  Systems,”  Gary  Wang, 
president  Transtech  Interna¬ 
tional  Corp.;  “Overview  of 
Digital  Professional  300  Series 
Personal  Computers,”  Dr.  Teresa 
Yang,  DEC. 

In  the  community  economic 
development  panel,  discussion 
settled  around  the  activities, 
failures,  and  successes  of  the 
Chinese  Economic  Development 
Council  in  its  efforts  on  two 
major  projects  on  Oxford  Street 
(housing),  and  the  Boylston 
Building  (business).  The  partici¬ 
pants  agreed  to  form  an  ad  hoc 
committee  to  assist  the  South 
Cove  Nursing  Home  Facilities 
Foundation  with  professional 
skills  and  consultation  and  fund¬ 
raising  help  in  its  drive  to  raise 
$1  million.  The  committee  will 
consist  of  Bob  Wong,  State  Street 
Bank;  Ed  Guen,  Stanley  Chin, 
Ruth  Moy,  Ed  Chiang  of  Weston, 
and  George  Pan. 

Diverse  views  were  presented 
at  the  Community  Services  and 
Housing  and  Overseas  Chinese 
Educational  panel.  Discussion 
centered  around  identity  and 
cultural  issues,  and  various  ap¬ 
proaches  to  retaining  culture 
and  language  among  young 
American-born  Chinese. 

— Reporting  assistance  by  Gina 

Wu 
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CPPA  Endorses  Mel  King  for  Mayor 


The  Chinatown  People’s  Pro¬ 
gressive  Association  (CPPA) 
voted  unanimously  on  June  26 
at  its  annual  meeting  to  endorse 
Mel  King  in  this  year’s  mayoral¬ 
ty  race.  This  is  the  first  time  in 
its  six  years  as  a  community 
organization  that  CPPA  has 
endorsed  a  political  candidate. 
CPPA  committed  itself  to  work¬ 
ing  on  Mel  King’s  behalf  in  the 
Chinese  community  and  will 
work  with  the  recently  formed 
Chinese  Committee  for  Mel  King. 

CPPA  based  its  endorsement 
on  King’s  stands  on  housing, 
community  control,  employment, 
education,  and  affirmative  ac¬ 
tion  for  Chinese  and  other 
minorities,  the  issues  which 
CPPA  feels  are  key  to  the  Chin¬ 
ese  community.  The  CPPA  be¬ 
lieves  King’s  commitment  to 
building  more  housing,  control¬ 
ling  eviction  and  rents,  and  op¬ 
position  to  instutitional  expan¬ 
sion  agressively  addresses  the 
main  issue  of  land  and  housing 
in  Chinatown.  He  proposed  de¬ 
centralization  of  city  govern¬ 
ment.  The  locally  elected  com¬ 
munity  councils,  with  control 
over  city  public  services  and 
veto  power  over  institutional 
expansion,  would  give  some  po¬ 
litical  power  to  a  community 
which  has  long  been  deprived 
of  such  power,  according  to 
CPPA.  His  program  of  “Boston 
Jobs  for  Boston  People,”  more 
job  training,  coupled  with  more 
ESL  services,  and  stimuli  for 
small  businesses  will  help  with 
an  increasing  problem  in  China¬ 
town,  which  CPPA,  through  its 
Jobs  Committee,  has  been  trying 
to  address — unemployment  of 
garment  and  restaurant  workers. 
He  has  promised  representation 
for  Chinese  at  all  levels  at  City 
Hall.  Together  with  the  com¬ 
munity  councils,  CPPA  feels, 
this  would  give  the  Chinese  a 
greater  voice  in  city  government 
than  it  has  ever  had  before.  He 
is  committed  to  improving  the 
schools,  tightening  standards 
and  accountability,  establishing 

Kearney  Committee 
Being  Formed 


school-based  decision-making, 
and  more  parent  involvement. 
Particularly  important  to  Chin¬ 
ese,  according  to  CPPA,  he  sup¬ 
ports  multi-lingual,  multicultural 
maintenance  programs  (as  op¬ 
posed  to  the  weaker,  present 
transition  programs). 

CPPA  does  not  believe  the 
election  of  any  one  man  will 
solve  all  of  the  Chinese  com¬ 
munity’s  problems.  CPPA  in¬ 
tends  to  continue  to  work  for  the 
increased  organization  and  in¬ 
volvement  of  Chinese  people  as 
the  main  means  to  improve  their 
conditions.  Nevertheless  CPPA 
believes  the  choice  of  Mayor  is 
important,  and  Mel  King  is  the 
best  candidate  for  Chinese  and 
the  city. 


These  Chinatown  preschoolers  are  marching  in  the  Second  Annual  Action  for  Boston  Community 
Development  Parade  through  the  Boston  Common.  About  2000  Head  Start  children  paraded  through 
the  Common  with  balloons  and  banners  in  hand  to  celebrate  the  program’s  18th  anniversary. 


FAMILY  LIVING 


Youthful  Tales 


Appearing  in  the  SAMPAN  for  the  first  time  in  February,  1983, 
the  Family  Living  section  was  created  specifically  to  give  you,  our 
readers,  the  opportunity  to  become  actively  involved  with  the 
newspaper  to  make  it  more  personal  and  more  relevant  to  your 
daily  lives.  Besides  including  family-oriented  articles,  it  invites  you 
to  submit  amusing  or  touching  stories  about  children,  simple  at- 
home  arts  and  crafts  projects  for  children,  questions  related  to 
childrearing,  recipes,  and  birth  and  wedding  announcements.  In 
addition,  it  now  invites  children  to  submit  drawings  and  stories 
dealing  with  the  Chinese  culture. 

We  feel  our  readers  do  have  something  to  share  with  others, 
whether  it  be  a  chuckle  or  two,  knowledge  or  a  creative  time,  and 
hope  you  will  not  hesitate  to  contribute  to  the  newspaper. 

If  you  like  help  with  writing  down  your  thoughts,  then  leave  a 
message  with  your  name  and  phone  number  at  426-2678,  and 
someone  will  get  back  to  you. 

Here  are  some  of  your  contributions: 

Mild-mannered  and  patient  by  nature,  four-year-old  Marissa 
Wong  of  Newton  grew  tired  of  waiting  and  waiting  for  her  parents 
to  give  her  a  baby  brother  or  sister.  For  the  last  year  or  so  she  kept 
asking  and  asking  them  why  her  friends  were  getting  new  siblings 
while  she  got  none. 

To  right  this  intolerable  injustice  in  their  daughter’s  life  as  she 

perceived  it,  Jean  and  Clifford  Wong  surprised  Marissa  recently 
with  news  that  she  will  become  a  big  sister  by  December.  Her 
reaction  was  as  expected:  she  was  e-l-a-t-e-d! 

During  circle  time  in  nursery  school  one  day  Marissa  quickly 
raised  her  hand  after  everyone  had  congratulated  a  student  on  the 
birth  of  her  new  baby  brother.  The  teacher  called  on  her. 

A  proud  Marissa  still  beaming  with  joy  and  excitement  said 
emphatically,  “I  think  I  should  be  congratulated  too,  because  my 
mother  is  going  to  have  a  baby!” 

***** 


Struggling  hard  to  suppress  the  smile  of  glee  on  his  now 
contorted  face,  he  announced  to  his  frustrated  mother  as  matter-of- 
factly  as  possible  that  the  hospital  called  to  report  it  was  fresh  out 
of  girl  babies  (he  knew  his  mother  wanted  a  girl)  and  rapidly  added 
boy  babies  too  (in  case  she  settled  for  less). 

Detecting  his  mother’s  displeasure  in  his  action,  he  made  the  toy 
phone  ring  again.  He  answered  it.  After  hanging  up,  a  less  worried 
looking  Christopher  cheerfully  informed  her  that  the  hospital  had 
more  babies  now  and  that  they  were  all  little  Christophers! 


For  six-year-old  Michael  Lee  of  Arlington,  attending  the  Chinese 
New  Year’s  celebration  at  Boston’s  Josiah  Quincy  School  earlier 
this  year  turned  out  to  be  an  eye-opening  experience. 

On  that  eventful  day  he  stayed  with  a  bilingual  kindergarten 
class  while  his  mother,  Fay  Lee,  a  Title  VII  master  education 
specialist  responsible  for  training  teachers  at  Quincy  School, 
hurried  about  overseeing  the  festivities.  According  to  his  mother, 
Michael  adapted  so  quickly  to  the  new  situation  and  blended  in  so 
well,  because  all  the  children  in  the  class  were  Chinese  and  all  had 
straight  black  hair  with  bangs  like  his,  that  to  her  astonishment, 
she  had  difficulty  picking  him  out  from  the  group  at  a  glance. 

Coming  from  a  predominantly  w  Elite  suburb  and  attending  a 

local  school  with  one  other  Asian  in  his  class,  Michael,  a  sensitive 
child  increasingly  aware  of  human  differences  lately,  could  not 
overlook  the  similarities  between  the  children  and  himself  either. 
At  the  age  where  children  are  concerned  with  “being  a  part  of  the 
crowd,”  he  was  hardly  disturbed  by  the  similarities. 

Instead,  as  they  headed  home  that  afternoon,  a  very  serious 
Michael,  who  probably  just  had  one  of  the  best  days  in  his  life  thus 
far,  asked  his  mother  to  transfer  him  to  the  Quincy  School  next 
year.  His  reason:  everyone  looks  like  him  there!  Obviously ,  his  first 
coming  to  term  with  his  Chinese  identity  proved  to  be  a  real 
positive  experience. 


A  “Chinatown  Friends  of  Den¬ 
nis  Kearney  for  Mayor”  is  being 
formed  to  address  issues  related 
to  Chinese  Americans  and  the 
community.  Anyone  interested 
in  joining  should  contact  Yon 
Lee  at  338-1925. 

Human  Nutrition 
Volunteers  Needed 

The  Metabolic  Research  Unit, 
which  opened  July  5,  provides 
comfortable  living  quarters  for 
as  many  as  28  volunteers  at  a 
time.  The  unit  will  be 

directed  by  a  physician  and 
staffed  by  specially  trained 
nurses,  dieticians,  a  recreation 
therapist,  and  a  social  worker. 

Volunteers  who  participate  in 
long-term  studies  with  non¬ 
resident  periods  may  be  required 
to  eat  their  meals  at  the  Center 
during  periods  when  they  are 
actually  living  at  home.  The 
Unit’s  metabolic  kitchen  will 
serve  two  dining  rooms,  one  for 
residents  and  the  other  for  non¬ 
resident  volunteers.  Special  diets 
are  designed  by  a  registered 
dietician.  Studies  of  nutrition 
and  body  function  will  be  per¬ 
formed  in  one  of  two  HNRC 
laboratories,  the  Human  Physi¬ 
ology  and  Exercise  Laboratory 
or  the  Nutrition  Evaluation 

Laboratory.  ,  .  , 

Projects  for  which  volunteers 
are  now  being  recruited  include 
a  study  on  the  effects  of  aging 
on  vitamin  A  absorption;  an 
investigation  into  the  effects  of 
exercise  on  physical  capacity 
and  protein  metabolism;  and  a 
study  on  the  relationship  be¬ 
tween  age,  weight,  and  nutri¬ 
tional  status  and  drug  distribu¬ 
tion  in  the  body. 


Still  stinging  from  being  dethroned  by  his  younger  cousin  as  the 
king  of  everyone’s  attention  and  gift-giving,  three-year-old  Chris¬ 
topher  Chan  of  Boston  was  very  content  to  be  an  only  child  forever, 
vowing  never  to  yearn  for  the  companionship  of  a  sibling.  But  to 
his  disappointment,  his  concerned  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  K.W. 
Chan,  felt  differently  about  his  lonely  and  deprived  status. 

One  day  as  he  sat  playing  with  his  toy  phone  his  expectant 
mother  attempted  again  to  broach  the  subject  of  a  new  baby 
joining  the  family  soon.  Before  she  could  say  much,  his  toy  phone 
rudely  interrupted  her  with  urgent  rings.  Swiftly  a  frantic  Chris¬ 
topher  picked  up  the  receiver,  softly  aha-ing  into  it  for  a  while 
before  saying  good-bye. 


Birth  and  Wedding  Announcements 

BORN.  To  Donna  and  James  Fong  of  Belmont:  a  girl,  Cynthia  S. 
Fong,  7  lbs.  6  oz.,  18  3/4  inches,  June  19. 

BORN.  To  Joyce  Chin  and  John  Silva  of  Dorchester:  a  boy, 
Zachary,  7  lbs.  7  oz.,  19‘/2  inches,  July  7. 

BORN.  To  Pam  and  Alan  Wong  of  Dedham:  a  girl,  Stephanie  Jean 
Wong,  7  lbs.  9  3/4  oz.,  19  inches,  July  20. 

MARRIED.  Ann  Yung,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Ms.  Suey  Wai  Yung  of 
Waltham,  and  Wilbur  Chin,  son  of  Mr.  and  Ms.  Ken  Chin  ot 
Brookline,  July  17. 


Wedding  and  birth  announcements  are  printed  free  of  charge. 
Submit  them  to:  Family  Living,  SAMPAN,  18  Oxford  Street, 
Boston,  MA  02111.  Or  call  M.  Chin  at  244-6446. 


Soong 

&Hi 

X  ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

212-608-3700 

305  B  ROADWAY-SUITE  802 

NEW  YORK,  N  Y.  10007 

Arthur  J.  Soong 

Therese  T.  Liu 

In  the  Kitchen  Corner:  Baked  Chicken 

This  dish  created  by  Ms.  Gladys  Lowe  of  Los  Angeles,  California 
gained  popularity  in  Boston  when  Jewel  Chin,  her  daughter, 
introduced  it  four  years  ago  after  her  transcon  tinental  move  to  the 
South  End. 


whole  chicken 
. tbsp. salt 
.  tbsp.  sugar 
_/3  to  1/2  c.  soy  sauce 


pepper 

1  clove  garlic,  crushed 
cilantro  (optional) 


■an  chicken  and  place  into  a  large  baking  pan.  Mix  ingredients, 
ur  3/4  of  mixture  into  the  cavity  of  the  chicken  and  rub  all 
mnd.  Rub  the  remainder  of  mixture  onto  the  skin  of  the  entire 
cken  Place  marinated  chicken  on  its  back  in  the  pan,  cover  and 
rigerate.  The  following  day,  baste  the  chicken  with  the  mixture 
lied  out  of  its  cavity  and  into  the  pan.  Place  the  chicken  on  its 
;nt  in  the  pan.  Bake  at  350  degrees  F.  Cover  the  tips  of  the  wings 
d  legs  with  aluminum  foil  for  about  the  first  half  hour  and  then 
cover  them,  split  the  thighs  a  little  with  a  knife  so  that  the 
icken  will  be  done.  During  baking,  baste  the  chicken  with  some 
the  drippings  in  the  pan.  Bake  for  1  to  V/t  hours  depending  on  the 
;e  of  the  chicken. 


Boston  Chinese 

Evangelical 

Church 


249  Harrison  Ave.,  Boston  MA  02111 

Opposite  Tai  Tung  Village  Tel.:  426-57 1 1 

Sunday  Worship:  9:30  AM  in  English 

11:00  AM  in  Cantonese 

Sunday  School:  9:30  AM  in  Cantonese 

11:00  AM  in  English 

All  are  welcome 


j 
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STAYING  WELL 


How  to  Choose  a  Doctor 


Staff  members  of  the  South  Cove  Community  Health  Center  are 
committed  to  the  continuing  well-being  of  the  community  they 
sene.  We  have  made  a  lot  of  progress  in  making  available  quality 
curative  services  for  all.  Yet.  we  feel  that  one  of  the  greatest 
challenges  is  to  help  people  stay  well  through  early  detection  of 
diseases  and  adoption  of  healthy  attitudes  and  habits.  We  are 
therefore  happy  to  introduce  a  monthly  series  on  health  promotion. 
These  articles  will  be  aimed  at: 

1)  Improving  the  knowledge  and  understanding  of  common 

medical  disorders. 

2)  Promoting  good  health  through  education  about  common 
preventive  practices. 

3)  Facilitating  access  to  the  health  system  through  awareness 

of  insurance  coverage,  health  care  plans,  etc. 

We  hope  that  readers  will  find  these  articles  informative  and 
interesting. 

*  *  *  *  * 

By  Danny  Chin,  M.D. 

Finding  a  good  doctor  is  one  of  the  most  important  choices  one 
can  make.  Yet,  many  people  spend  more  energy  and  thought  when 
buying  a  new  car.  This  first  article  of  STAYING  WELL  explains 
why  it  is  important  to  find  a  doctor  before  you  get  sick  and  how  to 
go  about  it. 

The  sad  truth  is  that  most  people  feel  that  they  don’t  need  to  see  a 
doctor  unless  they  are  sick.  “Why  waste  time  and  money  on  a 
doctor  when  I’m  feeling  healthy?”  The  problem  is  that  many 
diseases  produce  no  symptoms  until  the  illness  has  progressed  to  a 
point  where  treatment  is  difficult  or  useless.  Finding  a  competent 
physician  when  you’re  feeling  well  is  important  so  he  or  she  can 
screen  you  for  silent  illnesses  and  counsel  you  on  how  to  stay 
healthy. 

When  illness  does  occur,  a  doctor  who  knows  you  well  is  better 
prepared  to  treat  you  properly  and  to  refer  you  to  a  specialist  if 
necessary.  All  too  often,  people  postpone  medical  care  because  they 
are  afraid.  A  physician  whom  you  trust  can  allay  your  fears  about 
insignificant  symptoms,  or  he  may  order  tests  that  would  lead  to 
early  proper  medical  treatment.  In  cases  of  emergency,  you  can 
often  call  your  physician  before  subjecting  yourself  to  the  unfamil¬ 
iarity  of  an  emergency  room  or  a  strange  doctor. 

Unfortunately,  finding  a  good  doctor  can  be  a  difficult  task. 
Unlike  buying  a  new  car  where  you  can  refer  to  consumer  report 
ratings,  there  is  no  similar  publication  that  compares  physicians’ 
abilities.  THE  DIRECTORY  OF  MEDICAL  SPECIALISTS  which 
is  available  in  most  libraries  lists  every  physician’s  training  and 
education,  but  this  is  no  guarantee  that  a  certain  physician  is  right 
for  you.  For  example,  a  physician  with  excellent  training  may  not 
be  receptive  to  your  problems  if  his  or  her  interests  are  primarily 
research.  Likewise,  a  physician  with  excellent  communication 
skills  and  a  sympathetic  attitude  may  be  totally  incompetent.  The 
best  solution  is  to  find  someone  who  has  a  combination  of  these 
attributes;  a  doctor  who  is  sympathetic,  understanding  and  caring, 
but  above  all  skilled  in  the  technical  aspects  of  medicine. 

In  choosing  a  doctor  one  should  begin  with  a  primary  care 
physician.  Primary  care  physician  is  a  label  used  to  describe  a 
doctor  who  is  regarded  as  one’s  personal  or  family  physician.  He  is 
the  one  you  go  to  first  for  any  medically  related  problem.  He  treats 
you  as  a  total  person.  He  is  aware  of  your  family  and  work  situation 
and  how  they  may  affect  your  well-being.  The  primary  care 
physician  places  an  emphasis  on  keeping  you  healthy  by  screening 
for  certain  illnesses,  helping  you  to  discontinue  destructive  habits 
such  as  smoking  and  excessive  alcohol  and  counsels  you  about 
dietary  and  emotional  concerns. 

Although  in  many  ways  he  resembles  the  vanishing  general 
practitioner  who  made  house  calls  with  his  black  bag,  he  is 
actually  better  trained  and  more  knowledgeable  than  his  predeces¬ 
sor.  The  primary  care  physician  is  most  often  an  internist,  family 
practitioner  or  pediatrician,  but  can  also  be  a  specialist  in  one  of  the 
many  branches  of  medicine  such  as  cardiology,  pulmonary,  etc. 


Having  decided  to  begin  with  a  primary  care  physician,  the  next 
problem  is  to  find  a  good  one.  Many  people  find  their  physicians  by 
word  of  mouth  from  family  or  friends.  This  is  usually  a  very  good 
means  of  finding  a  doctor,  but  do  not  rely  on  the  word  of  only  one  or 
two  people.  A  doctor  with  a  good  reputation  in  the  community 
usually  deserves  it.  It  is  hard  to  fool  everyone  all  the  time.  If  you 
hear  over  and  over  again  about  how  caring  or  how  intelligent  a 
physician  is,  you  may  want  to  check  him  or  her  out  for  yourself.  On 
the  other  hand,  a  physician  with  a  “bad"  reputation  may  actually 
be  a  victim  of  rumors  and  gossip. 

A  good  physician  can  be  found  by  relying  on  the  opinions  of 
people  you  trust  and  respect.  One  such  reliable  source  is  asking 
friends  or  relatives  who  work  in  the  medical  field.  Everyone  who 
works  in  the  hospitals  knows  who  the  good  doctors  are.  The  young 
doctors  in  training,  interns  and  residents,  are  especially  aware  of 
the  practices  of  their  future  colleagues.  Physicians  themselves  are 
a  good  source  for  referring  other  competent  physicians.  If  you 
happen  to  be  moving  to  a  new  location  or  are  looking  for  a 
physician  for  a  friend  or  relative,  ask  your  own  doctor  for 
recommendations. 

Lacking  inside  information,  one  may  have  to  rely  on  such 
sources  as  the  medical  society,  the  medical  department  of  a 
community  hospital,  or  even  a  phonebook. 

Whether  you  get  the  name  of  a  doctor  through  friends,  relatives 
or  the  phonebook,  there  are  a  number  of  factors  to  consider  before 
making  your  final  decision: 

1)  Consider  whether  you  want  a  male  or  female  doctor.  Some 
people  find  it  easier  to  confide  their  problems  and  allow 
themselves  to  be  examined  by  physicians  of  the  same  sex. 
Though  it  shouldn’t  have  to  be  said,  competency  in  medicine 
has  no  relationship  to  the  sex  of  the  physicians. 

2)  Check  to  be  sure  that  your  physician  is  board  certified  in 
his  or  her  specialty.  Though  board  certification  does  not 
guarantee  a  good  doctor,  it  does  mean  that  the  physician  has 
spent  years  training  in  his/her  specialty  and  has  successfully 
passed  a  set  of  national  exams. 

3)  Consider  the  age  of  the  physician.  In  general,  older 
physicians  have  more  experience  but  they  may  also  lack  the 
most  recent  information  and  techniques.  On  the  other  hand, 
a  physician  just  out  of  training  lacks  the  valuable  experience 
that  only  comes  with  time. 

4)  Y our  physician  should  be  accessible.  After  hours  he  should 
make  arrangements  for  you  to  reach  someone  in  case  of 
emergency.  If  he  is  on  vacation  or  away  for  the  weekend  there 
should  be  coverage  by  another  physician  who  is  equally 
competent.  He  should  return  your  phone  calls  within  a 
reasonable  period  of  time.  He  should  try  to  fit  you  into  his 
schedule  in  case  of  an  unexpected  illness. 

5)  Consider  whether  your  physician  has  admitting  privileges 
to  a  good  hospital.  This  is  important  because  if  you  need 
hospitalization,  you  want  to  be  sure  that  your  doctor  is  able  to 
place  you  in  a  hospital  you  feel  comfortable  with. 

6)  Consider  whether  your  physician  communicates  with  you. 
Does  he  listen  to  you  or  is  he  constantly  interrupting  you? 
Does  he  explain  things  in  a  way  you  understand?  He  should 
be  able  to  make  you  comfortable  so  you  can  ask  important 
questions. 

7)  A  good  physician  should  be  caring  and  sympathetic  to 
your  problems.  A  good  physician  is  aware  of  the  complex 
emotions  you  experience.  He  can  help  you  deal  with  these 
feelings. 

8)  Be  cautious  of  the  doctor  who  too  readily  gives  injections 
or  prescribes  antibiotics  for  common  illnesses.  Most  common 
illnesses  are  viral  in  origin  and  require  no  specific  treatment. 

9)  Finally,  be  cautious  of  doctors  who  too  readily  prescribe 
tranquilizers  for  common  annoyances  of  daily  living.  He  or 
she  should  help  you  learn  how  to  deal  with  daily  annoyances 
or  refer  you  to  a  professional  for  more  complex  problems. 


City  Offers  New 
Free  Interview 
Skills  Workshops 

New  free  workshops,  the  In¬ 
terview  Skill  Series,  are  being 
offered  by  the  City's  Neighbor¬ 
hood  Development  and  Employ¬ 
ment  Agency  (NDEA). 

The  workshops  seek  to  prepare 
unemployed  Boston  residents  in 
all  aspects  of  conducting  an 
effective  and  successful  job  in¬ 
terview.  It  will  include  six  areas 
from  which  participants  may 
choose  to  meet  their  individual 
needs.  The  topics  include:  pro¬ 
jecting  appropriate  attitudes; 
handling  difficult  questions; 
naming  and  substantiating  work 
related  skills  and  personal  qual¬ 
ities;  choosing  a  realistic  em¬ 
ployment  goal;  filling  out  job 
applications;  and  general  inter¬ 
viewing. 

The  workshops  focus  on 
awareness,  teaching  partici¬ 
pants  how  posture,  movement, 
eye  contact,  voice  tone,  and  dress 
can  affect  an  interview.  Mock 
interviews  will  be  taped  and 
later  discussed  so  that  partici¬ 
pants  can  see  and  hear  how 
they  portray  themselves  to  a 
prospective  employer. 

To  qualify  for  the  Interview 
Preparation  Skill  Series,  indi¬ 
viduals  must  meet  the  following 
requirements:  Boston  residents 
(proof  of  residency  required);  un¬ 
employed  and  low-income;  pos¬ 
sess  a  high  school  diploma  or 
equivalent;  consistent  work  his¬ 
tory  (defined  as  remaining  at 
previous  jobs  for  at  least  six 
months  to  one  year  with  no 
unexplained  extended  period  of 
unemployment);  and  have  a  job 
skill. 

Upon  completion  of  the  work¬ 
shops,  individuals  will  be  refer¬ 
red  to  the  Boston  Job  Exchange, 
a  free  job  placement  service 
matching  qualified  applicants 
with  private  sector  jobs.  The 
Job  Exchange  is  a  collaborative 
effort  of  the  Boston  Private  In¬ 
dustry  Council  and  the  NDEA. 

For  more  information  call  the 
NDEA  at  720-4300  ext.  230. 

Openings  in 
Day  Camp 

The  Central  Branch  of  the 
Greater  Boston  YMCA  has 
openings  for  day  camp  at  Pon- 
kapoag  Outdoor  Center  in  the 
Blue  Hills  Reservation — for  boys 
and  girls  6  to  12  years  old.  For 
information,  brochure,  or  regis¬ 
tration,  call  536-7800  x  147  or 
148. 


CDBG  AND 
“EMERGENCY 
JOBS” 
FINAL 

STATEMENTS 
OPEN  FOR 
CITIZEN  REVIEW 

The  City  of  Boston's  Neigh¬ 
borhood  Development  and 
Employment  Agency  (NDEA) 
announces  that  the  following 
are  available  for  citizen  review: 

(1)  “The  Final  Statement  of 
Objectives  and  Projected  Use 
of  Funds  for  the  Year  IX  Com¬ 
munity  Development  Block 
Grant  (CDBG)  Program"and 

(2)  "The  Final  Statement  of 
Objectives  and  Proposed  Use 
of  Funds  for  the  Emergency 
Jobs  Bill  CDBG  Entitlement." 
Both  statements  have  been 
approved  by  the  Boston  City 
Council  and  have  been  sub¬ 
mitted  by  NDEA  to  the  U  S. 
Department  of  Housing  and 
Urban  Development  for  re¬ 
view. 

Interested  citizens  may  pick 
up  copies  of  the  Final  State¬ 
ments  from  the  NDEA  Public 
Information  Office.  5th  floor, 
15  Beacon  Street.  Boston,  MA 


Funds  Available  to  Community  Groups 
to  Develop  City-owned  Vacant  Lots 


The  Boston  Neighborhood 
Development  and  Employment 
Agency  (NDEA)  has  announced 
that  it  will  provide  funds  to 
community  groups  interested  in 
developing  city-owned  vacant 
lots. 

Through  the  NDE  A’s  Vacant 
Land  Reclamation  Project 
monies  will  be  available  for  land 
re-uses  including  but  not  limited 
to  small  playgrounds,  parks, 
gardens  and  playing  fields. 

Plans  for  the  redevelopment 
of  underutilized  parcels  will  be 
selected  through  a  competitive 
request  for  proposal  process, 
through  which  a  community 
group  will  select  a  city-owned 
lot  in  its  neighborhood,  prepare 
a  proposal  detailing  the  re-use 
plans  for  the  parcel,  and  enter 

into  a  maintenance  agreement 
with  the  city  for  two  years  of 
routine  upkeep.  The  city  will 
provide  use  of  the  lots  and  seed 
money  to  develop  the  parcel. 
Grant  awards  will  be  conditioned 
upon  the  grantee  meeting 
NDEA/ HUD  program  require¬ 


ments. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  community 
groups  seeking  to  redevelop  these 
vacant  lots  will  leverage  com¬ 
mitments  from  both  the  private 
sector  and  other  public  financing 
sources. 

Community  groups  interested 
in  applying  for  the  Vacant  Lot 
Reclamation  Project  may  pick 
up  copies  of  the  request  for  pro¬ 
posal  from  Cheryl  Smith  at 
NDEA,  15  Beacon  St.,  6th  floor, 
Boston.  Proposals  are  due  4:00 
p.m.  September  8. 


American 
Red  Cross 


The  American  Red  Cross  of 
Massachusetts  Bay  needs  health 
and  para-health  volunteers  to 
conduct  blood  pressu 
ings  this  summer. 

Training  and 
be  provided.  C; 
tension  203 
tion. 
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Jessica  Tang  taking  part  in  the  Quincy  Community  School’s  “Walk 
for  Rec.” 


Water  and  Electricity  Shut  Off 
At  231  Harrison  Ave.  After 
Tenants  Sign  Three-year  Lease 


By  Betty  Hok-Ming  Lam 

The  dispute  between  tenants 
and  landlord  at  231  Harrison 
Avenue  which  led  to  a  rental 
strike  for  four  months  finally 
came  to  an  end  when  a  new 
three-year  lease  was  signed  in 
July. 

The  two  parties  agreed  to  ap¬ 
ply  different  percentages  of  in¬ 
creases  in  rent  for  three  groups 
of  tenants  in  the  Tenants  Union 
for  the  first  two  years,  and  an 
across-the-board  increase  of  8% 
in  rent  for  the  third  year. 

The  tenants  will  receive  rent 
compensation  in  July  and  Aug¬ 
ust  as  settlement  of  claims  to 
make  up  for  the  poor  conditions 
that  they  had  to  cope  with  in  the 
past. 

The  lease  also  instituted  a 
new  procedure  for  registering 
complaints  from  the  tenants  to 
the  landlord,  William  A.  Harris. 
He  agreed  to  provide  written 


complaint  forms  in  English  and 
Chinese  for  the  tenants’  use  and 
he  is  required  to  respond  within 
a  specified  time. 

Not  too  long  after  the  new 
lease  was  in  effect,  the  building’s 
water  supply  was  shut  off  on 
July  12  for  eight  hours  because 
Harris  was  $9,274  in  arrears  in 
water  bills.  Members  oftheTen- 
.ants  Union,  after  consulting 
with  the  Chinatown  Housing 
and  Land  Development  Task 
Force,  agreed  to  withdraw  $1,079 
from  the  rent  money  withheld 
during  the  strike  to  pay  for  the 
landlord’s  water  bill.  But  the 
water  company  warned  if  Harris 
did  not  pay  his  bill  in  60  days, 
the  water  supply  would  have  to 
be  cut  off  again. 

On  July  18,  the  tenants  got 
the  news  that  their  electricity 
was  in  danger  of  being  cut  off 
because  the  landlord  owed  Bos¬ 
ton  Edison  more  than  $11,000 
for  electricity  usage  at  the  Harr¬ 
ison  building. 

The  Tenants  Union  voted 


against  paying  the  landlord's 
bill  this  time  because  they  felt  it 
was  not  their  responsibility  to 
do  so.  After  negotiation,  Leon 
Aronson,  Harris’  attorney,  asked 
the  Tenants  Union  to  write  a 
check  of  $3,600  to  pay  for  part  of 
the  electricity  bill,  while  he  would 
write  an  official  letter  stating 
that  Harris  would  not  ask  to  use 
any  more  of  the  rent  money 
withheld  until  all  the  necessary 

As  a  precaution  against  suf¬ 
fering  from  water  or  electricity 
shutoffs  in  the  future,  steps  were 
taken  by  the  Tenants  Union  to 
call  in  more  tenants  at  the  same 
building  to  discuss  ways  of  mak¬ 
ing  sure  their  landlord  will  pay 
his  bills  on  time. 

The  Task  Force,  hoping  to 
educate  renters,  is  administering 
talks  on  tenants’  rights  and 
proper  ways  of  submitting  com¬ 
plaints  to  landlords.  For  more 
information,  please  call  the  Task 
Force  office  from  9:30-1 1:30  a.m., 
1-2  p.m.,  Monday  through  Fri¬ 
day,  at  451-6711. 


Temporary  Youth  Shelter  to  Open  at  Hotel  Avery 


Fundraiser  Raises  $1400 
for  Quincy  Community  School 


Twenty-seven  “walkers”  and 
a  number  of  supporters  and  vol¬ 
unteers  participated  in  the 
Quincy  School  Community  Coun¬ 
cil’s  (QSCC)  recent  “Walk  for 
Rec”  fundraiser  on  June  11.  A 

total  of  $  1 400  was  raised  among 
the  walkers  and  an  additional 
$300  from  supporters  who  bought 
raffle  tickets  for  a  weekend  trip 
to  Washington,  D.C. 

Steve  Yee,  who  raised  the  most 
pledges  with  a  total  of  $307,  was 


This  summer  the  Asian  Amer- 
ican  Resource  Workshop 
(AARW)  has  begun  research  on 
an  exciting  new  Chinese  Ameri¬ 
can  history  project.  The  project 
involves  studying  the  history  of 
Overseas  Chinese  (Hua  Kew)  in 
America  from  sources  written 
in  Chinese.  Although  many  sig¬ 
nificant  works  concerning  the 
Chinese  American  experience 
have  been  written  in  English, 
there  are  few  such  resources 
available  to  the  immigrant, 
Chinese-speaking  community. 
Recognizing  this  lack  of  Chinese- 
language  materials  about  Chin¬ 
ese  American  history  in  the 
community,  the  AARW  has  in¬ 
itiated  its  Hua  Gong  research 
project.  Vivian  Lee  of  the  AARW 
will  be  excerpting  and  translat¬ 
ing  sections  from  a  variety  of 
source  materials  obtained  from 
libraries  and  universities  in 
Hong  Kong  and  China. 

Ideas  for  the  project  began 
when  the  AARW’s  Program 
Director,  Peter  Kiang,  visited 
Hong  Kong  and  the  People’s 
Republic  of  China  in  September 
1982.  After  meeting  with  staff 
from  the  Centre  of  Asian  Studies 
and  Fung  Ping  Shan  Library  at 
Hong  Kong  U ni versity ,  teachers 
at  Zhongshan  University’s 
Southeast  Asian  Historical  Re¬ 
search  Institute  in  Guangzhou, 
and  well-known  sociologist.  Dr. 
Chen  Han-seng  in  Beijing,  he 
returned  to  Boston  with  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  books,  journals,  and  mag¬ 
azine  articles  written  in  Chinese 
about  the  Chinese  experience  in 
America.  The  collection  included 
stories,  diaries,  and  letters  writ¬ 
ten  by  Chinese  immigrants. 
First-hand  accounts  such  as  Ng 
Yeung-chi’s  “Life  in  New  \ork 
Chinatown”  provided  valuable 
insight  into  the  immigrant  ex- 


presented  a  “Walkman”  radio 
set  for  his  efforts.  Betty  Wong  is 
the  lucky  winner  of  the  weekend 
trip  raffle,  donated  by  the  Sam¬ 
pan  Travel  Agency. 

Proceeds  of  the  event  will  help 
support  the  QSCC  Recreational 
Program  and  make  possible  an 
extended  schedule  of  pool,  gym, 
and  special  activities  for  com¬ 
munity  residents  throughout  the 
summer.  For  more  information 
on  activities,  call  426-6660. 


perience.  Also  included  were 
scholarly  materials  such  as 
books  from  Dr.  Chen  Han-sen’s 
10-volume  series  on  Overseas 
Chinese  Labor  History  and 
essays  by  researchers  from 
Zhongshan  University  which 
document  the  contributions  of 
early  Chinese  immigrants  to 
Toishan. 

The  Hua  Gong  project  is  sig¬ 
nificant  from  an  academic  point 
of  view  in  that  it  uses  a  uniquely 
Chinese  perspective  to  study 
Chinese  American  history,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  AARW.  More 
importantly,  the  project  will 
make  a  number  of  Chinese- 
language  materials  about  Chin¬ 
ese  American  history  more  ac¬ 
cessible  to  the  Chinatown  com¬ 
munity. 

Through  the  course  of  the 
project,  Vivian  Lee  will  read, 
excerpt,  and  translate  several 
selections  from  the  collection. 
Some  of  the  excerpts  will  be 
reprinted  in  either  the  AARW’s 
monthly  newsletter,  or  in  the 
SAMPAN.  The  entire  collection 
will  eventually  be  available  for 
community  use.  With  a  greater 
sense  of  collective  history,  the 
recent  immigrants  will  be  better 
able  to  claim  their  rights  in  this 
society.  Hopefully,  the  project 
will  also  encourage  more  immi¬ 
grants  to  write  about  their  own 
experiences — to  document  them 
for  future  generations. 

Prior  to  working  in  the  Hua 
Gong  project,  Vivian  translated 
the  AARW’s  GMJR  ROOTS  IN 
HISTORY  booklet  and  PIO¬ 
NEERS  AND  PAPER  SONS 
slideshow.  She  has  also  conduct¬ 
ed  Chinatown  oral  history  for 
the  Museum  of  Transportation’s 
“Neighborhood  Story  Project,” 
the  Chinese  Culture  Foundation 
of  San  Francisco’s  “Chinese 


Plans  to  renovate  the  Hotel 
Avery  into  a  temporary  center 
for  homeless  and  runaway  youth 
were  announced  July  15  by 
Father  Bruce  Ritter,  president 
of  Covenant  House,  a  nonprofit 
agency  that  specializes  in  pro¬ 
viding  services  for  these  young¬ 
sters.  Under  21  Boston,  as  the 
project  is  called,  is  expected  to 
begin  operation  in  mid-1984. 

As  a  sbort-term  crisis  program, 
Under  2 1  Boston  will  offer  youth 
emergency  shelter,  food,  cloth¬ 
ing,  health-and-legal  services, 
as  well  as  individual  and  group 
counseling  and  referrals  on  a 


Women  of  America  Project,”  and 
the  ChinatownPeople’sProgres- 
sive  Association’s  “Chinatown 
History  Project.”  The  Hua  Gong 
project  is  a  major  attempt,  how¬ 
ever,  to  popularize  Chinese 
American  history  in  Chinese 
for  the  immigrant  community. 

Anyone  interested  in  learning 
more  about  the  Hua  Gong  pro¬ 
ject,  or  in  contributing  additional 
materials  to  the  project  should 
contact  Vivian  Lee  at  the  AARW, 
27  Beach  St.,  3/F,  in  Boston 
Chinatown  or  call  426-5313.  The 
project  is  funded  through  the 
summer  by  the  Institute  of  Poli¬ 
tics  at  Harvard  and  by  Radcliffe 
Education  for  Action. 


EDWARD 

FEGREUS 

Concentrating 
in  Business 
and  Real 
Estate  Law 

Attorney  at  Law 
367-0011 

7  Water  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 


24-hour-a-day,  seven  day  a  week 
basis.  The  Under  21  program 
will  have  an  open  intake  policy 
whereby  the  facility  is  accessible 
day  or  night  to  any  youngster 
under  the  age  of  21. 

In  the  search  for  a  suitable 
location  for  the  Under  21  Boston 
program,  Covenant  House  ex¬ 
amined  dozens  of  sites  in  various 
sections  of  Boston.  Little  City 
Hall  in  tine  Fenway  is  tVie  prefer¬ 
red  site,  and  Covenant  House  is 
submitting  a  proposal  to  the 
city  to  acquire  and  renovate 
that  building  for  the  Under  21 
Boston  Program.  In  the  interim, 
Covenant  House  is  planning  to 
open  a  limited  program  in  the 
Hotel  Avery  until  another,  more 
appropriate  permanent  site  is 
secured. 

During  a  meeting  earlier  this 
year  with  representatives  of 
Covenant  House,  members  of 
various  human  service  agencies 
in  Chinatown-South  Cove  voiced 
their  objections  to  the  potential 
impact  of  locating  the  youth 
shelter  next  to  the  Chinese  com¬ 
munity.  The  choice  of  the  Hotel 
Avery  as  the  site  for  the  shelter 
also  drew  opposition  from  devel¬ 


opers  undertaking  construction 
nearby. 

Located  at  Washington  and 
Avery  Streets  in  Boston’s  Com¬ 
bat  Zone,  the  Hotel  Avery  was 
acquired  by  Covenant  House  of 
New  York,  parent  organization 
to  Under  21  Boston,  in  late  De¬ 
cember  of  last  year.  F  ather  Ritter 
stated  that  the  location  is  well 

suited  to  carry  out  the  objectives 
of  ttie  Under2l  Boston  program 

“The  Hotel  Avery  is  located  in 
an  area  frequented  by  homeless 
and  runaway  youth,”  he  said. 
He  also  indicated  that,  in  its 
initial  stages,  the  Under  21  Bos¬ 
ton  program  will  care  for  ap¬ 
proximately  35  to  45  troubled 
youth. 

Under  21  Boston  is  a  program 
of  Covenant  House,  a  New  York 
City-based  agency  which  evolv¬ 
ed  from  a  ministry  to  runaway 
and  homeless  youth  established 
in  1968  by  Father  Bruce  Ritter, 
a  Conventual  Franciscan  priest. 
Nine  years  later,  Father  Ritter 
opened  a  24-hour  crisis  center, 
Under  21  in  Times  Square,  New 
York.  To  date,  Under  21  in  New 
York  has  served  over  35,000 
homeless  and  runaway  youth 
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EDUCATION 


Newton  Cantonese  School  Holds  Spring  Fair 


Six-year-old  J asmine  Lai  having  her  face  painted  by  Dudley 
the  Clown  at  the  Newton  Cantonese  School’s  Spring  Fair. 


By  May  Chin 

Newton  Cantonese  School 
Like  the  bow  described  in  an 
old  Chinese  proverb  about  work 
and  leisure  that  “(a)fter  tautness, 
slackness,”  the  Newton  Canton¬ 
ese  School,  after  nearly  eight 
months  of  intense  learning,  re¬ 
laxed  for  some  well-deserved  fun. 

In  early  May,  following  more 
than  a  month  of  rehearsals  by 
students  and  teachers  like,  the 
school  held  its  Spring  Fair.  It 
included  a  variety  show  (the 
second  in  its  history),  a  luncheon, 
a  raffle,  and  a  demonstration  of 
Chinese  brush  painting  by  Yim 
Ching  Wong,  a  gifted  artist. 

Led  by  Shirley  Hong,  their 
teacher,  the  preschoolers  rang¬ 
ing  in  age  from  three  to  five 
years  old,  delighted  the  record 
turnout  of  over  200  friends  and 
relatives  with  their  rendition  of 
the  Chinese  song  “The  Three 
Frogs.”  Especially  memorable 
was  the  sight  and  sound  of  their 


jumping  up  and  down  in  almost 
perfect  unison  to  the  verse  “The 
three  frogs.. .jump  so  high.” 

Dressed  in  brilliantly  colored 
costumes,  the  girls  of  Level  I  to 


IV,  appeared  poised  and  confi¬ 
dent  as  they  gave  fine  perform¬ 
ances  of  the  traditional  Chinese 
chopstick  and  tambourine 
dances  under  the  direction  of 


16-year-old  Julie  Lin. 

Rounding  out  the  show  were 
demonstrations  of  the  martial 
arts  Wu  Shu,  executed  by  the 
boys  of  Levels  Kindergarten  to 
IV  and  by  one  six-year-old  girl. 
The  movements  performed  by 
the  children  were  geared  to  their 
ages,  with  their  instructor,  John 
Quinan,  doing  the  most  phys¬ 
ically  demanding  ones. 

Not  too  long  after  the  Spring 
Fair,  the  school  held  its  annual 
barbeque  to  mark  the  close  of 
another  academic  year.  To  the 
parents  who  attended,  the  high¬ 
light  was  probably  the  moment 
Mary  Young,  the  school’s  chair¬ 
person,  and  Constance  Lee,  the 
principal,  handed  out  certifi¬ 
cates  of  achievement  to  their 
children  at  the  morning  assem¬ 
bly.  But  to  the  children,  the 
abundance  of  food  and  the  vari¬ 
ety  show  earlier  that  day  were 
not  nearly  as  impressive  as  Dud¬ 
ley,  the  clown,  and  his  twin.  The 
two  mesmerized  the  children 
with  their  silly  antics,  face 
painting,  and  twisting  and 
shaping  of  elongated  balloons 


into  animals  and  fruits  right 
before  their  very  eyes. 

With  two  more  successtul 
events  behind  them,  the  students 
and  teachers  of  the  Newton 
Cantonese  School  now  look  for¬ 
ward  to  a  relaxing,  carefree  sum¬ 
mer  before  buckling  down  again 
to  the  serious  business  of  learn¬ 
ing. 

On  May  21,  the  Newton  Can¬ 
tonese  School  also  held  its  an¬ 
nual  election  for  school  council. 
The  results  of  the  election  for 
the  1983-1984  school  year,  to 
begin  July  1,  are  as  follows: 
Mary  Young  as  chairperson; 
May  Chin  as  secretary;  Caroline 
Chin  as  treasurer;  Jean  Chin  as 
chairperson/curriculum;  Vin¬ 
cent  Chin  as  chairperson/fund¬ 
raising. 

Susan  Chin  hs  been  serving 
as  acting  assistant  principal  for 
the  school  since  February  1983. 
On  May  21,  Chin  consented  to 
complete  the  two-year  term  of 
assistant  principal  to  terminate 
on  June  30,  1984.  This  term 
position  coincides  with  that  of 
the  principal,  Constance  Lee. 


TRAINING  PROGRAMS 


TRAINING  COURSES 
in  BIOTECHNOLOGY 

Tufts  University  is  offering  2  biotechnology  training 
programs  in  conjunction  with  5  area  companies  and 
partial  funding  from  Bay  State  Skills  Corporation. 
Registrants  with  a  minimum  of  an  Associate’s  degree 
can  be  trained  as  biotechnology  technicians.  An 
advanced  course  is  available  for  students  with 
Bachelor's  degree  who  may  already  be  working  as 
technicians  or  biochemical  engineers  as  part  of 
continuing  education. 

These  courses  feature  hands-on  experience  in  actual 
work  places.  Topics  include  molecular  biology,  hy- 
bridoma,  fermentation  technology,  large  scale  protein 
purification,  and  engineering  design.  3  afternoons 
per  week  from  September-December  1983  or  Feb- 
ruary-May  1  984.  Access  to  Tufts’  placement  service. 
For  details  and  applications,  write  Biotech,  New 
England  Enzyme  Center,  1 36  Harrison  Ave.,  Boston, 
MA  021 1 1  -  include  current  resume. 


TRAINING  PROGRAM 


Programs  are  scheduled  to  begin  in 
October  and  November,  1983. 

Cable  Construction  & 

Installation  (Full-time) 

Requires  valid  Mass.  Driver’s  License  and  must  be  bondable. 

Combination  Welding/  (Part-time) 

Electronics  Manufacturing 
Technology  (Part-time) 

Machine  Tool  Set-Up 
Pnd  Operation  (Part-time) 

Medical  Secretary /Office 
Support  Services  (Full-time) 

Marine  Trades  (Full-time): 

•  Shipfitting 

•  Marine  Welding 

•  Outside  Machinist 

•  Electrician 

•  Pipefitting 

Eligibility:  You  must  be  — 

•  a  Boston  resident 

•  economically  disadvantaged 

•  unemployed  for  one  week  by  start  of  program 

•  1  8  years  old  at  program  finish 

Information  and  registration  sessions  by  appointment  only.  Calls 
for  appointment  accepted  between  the  hours  of  9:00  a  m.  and  1  2 
noon,  July  25.  26,  27.  28  and  29  only.  Call  482-7789;  ask  for 
admissions  office. 

Programs  conducted  by  the  Boston  Technical  Center  in  associa¬ 
tion  with  Boston  area  private  employers  and  are  subiect  to  continued 
funding  by  Government  sources. 

BOSTON  TECHNICAL  CENTER 
Boston  Marine  Industrial  Park 
660  Summer  Street,  Boston 

rVomen  and  minorities  are  encouraged  to  apply. 
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Private  Industry’s 
Training  Partner 


Scholarships  and  Awards 


These  three  Asian  American  students  were  among  the  58  Boston 
public  high  school  graduates  awarded  a  four-year  full-tuition 
scholarship  to  Boston  University  recently  during  ceremonies  at 
Boston  Latin  School.  Shown  [from  left]  are  My  Thuc  Loi  and  Wing 
Lum  Chen  of  Allston  and  Rita  Truong  of  the  South  End.  Loi  is  a 
graduate  of  Brighton  High;  Chen  is  a  graduate  and  1983 
valedictorian  of  Peter  Fanueil  School;  and  Truong  is  a  graduate  of 
Charlestown  High  School.  Three  other  Asian  American  scholarship 
winners  were  Thao  Huynh  of  Dorchester,  a  graduate  of  Brighton 
High;  Lillian  P.  Lee  of  Brighton,  a  graduate  of  Boston  Latin  School; 
and  Wai  Ching  Yung  of  Brighton,  a  graduate  of  Boston  Latin 


APPLY 


NOW 


E  For  new  Action  for  Boston  Community  Devel¬ 
opment  Office  Skills  Program. 


Applicants  must  be  Boston  residents  who  are 
CETA  eligible  with  good  math  and  English 
skills. 


To  apply,  see  Mr.  Charles  at  Action  for 
Boston  Community  Development,  179 
Tremont  Street,  Boston. 


Six  Asians  were  among  the 
28  students  graduating  from 
Boston  public  high  schools  to 
receive  STRIVE  scholarships 
this  year.  Sponsored  by  the  Bos¬ 
ton  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
Permanent  Charities  Fund  of 
Boston,  the  STRIVE  program 
provides  $1000  scholarships  to 
students  who  will  attend  post¬ 
secondary  institutions  for  fur¬ 
ther  vocational  education.  Selec¬ 
tion  of  the  award  recipients  was 
based  on  their  scholastic  efforts, 
attendance  in  school,  and  their 
determination  and  motivation 
to  pursue  their  educational  and 
career  goals. 

The  following  are  the  six  Asian 
students  awarded  scholarships 
along  with  their  high  school, 
career  interest,  and  post  second¬ 
ary  school:  David  Chan,  Boston 
Latin  School,  Business/Food 
Service,  Babson  College;  Tri 
Hoan  Dang,  English  High 
School,  Aeronautics,  Wentworth 
Institute;  Hung  Van  Do, 
Brighton  High  School,  Air¬ 
plane  Mechanics,  East  Coast 
Aero  Tech;  Chor  Chi  Kwan, 
Jamaica  Plain  High  School, 
Commercial  Design,  Bartlett 
School  of  Art;  Tri  Van  N  guyen, 
Brighton  High  School,  Industri¬ 
al  Technology,  Northeast  Insti¬ 
tute  of  Industrial  Technology; 
Dinh  Gia  Pham,  Brighton 
High  School,  Electronics,  East 
Coast  Aero  Tech. 

*  *  *  *  * 

Catherine  Yee-Sang  of 
Jamaica  Plain  and  Linda  Mei 
Ling  Y ee  Tom  of  Milton  receiv¬ 
ed  certificates  of  achievement 
in  early  childhood  education  at 
the  recent  Action  for  Boston 
Community  Development 
(ABCD)  Urban  College  gradua¬ 
tion  ceremony.  The  certificates 
were  awarded  to  a  total  of  18 
students  in  recognition  of  their 
reaching  the  half-way  mark  to¬ 
ward  earning  associate  degrees 
in  human  services,  management, 
or  early  childhood  education  in 
the  accredited  program,  which 
is  jointly  administered  by  ABCD, 
Bunker  Hill  Community  College, 
and  Roxbury  Community  Col¬ 
lege. 


College  and 
Career  Fair 

A  College  and  Career  Fair 
will  be  sponsored  by  Hope  Talent 
Search,  a  federally  funded,  multi¬ 
lingual  career  and  educational 
counseling  agency.  The  exhibi¬ 
tion  will  be  held  at  the  Harriet 
Tubman  House,  566  Columbus 
Ave.,  Boston,  on  August  24,  from 
1-5  p.m.  (Corner  of  Mass.  Ave. 
and  Columbus  Ave.) 

The  event  will  feature  repre¬ 
sentatives  from  colleges,  techni¬ 
cal-vocational  schools,  and  busi¬ 
nesses  in  the  Greater  Boston 
area. 

For  further  information,  call 
267-6744. 


August  1983 


Asian  American  International 


Film  Festival  to  Open  in  Boston 


TURUMBA 


On  Saturday  and  Sunday 
August  2  Ah  and  28th,  begin¬ 
ning  at  3:00  p.m.  each  day,  the 
Asian  American  Resource  Work¬ 
shop  (AARW)  will  present  the 
Boston-area  premiere  of  the 
Sixth  Annual  Asian  American 
International  Film  Festival.  Co¬ 
sponsored  by  the  MIT  Film/ 
Video  Section,  the  Festival  will 
he  screened  at  Building  54,  Room 
100  on  the  MIT  campus.  A  dona¬ 
tion  of  $4.00  is  suggested  for 
each  day’s  program. 

The  Asian  American  Inter¬ 
national  Film  Festival  is  pro¬ 
duced  annually  by  Asian  Cine- 
Vision  in  New  York.  After  open¬ 
ing  in  June  to  rave  reviews  in 
New  York,  the  Festival  is  now 
beginning  its  national  tour.  Bos¬ 
ton  is  the  first  official  stop  for 
the  Festival,  to  be  followed  by 
Washington  D.C.,  Chicago,  Los 
Angeles,  San  Francisco,  Toronto, 
and  Philadelphia.  This  is  the 
first  year  that  the  Festival  has 
come  to  Boston.  The  Festival 
features  films  from  Asian  and 
new  works  by  independent  Asian 
American  filmmakers.  Special 
highlights  will  include  a  tribute 
to  the  late  James  Wong  Howe, 
two-time  Oscar-winning  cine¬ 
matographer,  as  well  as  guest 
appearances  by  two  Asian 
American  filmmakers  from  New 
York  who  have  works  in  the 
Festival. 

International  films  include 
WILLFUL  MURDER,  Japan’s 
entry  in  the  Berlin  Film  Festival, 
directed  by  Kei  Kumai  and  star- 
ring  KAGEMUSHA’s  Tatsuya 
Nakadai.  WILLFUL  MURDER 
recounts  the  Shimoyama  Inci¬ 
dent  which  rocked  Japan  and 
its  labor  movement  in  1949.  From 


the  Philippines  comes  a  new 
feature  by  Kidlat  Tahimik  (di¬ 
rector  of  PERFUMED  NIGHT¬ 
MARE),  the  only  independent 
filmmaker  based  in  the  Philip¬ 
pines.  Tahimik’s  TURUMBA 

looks  sardonically  at  the  effects 

of  the  Munich  Olympics  in  a 
small  village  in  the  Philippines. 
WILLFUL  MURDER  will  be 


screened  on  Saturday  evening; 
TURUMBA  on  Sunday  evening. 

Films  by  Asian  American  film¬ 
makers  include  documentary, 
personal,  dramatic,  and  experi¬ 
mental  forms.  The  Festival’s 

Saturday  afternoon  program  will 

include:  PLAYLAND  by  Ed¬ 
mund  Cheung  on  the  milieu  of 
teen-age  prostitution  in  Times 


Square;  FEI  TIEN  by  Christine 
Choy,  based  on  a  play  by  Genny 
Lim,  on  the  relationship  and 
aspirations  of  two  women  living 
in  New  York  Chinatown;  MAT¬ 
RIMONY,  an  experimental  por¬ 
trait  of  marriage  bv  Ruby  Yang; 
FOOLS  DANCE  by  Bob  Naka¬ 
mura  (director  of  HITO-HATA) 
and  Karen  Ishizuka,  starring 
Mako  and  Esther  Rolle  in  a 
tragic  comedy  of  a  Buddhist 
reincarnate  living  in  a  Los  An¬ 
geles  rest  home;  HONG  KONG 
DONG,  an  experimental  anima¬ 
tion  collage  of  Dong  Kingman’s 
Chinese  American  past;  SIN- 
CERII’Y  PARTI  by  Lambert 
Yam  on  the  closing  of  a  child¬ 
ren  s  school  in  Hong  Kong 
founded  by  his  parents;  and 
FRECKLED  RICE  by  Cam 
bridge-born  Steve  Ning  and  star 
ring  local  teen  J.P.  Wing  in  a 
personal  story  of  growing  up 
American-born  in  Boston  China¬ 
town  during  the  1960’s.  Steve 
Ning  will  be  present  at  the  Fes¬ 
tival's  Saturday  program. 

The  JAMES  WONG  HOWE 
RETROSPECTIVE  will  open 
next,  and  include  the  documen¬ 
tary  JAMES  WONG  HOWE 
produced  by  Beulah  Quo  about 
Howe’s  stunning  film  career  and 
THE  WORLD  OF  DONG 
KINGMAN,  Howe’s  documen¬ 
tary  on  painter  and  fellow  Asian 
American  arts  veteran,  Dong 
Kingman. 

The  evening  program  will  in¬ 
clude  BEGINNING  by  Dow- 
ming  Lee  using  sand  painting 
animation  techniques;  SHIFT, 
an  experimental  short  by  Toshio 
Matsumoto;  SPIRIT  OF  THE 
DREAM  HOUSE,  an  experi¬ 
mental  short  by  Fu-ding  Cheng; 
and  the  feature  film'WILLFUL 


MURDER  from  Japan. 

The  Film  Festival’s  Sunday 
afternoon  program  will  begin 
with  RE- ASSEMBLAGE  by 
Trinh  Minh-ha  on  the  film- 
maker’s  confrontation  with 
ethno-documentaries  in  her  own 
film  study  of  a  Sengalese  vil¬ 
lage;  A  TIME  TO  RISE  by  Anan 
Patwardhan  documents  the  role 
of  East  Indian  laborers  in  build¬ 
ing  the  Canadian  Farmworkers 
Union;  and  SO  FAR  FROM 
INDIA  by  Mira  Nair  about  an 
Indian  immigrant  worker’s  at¬ 
tempt  to  bring  his  wife  and  son 
from  India  to  New  York.  Mira 
Nair  will  be  present  at  the  Festi¬ 
val  on  Sunday.  Mira  studied 
film  in  Cambridge  before  moving 
to  New  York.  Following  Mira’s 
presentation,  the  JAMES  WONG 
HOWE  RETROSPECTIVE  will 
be  repeated. 

Sunday  evening  will  feature 
THE  LAST  GAME  by  Ann  Yen 
on  the  struggle  for  survival  dur¬ 
ing  war-time;  SILENCE  by 
Michael  Uno  who  received  a 
1 983  Oscar  nomination  for  Best 
live  Action  Short  for  this  drama¬ 
tization  of  the  Vietnam  War; 
and  Kidlat  Tahimik’s  feature 
from  the  Philippines,  TURUM¬ 
BA. 

The  premiere  of  the  Asian 
American  International  Film 
Festival  in  Boston  will  offer 
local  audiences  the  opportunity 
to  see  new  visions  and  directions 
presented  by  a  variety  of  Asian 
American  filmmakers.  The 
AARW  hopes  that  greater  local 
interest  and  support  for  Asian 
American  media  will  be  gener- 
ated  as  a  result. 

"rickets  and  flyers  for  the  festi¬ 
val  are  available  at  the  AARW 
at  426-5313. 


Review 

One  View  of  the  1 983 
International  Film  Festival 


By  Bill  J.  Gee 

Images  slicing  through  space  at  a 
pacey  24-frames-per-second  merge  in  that 
interior  zone  of  the  mind,  producing  a 
sedentary  experience  of  engaging  pass¬ 
ivity.  This  would  seem  the  gist  of  the  film 
watching  activity  were  we  to  somehow 
pass  over  the  intention  of  the  filmmaker, 
the  sensibility  of  the  film  viewer,  and  the 
relationship  both  maker  and  viewer  oddly 
share  at  that  meeting  ground  which  is  a 
darkened  theatre  with  a  vertical  screen 
luminous  with  images  flickering  and 
flying  about.  But  somehow  these  ingredi¬ 
ents  do  matter  or  we  would  not  have  film 
theory,  or  the  plethora  of  cinema  study 
courses  that  invite  our  attendance  and 
our  money  or  those  jam-packed  work¬ 
shops  in  film  making  which  yield, 
dependably  enough,  a  replenishing  crop 
of  film  artists  who  go  on  to  present  us, 
every  summer  it  seems,  with  a  feast’s 
worth  of  film  festivals,  “The  Asian  Amer¬ 
ican  International  Film  Festival” 
( AAIFF),  now  in  its  sixth  year,  being  the 
most  notable. 

The  AAIFF  is  marshalled  together 
each  year  by  Asian  Cine-Vision  (ACV) 
of  New  York,  an  outfit  launched  into 
existence  in  1976  by  media  artists  on  a 
mission  of  hope  that  a  multi-media  center 
rooted  in  the  Chinese  community  could 
sustain  itself  and  even  grow.  All  expecta¬ 
tions  have  been  surpassed.  ACV  now 
can  boast  of  having  under  its  eaves, 
along  with  the  AAIFF,  such  major  pro¬ 
jects  as  the  annual  video  festival,  Chinese 
Cable  TV,  and  Bridge  magazine.  Over 
the  years  the  AAIFF  has  proven  to  be  a 
congenial  place  for  Asian  American  film¬ 
makers,  from  those  with  garnished  repu¬ 
tations  to  the  sallow,  trigger  eager  gradu¬ 
ates  of  film  study,  in  quickened  pursuit 
of  their  share  of  garlanding  praise.  For 
instance,  Wayne  Wang,  the  auteur  of 
last  year’p  hit  on  the  low-budget- but- 


wonderful  circuit,  CHAN  IS  MISSING, 
has  been  featured  three  times,  the  last  in 
1982  with  his  acclaimed  hit.  His  previous 
offerings  were  NEW  RELATIONSHIPS, 
a  love  story  employing  media  images  of 
Asians,  and  FIRE  OVER  WATER,  a 
rough  and  somewhat  disjointed  first 
effort  at  a  film  later  polished  into  CHAN. 
Doubtless  the  reactions  to  this  first  ver¬ 
sion  helped  him  later  to  achieve  the  tight 
form  and  masterly  power  of  his  final 
print. 

Other  filmmakers  with  works  regularly 
screened  include  Christine  Choy  of  Third 
World  Newsreel,  whose  documentary 
SPIKES  AND  SPINDLES  was  one  of 
the  very  first  films  to  appear  at  AAIFF; 
Mira  Nair,  who  takes  for  her  subject 
matter  India  and  the  Indian  immigrant 
experience;  Jon  Wing  Lum,  the  documen- 
tarist  of  the  Asian  American  Women’s 
movement  with  the  film  TO  BE  OUR¬ 
SELVES,  and  of  the  struggle  in  Philadel¬ 
phia’s  Chinese  American  community  to 
save  their  neighborhood  with  the  1973 
work,  SAVE  CHINATOWN;  and,  of 
course,  Arnie  Wong,  the  animationist 
without  peer,  whose  creations,  all  short 
and  in  color,  have  been  the  peppery  spice 
of  the  festival  over  the  years,  the  uncon¬ 
tested  favorite  of  the  audiences,  and 
while  his  absence  from  the  fest  since 
1981  is  regretted,  the  three  minute  pro¬ 
duction  ACAPULCO  GOLD  of  that  year 
is  fondly  recalled  as  highlighting  this 
reviewer’s  sitting,  as  he  can  best  remem¬ 
ber  it. 

Nor  has  the  upstart  filmmaker  been 
ignored  by  the  AAIFF.  Throughout  the 
festival’s  brief  history,  the  novice  out 
with  his/her  first  work  has  been  allotted 
ample  time  and  space.  More  than  one 
can  imagine,  having  an  audience  in 
attendance  for  a  first  film  not  only  forti¬ 
fies  but  in  some  intangible  way  helps  to 

Continued  on  page  IS 
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FRECKLED  RICE  Provides  a  Compassionate  Look 


at  Being  Young  and  Chinese  American 


FREC KLED  RIC E.  Written  and  directed 
by  Stephen  C.  Ning.  Produced  by  Stephen 
C.  Ning  and  Yuet  Fung  Ho.  Screening 
on  August  27  and  28  at  Building  54, 
Room  100,  MIT,  Cambridge. 

*  *  *  *  * 


By  Henry  Jung 

FRECKLED  RICE,  a  48-minute  color 
film  directed  and  written  by  Steven  C. 
Ning,  which  premiered  in  Boston  July 
15,  is  a  bi-lingual  English-Cantonese 
film  that  focuses  on  the  cultural  conflicts 
experienced  by  American-born  13-year- 
old  Joe  Soo  (played  by  J.P.  Wing,  co-host 
of  WBZ-TV’s  Emmy  winning  GET  OFF 
YOLJR  BLOCK)  who  lives  in  Boston 
Chinatown  in  the  mid-1960’s.  His  family 
is  planning  to  move  to  New  Hampshire 
because  his  hardworking  father  has  pur¬ 
chased  a  Chinese-Polynesian  restaurant 
there.  However  Joe  is  very  ambivalent 
about  going  there  and  forsaking  his 
familiar  Boston  Chinatown  environment 
and  companions.  In  addition  to  this 
move,  Joe  has  been  involved  in  an  on¬ 
going  conflict  with  his  father  and  his 
traditional  authoritarian  paternal  role, 
unlike  the  companionate,  “good  friend” 
relationship  popularized  in  the  American 
mass  media,  particularly  on  TV  programs 
viewed  by  Joe. 

Given  this  painful  situation,  Joe  con¬ 
fides  to  his  closest  friend  and  buddy 
Mooney  about  this  dilemma  and  informs 
the  latter  that  he  is  going  to  run  away 
from  home  and  live  with  his  older  brother 
Wilson,  who  has  adopted  more  indepen¬ 
dent  "American  life-style.”  Wilson  reluc¬ 
tantly  agrees  to  this  arrangement  and 
Joe  moves  in.  However  Joe  soon  discovers 
that  Wilson  is  unable  to  adequately  care 


for  him.  Consequently  Joe  sneaks  off  to 
his  paternal  grandfather’s  small  dingy 
Chinatown  apartment. 

Meanwhile  Joe’s  parents  are  unaware 
of  his  whereabouts  and  are  terribly  wor¬ 
ried.  The  couple’s  parenting  styles  are 
contrasted.  The  mother  expresses  her 
disapproval  of  the  father’s  strictness 
and  preoccupation  with  being  Chinese, 
which  has  alienated  the  older  son  and  is 
presently  damaging  his  relationship  with 
Joe.  The  father  admits  to  experiencing 
some  confusion  over  his  role. 

While  at  his  grandfather’s  place,  Joe 
comes  to  learn  about  his  own  father’s 
youth  and  struggle  as  a  young  immigrant. 
He  also  comes  to  understand  why  his 
father  is  so  concerned  with  family  dis¬ 
cipline,  respect  and  cultural  pride. 

At  this  point  Joe  decides  to  go  home, 
but  now  with  a  deeper  love  for  both  his 
father  and  grandfather... and  a  little  wiser. 

For  this  reviewer,  the  most  poignant 
scene  was  the  seemingly  casual  inter¬ 
action  between  Joe  and  his  grandfather 
in  the  latter’s  little  apartment,  dark  and 
full  of  memories.  Without  being  polemical 
or  heavy-handed,  the  retired  grandfather 
appears  to  symbolize  the  tenacity,  pride 
and  will  to  survive  among  the  earlier 
immigrants.  A  strong  sense  of  continuity 
through  the  three  generations  is  renewed 
here  in  this  touching  scene. 

Apart  from  the  somewhat  disappoint¬ 
ing  sound  quality,  FRECKLED  RICE  is 
a  technically  well-done  movie.  The  cam¬ 
era  action  is  skillful;  the  story  line  is 
well-integrated;  the  acting  is  understated 
and  carefully  reflects  the  culturally  subtle 
nuances  involved.  The  tone,  imagery 
and  structural  rhythm  are  all  woven 
into  a  compact  and  comprehensive  whole. 
But  above  all  FRECKLED  RICE  is  a 
very  compassionate  movie  that  explores 
a  complex  subject  with  delicacy. 


Lorelei  Leung  [Bride]  and  Joe  Chow  [Groom]  during  the  shooting  of  a  scene  of 
FRECKLED  RICE.  [File  photo] 
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Local  Reaction 


FRECKLED  RICE  a  Hit 


at  Boston  Debut  Showing 


By  Gloria  Chun 

Nearly  200  “film  extras,”  a  star  (J.P. 
Wing),  friends  and  supporters  gathered 
to  celebrate  the  Boston  debut  showing  of 
Stephen  C.  Ning’s  film,  FRECKLED 
RICE,  at  the  Quincy  School  auditorium 
last  month. 

FRECKLED  RICE  was  filmed  in  Bos¬ 
ton  Chinatown  and  familiar  scenes  of 
the  China  Pearl  Restaurant,  Ping  On 
Alley,  Oak  Street,  and  various  shots  of 
Chinatown,  the  old  Hancock  Building, 
and  views  of  Fort  Point  Channel  pepper 
the  highly  moving,  and  somewhat  auto¬ 
biographical  film  by  director/editor/ 
writer/producer  Stephen  C.  Ning. 

Ning  is  a  local  boy  and  the  son  of 
George  Ning,  insurance  salesman  and 
active  community  member  with  the  Chin¬ 
ese  Consolidated  Benevolent  Association; 
Ning  is  also  the  brother  of  Richard  Ning, 
past  co-chair  of  the  Quincy  Community 
School  Council  and  information  special¬ 
ist  with  the  U.S.  Census. 

With  shoulder-length  hair  tied  neatly 


into  a  pony  tail  and  sporting  a  sparse 
goatee,  Ning  began  filming  FRECKLED 
RICE  in  1980.  Chinatown  community 
members  were  eagerly  awaiting  the  debut. 

Few  were  disappointed  in  the  film,  in 
its  message  and  its  mood.  (Many  however 
were  startled  at  what  eventually  did  not 
appear  in  the  final  product,  considering 
the  long  hours  “extras”— unpaid— con¬ 
tributed  to  this  first-film  effort.) 

Herbert  Offen,  a  “godfather"  or  as 
Steve  calls  him,  his  “white  uncle,”  raved 
over  the  film,  calling  it  a  “gem,”  a  “tour 
de  force.”  Offen,  himself  a  one-time 
cameraman  for  NBC  news  who  worked 
with  John  Cameron  Swazee  and  learned, 
on-the-job,  the  importance  of  editing  and 
economy  of  film,  said  Ning  did  an  “hon¬ 
orable  job,  to  himself  and  to  the  audi¬ 
ence”;  Offen  said  the  film  is  artistically 
sensitive  yet  allowed  the  craft  to  develop 
the  story,  the  story  of  “what  it  is  like  to 
live  on  the  fringe.” 

Ning’s  storv  is  about  a  Chinese  young- 
Continued  on  page  15 


Actors  Philip  Chew  [Wongy]  and  J.P.  Wing  [Joe  Soo]  and  Director/Co-producer 
Stephen  C.  Ning  at  reception  following  the  Boston  premiere  showing  of  FRECKLED 
RICE.  [Photo  by  Doris  Sue  Wong] 
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Interview 


Stephen  C.  Ning  Talks  About  His  New  Film 


The  following  telephone  interview  was 
conducted  with  Stephen  C.  Ning,  the 
Cambridge-horn  filmmaker  whose  new 
work,  FRECKLED  RICE,  recently  was 
shown  in  Boston  Chinatown. 

By  Henry  Jung 

Q:  How  did  you  come  by  the  title? 

A:  That  was  one  of  the  first  things,  a 
metaphor  for  Asian  Americans  or 
Chinese  Americans.. .freckles  meaning 
all-American.  For  example,  Andy  of 
Mayberry. ..and  so  forth.  It  doesn’t  come 
from  any  particular  source.  I  also  wanted 
to  figure  out  the  use  for  the  word  “rice” — 
so  that’s  how  the  title  came  about,  all 
made  up. 

Q:  What  about  the  financing  of  the 
movie? 

A:  I  was  working  on  the  script  for  my 
thesis  for  NYU  [New  York  University] 
graduate  school  [Master’s  program]— 
was  sending  it  out  for  grants.  I  was  just 
sending  it  out  when  I  got  $10,000.  More 
money  was  raised  after  that  from  private 
sources.  Then  we  ran  out  of  money  and 
had  to  raise  more  money  again. 

Q:  How  much  was  the  total  production 
cost? 

A:  Approximately  $40,000. 

Q:  Why  did  you  place  the  film  in  the 
late  1960’s? 

A:  Actually  it  is  in  the  early  to  the  mid 
60’s.  Well,  it  is  because  I  wanted  to 
appeal  to  the  general  audience.  I  felt  that 
the  later  immigrants  could  relate  to  it 
better  than  if  it  was  more  contemporary. 

Q:  You  wanted  to  give  it  a  more 
historical  appeal? 

A:  Yes. 

Q:  I  noticed  that  there  was  a  segment 
of  Fred  MacMurry’s  “My  Three  Sons” 
on  the  TV  in  Joe’s  household,  was  there 
any  significance  to  that? 

A:  It  was  just  one  of  those  things  I 
used  for  detailing  the  film,  “My  Three 
Sons”  was  from  that  era. ..the  story  in¬ 
volves  three  sons... 


s-,. 


Stephen  C.  Ning  directing  a  scene  of  FRECKLED  RICE  at  the 
Restaurant  in  Boston  Chinatown.  [File  photo] 


China  Pearl 


Q:  I  thought  that  it  related  to  Joe's 
father  given  that  Joe’s  father  was  a 
more  traditional-type  Chinese  father 
while  Fred  MacMurry  in  “My  Three 
Sons”  played  a  more  modern  “good 
buddy”  type  of  father? 

A:  Yes,  I  attempted  to  contrast  that 
issue  throughout  the  film— the  difference 
between  the  father’s  role  in  Chinese 
culture  and  the  role  in  American  culture. 

Q:  What  were  your  major  themes  in 
the  film? 

A:  Well. ..one  would  be  the  generation 
gap. ..communications,  since  the  sons 
spoke  little  Chinese  there  was  a  language 
barrier.  Also  there  was  the  contrast  be¬ 
tween  American  life-styles  and  tradi¬ 
tional  Chinese  life-styles.  I  was  trying  to 
relate  to  the  general  audience... particu¬ 
larly  the  immigrants. 

Q:  How  much  of  the  film  is  auto¬ 
biographical? 

A:  Right— some  of  it  was  personal. ..and 
some  was  collective,  from  other  people 
that  I  know.  The  fishing  scene  with  the 
grandfather  was  personal.  I  attempted 
to  reflect  both  personal  and  collective 
feelings. 

Q:  Some  viewers  felt  that  you  had  a 
large  number  of  scenes  dealing  with  the 
bathroom  or  public  toilet. ..for  such  a 
short  film.  Can  you  respond  to  that? 

A:  Yes,  basically  as  we  grow  up  as  an 
adolescent  there  are  a  lot  of  things  about 
our  body  that  mystify  us — while  there 
are  other  things  that  seem  quite  natural. 
That’s  the  main  reason  I  had  two  charac¬ 
ters,  Joe  and  Mooney.  They  represent 
two  sides  of  the  same  character — one 
lackadaisical...the  other  more  thoughtful. 

Q:  How  did  you  get  into  film  as  a 
career? 

A:  I  went  to  art  school  here  [Massachu¬ 
setts  College  of  Art]  and  have  been 
in  volved  in  the  arts — music  or  the  visual 
arts.  After  graduation  I  worked  for  the 
state  for  three  years. ..doing  non-print 
media  and  library  work.  But  after  three 
Continued  on  page  1 7 
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BOOK  REVIEW 


The  Plight  of  Indochinese  Refugees 


THE  REFUSED.  By  Barry  Wain.  Simon 
&  Schuster,  New  York,  1981.  288  pp. 
$16.50  hardcover. 


*  *  *  *  * 


By  Edward  Mclnnis 

Barry  Wain  has  written  an  informative, 
fact-filled  and  finely  researched  book 
which  promises  to  be  the  definitive  work 
on  what  his  subtitle  calls  “The  Agony  of 
the  Indochina  Refugees"  during  the  years 
1975-79.  As  a  correspondent  for  the  Asian 
Wall  Street  Journal,  based  in  Hong  Kong, 
Wain’s  journalistic  beat  of  Malaysia  and 
the  Indochinese  refugee  situation  uni¬ 
quely  prepared  him  to  tell  this  story.  The 
story  he  tells  is  one  of  displaced  persons 
who  are  refused  refuge — first,  by  their 
own  countries;  then,  in  many  cases,  by 
the  countries  they  fled  to  for  asylum;  and 
finally,  by  the  international  community 
itself. 

In  the  aftermath  of  United  States 
military  withdrawal  from  Indochina  in 
1975,  communist  governments  came  to 
power  in  Vietnam,  Laos  and  Kampuchea 
(Cambodia).  The  bloodbath  predicted  for 
Vietnam  by  American  critics  of  Hanoi 
did  not  materialize.  Hanoi  instead 
adopted  a  policy  of  conciliation  and 
moderation  toward  the  South.  Those 
associated  with  the  Thieu  regime  and 
the  U.S.  war  effort,  who  had  not  be 
evacuated  by  the  U.S.  military,  were 
sent  to  “re-education”  camps.  Displaced 
persons  in  the  cities  were  returned  to 
their  villages  or  relocated  to  New  Econom¬ 
ic  Zones.  Hanoi  proclaimed  the  beginning 
of  “10,000  years  of  peace.”  Nevertheless, 
over  20,000  refugees  managed  to  escape 
in  the  next  two  years. 


A  Malaysian  Navy  vessel  prepares  to  tow  a  foundering  refugee  boat  back  to  sea. 
[Photo  from  THE  REFUSED] 


In  Laos,  a  similar  process  of  re-educa 
ion  and  relocation  transpired  with  a 
greater  injection  of  brutality.  Mass  re¬ 
forms  were  instituted  without  regard  to 
consequence.  Ethnic  minorities  were  per¬ 
secuted,  particularly  the  Hmong  hill 
tribesmen  who  had  been  financed  by  the 
American  CIA  to  lead  armed  resistance 
against  the  Pathet  Lao  communist  forces. 
In  two  years,  over  100,000  Laotians  had 
fled  overland  into  Thailand. 

It  was  in  Kampuchea,  however,  that 
the  bloodbath  predicted  for  Vietnam 
took  place.  One  of  the  most  relentlessly 
vicious  regimes  in  recorded  history,  the 
Khmer  Rouge,  led  by  Pol  Pot,  came  to 
power  in  1975.  Millions  were  killed  as  the 
regime  tried  to  force  an  instantaneous 
reversion  to  a  purely  agrarian  society. 
Overnight,  the  capital  city  of  Phnom 


The  rotting  hulks  of  crafts  used  to  bring  escapees  across  the  open  sea  litter  the 
beaches  of  Bidong.  [Photo  from  THE  REFUSED] 
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Continued  from  page  12 

ster  in  Boston  Chinatown  who  straddles 
his  American  and  Chinese  worlds,  seeing 
clearly  his  very  Chinese  upbringing  and 
heritage,  and  also  senses  a  craving  for, 
yet  alienated  to  the  purely  Western  world. 

Vivian  Lee  from  the  Asian  American 
Resource  Workshop  said  the  film  was 
“very  real  world. ..showing  the  identity 
(issues)  with  teenagers.  It  was  interesting 
to  see  a  bilingual  movie  work,”  she  said, 
with  subtitles,  lots  of  non-spoken  scenes 
and  lots  of  Chinese  dialogue  which  made 
it  easy  for  the  C  hinese  non-English- 
speaking  audience  to  understand.  Lee 
said  she  enjoyed  the  personal  interaction 
of  the  Chinese  teenager,  Joe  Soo,  with 
his,farmly>  with  his  buddy,  and  his 
brother. 

The  focus  of  Chinese  men  in  FRECK 
Lhl)  RICE  was  noted  by  Mary  Ho,  a 
biology  instructor  at  Tufts  University. 


She  said  that  Asian  American  females 
have  fewer  “burdens”  in  America  where 
a  woman  has  a  much  more  liberated 
lifestyle  than  she  would  in  China  or 
Hong  Kong,  while  Chinese  men,  on  the 
other  hand,  are  afraid  to  give  up  power. 
Ho  said  she  enjoyed  the  portrayal  of  the 
father,  the  brother  and  the  hero,  all  of 
whom  express  their  feelings  in  the  film. 

Richard  Pendleton,  an  avid  film  fan, 
said,  “It  was  important  for  Steve  to  put 
the  family  conflict  across.  He  did  it  well 
without  dictation  values.” 

Father  of  filmmaker  Stephen  C.  Ning, 
George  Ning,  played  his  fatherly  role  in 
analyzing  his  son’s  first  film  effort:  “it 
could  be  better,”  he  pronounced.  “I  always 
demand  perfection.”  Denying  that  the 
father  in  FRECKLED  RICE  resembled 
him,  George  Ning  noted  that  he  doesn’t 
cook,  but  added  that  each  person  sees  a 
part  of  himself  in  the  film. 

The  filmmaker’s  mother,  meanwhile, 
said  that  she  was  proud  and  excited  at 
both  film  openings,  including  the  debut 
in  New  Y ork.  Ever  the  supportive  mother, 
Mary  Ning  had  prepared  most  of  the 
refreshments  for  the  evening’s  opening 
reception. 


Penh  became  a  ghost  town,  as  literally 
every  soul  was  marched  into  the  country¬ 
side  at  bayonet  point. 

A  virulent  anti-modern,  anti-Western, 
anti-intellectual  frenzy  seized  the  country. 
Hospitals  were  closed,  libraries  burned, 
schools  abolished.  Doctors,  teachers, 
nurses  were  summarily  executed.  At  one 
point,  it  was  a  capital  offense  to  wear 
glasses.  By  1978,  over  one-third  of  the 
entire  population  of  7  million  people  had 
been  killed.  Hundreds  of  thousands  of 
refugees  fled.  The  paroxysm  of  butchery 
ended  in  1978  when  Vietnam  invaded 
Kampuchea,  pushed  Pol  Pot’s  soldiers  to 
the  Thai  border,  and  installed  a  puppet 
government  supported  by  200,000  Viet¬ 
namese  troops. 

But  this  story  of  horror  and  bloodshed 
has  another,  more  insidious  story  woven 
through  it.  Wain  charges  the  nationalist 
governments  of  Indochina  with  using 
the  chaos  of  war  and  its  aftermath  as  a 
cover  for  the  persecution  and  expulsion 
of  racial  minorities  from  its  lands. 

In  Laos,  authorities  ruthlessly  sup¬ 
pressed  ethnic  minorities  and  tried  to 
wipe  out  the  Hmong.  In  Kampuchea, 
ethnic  Vietnamese  were  particular  tar¬ 
gets  of  murder.  Vietnamese  as  well  as 
ethnic  Chinese  fled  into  Vietnam.  Ethnic 


Thai  fled  for  Thailand.  Native  Kmer 
who  feared  for  their  lives  joineo  me 
flight.  The  Cham,  a  numerically  small, 
ancient  minority,  were  virtually  exter¬ 
minated. 

But  Wain  levels  his  most  damaging 
charge  against  the  Vietnamese  govern¬ 
ment  for  the  systematic  expulsion  of 
ethnic  Chinese,  beginning  in  1978.  Two 
factors  led  to  the  expulsion.  Vietnam’s 
policy  of  gradual  economic  improvement 
was  not  working  as  planned  and  Hanoi 
abruptly  closed  30,000  businesses,  many 
of  them  owned  by  ethnic  Chinese.  Then, 
in  retaliation  for  Vietnam’s  invasion  of 
Kampuchea,  the  Peoples’  Republic  of 
China  launched  a  limited  attack  on  Viet¬ 
nam.  Ethnic  Chinese  in  Vietnam  were 
accused  of  spying.  They  were  subjected 
to  open  persecution  in  the  form  of  curfews, 
firings,  cutting  off  of  food  rations,  and 
children  barred  from  attending  school. 

Harassment  caused  Chinese  in  the 
North  to  flee  across  the  border  into 
China.  In  a  few  months  in  mid  1979,  over 
one  quarter  million  trekked  overland  to 
safety.  Urban  Chinese  in  the  South  were 
given  a  choice:  forced  relocation  to  the 
countryside  or  departure  from  the  coun¬ 
try.  Wain  states  that  Vietnam  further 
colluded  with  illegal  privateers  and  re¬ 
fugee  trafficking  syndicates  to  charge  its 
own  citizens  in  gold  for  forced  departure 
in  unseaworthy,  underprovisioned,  over¬ 
crowded  vessels  through  pirate  infested 
waters.  By  July  1979  some  300,000  re¬ 
fugees  had  fled  Vietnam,  a  high  percent¬ 
age  of  them  being  ethnic  Chinese. 

Vietnam  consistently  denied  charges 
and  dismissed  evidence.  Wain  examines 
Hanoi’s  denials  and  dismissals  and  con¬ 
cludes  that  the  Vietnamese  government 
did  indeed  conspire  to  expel  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  its  own  residents  on  racial 
grounds.  Wain  cites  three  reasons:  to 
generate  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars 
in  income,  much  of  it  in  gold;  to  force  out 
the  unwanted  Chinese,  the  culmination 
of  centuries  of  racial  antagonism;  and  to 
destabilize  neighboring  non-communist 
countries,  most  of  whom  were  scarcely 
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CALENDAR  EVENTS 


Abstract  Brush  Paintings  by  Tian  Wei  Liu  at  Mills  Gallery 


An  exhibition  by  Chinese  art¬ 
ist  Tian  Wei  Liu  will  be  on 
display  from  August  12  through 
September  3  at  the  Mills  Gallery, 
Boston  Center  for  the  Arts,  549 
Tremont  Street,  Boston.  Gallery 
hours  are  from  12:00-4:00  p.m. 
Tuesday  through  Saturday.  A 
reception  wall  be  held  August  12 
from  6:00-9:00  p.m. 

Tian  Wei  Liu  is  one  of  the  few 
artists  from  mainland  China  to 
exhibit  in  the  United  States. 
Joan  Cohen  of  Boston’s  Museum 
of  Fine  Arts  selected  him  to 
come  to  this  country  to  parti¬ 
cipate  in  the  traveling  exhibition 
“Painting  the  Chinese  Dream.” 


He  came  to  the  U.S.  to  study 
Western  painting  and  to  find  a 
meeting  point  between  Western 
and  traditional  Chinese  paint¬ 
ing.  The  fruit  of  his  work  will  be 
seen  at  the  Mills  show. 

Working  in  traditional  ink 
brush  on  rice  paper,  he  breaks 
with  traditional  style  with  his 
abstract  painting.  He  says  his 
works  aim  at  “simplicity,  an 
elimination  of  emotive  quali¬ 
ties,”  and  their  composition  is 
oriented  towards  the  “meaning 
and  value  of  the  line  in  space, 
creating  a  sense  of  time.”  In 
several  pieces  he  plays  with  the 
forms  of  Chinese  calligraphy, 
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SECURITY  GUARDS  § 

j\,  Full-time  guards  needed  for  private  housing  complex  § 

in  Hyde  Park.  Must  have  strong  communication  skills.  ^ 

Good  salary  and  benefits. 

r  Call  Emma  at  364-1137  Monday  through  Friday  9  a.m.- 
Y  5  p.m. 

y  We  are  an  equal  opportunity  employer  ? 

§  $ 


:  ATTORNEY 

'  Executive  Office  of  Human  Services  seeks  attorney  with 
’<  a  minimum  of  three  years  experience.  Requires  excellent 
J  communication  and  legal  skills,  analysis  of  legal  implica- 
1  tions  of  policies  and  legislation  in  diverse  areas.  Salary 
\  mid  to  upper  20's. 

Submit  resume,  writing  sample  and  three  reference 
!  contacts  to: 

IVlary  Kay  Leonard 

EOHS 

100  Cambridge  Street 
Boston,  MA  02202 

;  by  August  15,  1983. 

i»  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 
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GOOD  JOBS  AVAILABLE  AT  IRS 

Taxpayer  Service  Representatives 

•  Part-time  employment  up  to  nine  months 

•  $5.74  hourly 

•  Public  contact  work  experience  or  two  years  of  college 

•  120  jobs  open  soon 

•  4  weeks  paid  training 

•  Can  lead  to  full-time  careers 

•  Call  223-7075 

•  Testing  required 

•  Must  be  U.S.  citizen 

•  $5.74  hourly 


Co  Back  To  College . . .  FREE 

Northeastern  employees  are  Immediately  eligible  for  free  education 
and  after  5  years,  so  are  their  children  Other  benefits  include:  $25/yr. 
parking,  a  free  pool  and  gym.  an  MBTA  stop  at  the  door,  dental  and 
medical  benefits  and  much  more  Positions  are  presently  available  in 
the  following  departments: 

•  Personnel 
•  Chemical  Analysis 
•  Physician’s  Assistant  Program 
•  Law  School  (part-time) 

<1  you  type  at  least  50  wpm  accurately  and  know  general  office 
procedures,  call  437-2231.  Monday,  9-12,  Personnel  Services,  360 
Huntington  Avenue,  Boston.  MA  02115.  An  equal  opportunity/ 
affirmative  action.  Title  IX  University. 


■  Education  Working 

NORTHEASTERN 

UNIVERSITY 


altering  the  shapes  into  abstract 
composition.  Tian  Wei  Liu  pre¬ 
fers  to  work  in  black  and  white 
and  to  evoke  a  sense  of  color 
through  tone. 

For  more  information,  call 
426-5000. 

'Glass  in  China' 

A  special  exhibition,  “Glass 
in  China:  Utilitarian  and  Decor¬ 
ative  Wares  of  the  18th  and 
19th  Centuries,”  will  be  on  view 
through  September  4  at  the 
China  Trade  Museum,  415 
Adams  Street,  Milton. 

The  exhibition  of  over  one 
hundred  objects  is  believed  to  be 
the  first  ever  devoted  solely  to 
Chinese  glass  as  both  a  medium 
of  trade  and  as  a  vehicle  of 
cultural  exchange  between  East 
and  West. 

For  more  information,  call 
696-1815. 

'Dragon  Gate' 

“Dragon  Gate,”  a  weekly  bi¬ 
lingual  radio  program  in  Man¬ 
darin  and  English,  will  feature 
the  following  programs  in  Aug¬ 
ust. 

August  21— August  Moon 
Festival  Special. 

August  28 — Christianity  and 
Chinese  Culture,  Part  3. 

“Dragon  Gate”  is  aired  on 
Sundays  from  8:00-9:00  p.m.  on 
WUMB  91.9  FM  from  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Massachusetts  Boston 
campus. 


► 

:  : 

,  PROFESSIONAL  - 
•  COUPLE  seeks  experi-  ’ 

►  enced  child  care  for  infant  ‘ 

’  in  Concord  Center,  MA.  , 

_  Live  in  or  out.  Light  house-  < 

►  keeping.  Some  English  ‘ 

■  preferred.  371-0660. 

►  " 

► 

FACTORY 

HELP 

Male  or  female.  $4  per 
hour  minimum. 

Come  in  person  to: 

Eastern  Index 
206  West  Second  St. 

South  Boston 
Between  8a.m. -4:30p.m. 


CABLEVISION  OF  BOSTON 

BUSINESS  OFFICE 
POSITIONS 

Cablevision  of  Boston  is  seeking 
applications  for  business  office 
specialists: 

Supervisors 

data  entry 

service  telpephone  group 
business  office 
Telephone  Agents 
billing  assistance 
collections 
repair 

Data  Entry  Operator 

Secretary 

File  Clerk 

Positions  are  available  full  time  and 
part  time.  24  hours,  7  days  per 
week  including  a  24  hour,  on  call 
weekend  supervisor.  Helpful  back¬ 
grounds:  airline  reps,  bank  tellers, 
collection  agents  and  others. 
Cablevision  is  an  affirmative  ac 
tion/equal  opportunity  employer  and 
agrees  to  hire  Boston  residents, 
minority  members,  women  and 
others  Qualified  applicants  should 
fill  out  an  application  or  send  resume 
to: 

Personnel  Coordinator 
Cablevision  of  Boston 
5th  Floor 

21  Merchants  Row 
Boston  MA  02109 
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additional  housing  to  address 
the  increase  in  immigration.  He 
added  that  sites  such  as  the  old 
Pine  Street  Inn  must  be  devel¬ 
oped  and  suggested  that  the 
Chinese  community  also  look 
beyond  present  boundaries  along 
Tremont  and  Washington 
Streets  and  to  the  South  End  for 
housing.  He  stated  his  proposals 
for  building  housing  would  in¬ 
clude  establishing  a  community 
housing  and  land  trust  and  plac¬ 
ing  the  decision  on  how  and 
what  type  of  housing  to  build  in 
the  hands  of  a  community  body. 

Robert  Kiley,  former  MBTA 
general  manager  and  currently 
a  management  consultant  stated 
his  support  for  the  current  rent 
equity  board  and  its  grievance 
procedure  for  tenants.  He  pro¬ 
posed  the  creation  of  a  housing 
trust  to  be  used  to  initiate  new 
low  and  moderate  income  hous¬ 
ing  starts  and  to  accelerate  the 
rehabilitation  of  the  9,000  to 
14,000  abandoned  housing  units 
in  the  city.  He  said  the  special 
housing  trust  fund,  which  would 
be  allocated  along  the  city’s  nine 
neighborhood  districts,  would 
make  available  $10  million  a 
year  through  a  2  percent  sur¬ 
charge  on  all  major  office  devel¬ 
opments  and  condominium  con¬ 
versions  that  take  rental  units 
off  the  private  market  as  well  as 
a  1  percent  addition  to  the  hotel 
tax. 

Panelist  Vincent  Moy  asked 
Frederick  Langone,  Eloise 
Linger,  and  Michael  Gelber  to 
talk  about  the  new  career  paths 
they  would  develop  in  Boston’s 
Asian  community  to  supplement 
the  traditional  reliance  and  lim¬ 
ited  job  opportunities  in  the  res¬ 
taurant  and  garment  industries. 

Langone,  currently  a  city 
councillor,  stated  that  he  would 
continue  to  bring  in  high  tech¬ 
nology  companies  such  as  Te  - 
radyne,  Digital,  and  Wang  Lab¬ 
oratories  to  the  neighborhood 
by  continuing  to  offer  tax  incen¬ 
tives  and  the  use  of  federal, 
state,  and  any  other  monies 
available  for  economic  develop¬ 
ment. 

Eloise  Linger,  Socialist  Work¬ 
ers  Party  candidate  and  current¬ 
ly  a  garment  stitcher,  said  she 
would  support  and  push  for  af¬ 
firmative  action  in  all  public 
and  private  institutions  and  ob¬ 
tain  more  money  to  improve 
bilingual  education  programs 
so  that  children  will  be  able  to 
enter  a  variety  of  careers. 

Gelber,  Massachusetts  coor¬ 
dinator  and  candidate  of  the 
National  Democratic  Policy 
Committee,  suggested  that 
Chinatown  was  not  unique  for 
the  United  States  and  the  world 
also  are  in  a  depression.  He 
proposed  creating  new  jobs  in 
Boston  by  bringing  in  heavy 
industries  which  produce-  steel 
and  nuclear  power  reactors  for 
export. 

For  his  second  question,  Moy 
pointed  out  that  Asians  are  not 
currently  included  in  Boston’s 
a?^rma^ve  acti°n  programs  for 
hiring  in  the  police  and  fire 
departments  as  a  result  of  limit¬ 
ations  in  the  current  consent 
decree.  He  asked  Flynn,  King, 
and  DiCara  whether  they  felt 
Asians  should  be  included  in  a 
minority  pool  for  police  and  fire 
department  hiring  and  what 
they  would  do  as  mayor  to  correct 
the  situation. 

Flynn  indicated  his  support 
for  affirmative  action  programs 
for  the  Asian  community  in  both 
city  departments  and  said  he 
would  also  propose  a  law  that 
demands  at  least  half  of  all  jobs 
in  Boston  go  to  city  residents. 

DiCara  noted  that  since  the 
Asian  and  Spanish-speaking 
populations  are  the  two  fastest 
growing  groups  in  the  city,  they 
should  be  represented  at  every 
level  of  city  government.  He 
said  he  wall  petition  the  courts, 
if  necessary,  to  amend  the 
appropriate  consent  decree  for 
the  fire  and  police  departments 
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to  include  representation  of  both 

groups. 

Neil  Chin  posed  questions  to 
Finnegan,  Kearney,  Gelber  and 
Langone  about  the  allocation  of 
Community  Development  Block 
Grants  (CDBGs).  Chin  asked 
them  how  the  grants  are  cur¬ 
rently  allocated,  whether  they 
believed  the  Chinese  community 
has  received  its  fair  share  of 
funds,  what  they  would  do  to 
correct  any  inequity,  and  wheth¬ 
er  they  would  allow  the  com¬ 
munity  to  set  its  own  priorities 
for  CDBG  funding. 

Finnegan,  w  ho  characterized 
the  current  CDBG  meetings  as 
a  charade,  said  he  had  suggested 
four  years  ago  to  allow  commun¬ 
ities  to  set  their  own  priorities 
for  funding.  This,  he  said,  would 
result  in  not  only  a  more  just 
distribution  of  funds,  but  also 
would  prevent  what  happened 
last  year  when  40  percent  of  the 
$22  million  made  available  to 
the  city  was  used  for  “high  salary 
positions  in  the  downtown  gov¬ 
ernment”  rather  than  to  neigh¬ 
borhoods. 

Kearney  stated  that  current 
CDBG  hearings  required  by  fed¬ 
eral  regulations  after  the  dis¬ 
persion  of  funds  do  not  indicate 
the  needs  of  communities.  He 
proposed  creating  a  public  pro¬ 
cess  for  community  input,  es¬ 
tablishing  a  plan  to  prioritize 
the  community’s  needs,  and,  to 
ensure  CDBG  funds  are  allocated 
equitably,  basing  the  awards 
on  need.  He  also  said  he  would 
keep  administrative  costs  down 
in  the  city  to  the  national  aver¬ 
age  of  15  percent. 

Gelber  maintained  that  prob¬ 
lems  could  not  be  solved  on  the 
local  level.  Rather,  he  said,  a 
national  movement  was  needed 
and  the  first  step  that  had  to  be 
taken  was  to  remove  Paul  Volck- 
er  as  head  of  the  federal  reserve 
board.  The  federal  government’s 
high  interest  rate  policy,  he 
contended,  has  destroyed  hous¬ 
ing,  jobs,  and  the  steel  industry. 

Panelist  Kam  Lee  asked 
Flynn,  Finnegan,  King  and  Kil¬ 
ey  whether  they  would  initiate 
and  enforce  a  moratorium  on 
Tufts  University  and  New  Eng¬ 
land  Medical  Center  expansion 
into  Chinatown  and  South  Cove 
and  adjoining  parcels  until  “a 
meaningful  joint  planning  pro¬ 
cess  including  full  community 
participation  and  approval  is 
implemented.” 

Flynn  said  he  would  not  only 
support  a  moratorium  until  a 
master  plan  is  worked  out  with 
the  community,  but  also  until  it 
is  adhered  to  by  the  two  institu¬ 
tions  through  the  provision  of 
housing  and  jobs  for  neighbor¬ 
hood  residents.  He  stated  that 
they  had  to  be  forced  to  recognize 
their  obligation  to  this  particular 
community  and  the  residential 
character  of  the  neighborhood. 

Finnegan  also  indicated  his 
support  for  a  moratorium,  main¬ 
taining  that  too  much  consider¬ 
ation  has  been  given  to  lateral 
expansion  by  institutions  that 
are  not  contributing  to  the  tax 
base  of  the  city.  He  added  that 
with  institutional  expansion 
coupled  with  the  lack  of  ade¬ 
quate  policing  in  the  Combat 
Zone,  the  community  was  justi¬ 
fied  in  feeling  “particularly 
threatened  from  wdthout.” 

King  after  stating  his  support 
for  a  moratorium,  said  he  would 
initiate  a  plan  for  establishing 
a  community  board  whose  ap¬ 
proval  is  required  before  institu¬ 
tional  expansion  is  allowed.  He 
added  that  the  community 
should  not  have  to  fight  for 
negotiations  as  Chinatown  has 
been  doing  in  the  case  of  Tufts’ 
Health  Sciences  Education 
Building,  so  he  would  further 
work  to  make  such  negotiations 
U  rt^MUlrec^  Part  of  such  projects. 

Kiley,  who  noted  65  percent  of 

e  oi  y  s  taxable  property  is 
exempt,  stated  that  he  would 

propose  that  institutional  devel¬ 
opment  could  not  g„  forWard 

unt,  a„-expl,oitwnV„™^ 

ment  is  reached  between  the 
city  and  the  institutions,  which 
would  include  provisions  giving 

Continued  on  page  17 
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Continued  from  page  13 

years  with  the  state  I  felt  that  I  was 
limited  with  only  a  bachelor’s  degree.  So 
1  decided  to  move  on  and  I  realized  that  I 
was  not  able  to  really  do  my  own  work  at 
the  same  time.  I  decided  that  film  would 
be  the  area  of  work  and  that  New  York 
would  be  the  place  to  go — it  would  not  be 
totally  in  the  [film]  industry,  but  would 
be  connected  closely  enough  for  me  to 
maintain  my  personality. 

Q:  What  school. ..which  graduate 
school? 

A:  New  York  University  Graduate, 
Institute  of  Film. 

Q:  When  did  you  graduate? 

A:  Last  year. 


Q:  What  are  your  future  plans  for  a 
film? 

A:  I  have  several  on  the  back  burners 
that  I’m  currently  working  on,  hopefully 
someone  will  be  interested.  Currently 
I’m  promoting  this  film  and  I’m  quite 
busy.  However  I  don’t  want  to  be  pigeon¬ 
holed  as  an  Asian  American  filmmaker — 
not  that  that’s  wrong,  but  I  need  to 
explore  as  an  individual  filmmaker. 

Q:  Well — this  moves  right  into  our 
next  question.  What  is  an  Asian  Ameri¬ 
can  film?  Back  in  the  early  70’s — there 
were  a  lot  of  so-called  black  exploitation 
films  around,  some  called  them  black 
films  while  others  called  them  white 
films  with  black  faces.  Could  you  respond 
to  that? 

A:  To  me  it  has  to  be  with  the  subject —  . 
Asian  Americans.  It  doesn’t  matter  if  it 
is  made  by  an  Asian  or  a  non-Asian.  I 
would  define  it  in  the  popular  sense.  Of 
course  there  is  a  broad  scope  of  films 


made  by  Asian  Americans.  It  is  hard  to 
classify  actually.  My  criteria  would  be 
the  subjects — Asian  Americans. 

Q:  What  would  you  say  is  the  future 
for  Asian  Americans  who  are  into  film 
as  a  career,  particularly  the  mainstream 
film  industry — whether  it  be  acting,  di¬ 
recting,  or  writing? 

A:  Behind  the  camera  there  are  plenty 
of  opportunities — as  in  art  it  is  a  type  of 
work  that  requires  a  lot  of  sacrifices. 
And  this  is  not  encouraged  by  Chinese 
families,  I  think  the  younger  people  are 
getting  more  into  it  though. 

Q:  A  number  of  viewers  had  said  that 
they  liked  your  film  a  lot  better  than 
CHAN  IS  MISSING  [Wayne  Wang’s], 
What  is  your  opinion  regarding  the  dif¬ 
ference? 

A:  They  are  two  very  different  types  of 
films,  the  only  similarity  would  be  that 
both  deal  with  Asian  Americans.  His  is 
at  a  broader,  more  abstracted  level — 


though  it  is  really  not  that  abstracted,  it 
was  pretty  clear.  He  used  an  unique 
form.  .. Whereas  FRECKLED  RICE  used 
a  straight,  narrative  dramatic  form... 
that’s  why  people  can  relate  to  it  bet¬ 
ter.. .people  are  used  to  it. 

Q:  The  next  question  is  open  to  you — 
whatever  may  be  of  interest  to  the 
readers — ? 

A:  As  a  people  we  need  to  recognize 
our  own  work — we  need  to  make  our 
images.  If  we  leave  it  to  non-Asians  to 
produce  our  images  then  we  cannot  com 
plain,  because  if  we  leave  it  to  them  we 
will  be  in  bad  shape. 

Q:  In  other  words,  you  are  talking 
about  self-determination,  that  if  we  critic¬ 
ize  the  white  producer’s  work  for  example, 
then  we  cannot  expect  much  change 
unless  we  are  invested  in  making  the 
changes  ourselves. 

A:  Yes,  that’s  right. 


*  Forum 
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the  affected  communities  the 
power  of  negotiation  and  veto. 
He  said  that  in  the  case  of  Tufts, 
he  would  not  only  support  a 
moratorium,  but  also  insist  that 
Chinatown  be  at  the  table  when 
the  original  agreement  is  written 
as  well  as  whenever  any  kind  of 
initiative  is  undertaken  by  the 
institution. 

Linger  said  she  supported  the 
community’s  demand  for  a  mor¬ 
atorium  as  well  as  its  demands 
for  jobs  and  housing  from  Tufts. 
She  said  the  institution’s  devel¬ 
opments  and  acquisitions,  which 
she  characterized  as  institution¬ 
al  violence  committed  against 
the  community  through  the  dis¬ 
placement  of  jobs  and  housing, 
was  linked  to  racist  violence, 
such  as  the  stabbing  death  of  a 
Vietnamese  immigrant  in  Dor¬ 
chester  two  days  earlier. 

Vicki  Wu  posed  the  first  ques¬ 
tion  from  the  floor,  asking  Fin¬ 
negan,  Flynn,  and  King  for  their 
plans  to  counter  racial  violence 
committed  against  the  Asian 
community. 

Finnegan,  reading  from  a  pre¬ 
pared  statement  issued  earlier 
in  the  day  in  response  to  the 
death  of  the  Vietnamese  immi¬ 
grant,  said  that  while  he  would 
condemn  any  attacks  on  racial, 
religious,  and  sexual  minorities, 
he  would  also  deploy  police  to 
areas  where  such  attacks  took 
place  with  special  instructions 
to  watch  for  racial  assaults,  to 
deploy  and  bolster  the  police 
department’s  Community  Dis¬ 
orders  Units  with  interpreters 
in  order  to  prevent  such  attacks 
and  receive  information  on  a 
timely  basis,  and  to  use  social, 
educational,  and  religious  re¬ 
sources  whenever  possible  to 
overcome  racism. 

Flynn,  who  is  from  South  Bos¬ 
ton,  said  he  believed  that  there 
has  been  no  other  elected  public 
official  in  the  city  who  has  spok¬ 
en  out  against  the  violation  of 
people’s  rights  as  forcefully  and 
continuously  as  he  has  with 
more  political  risk,  and  he  would 
continue  to  do  so.  He  stated  that 
he  believed  the  real  issue  is 
uniting  the  city  so  as  to  allow 
everyone  to  work,  live,  and  play 
in  any  of  the  neighborhoods. 

King  took  issue  with  Flynn’s 
remarks,  saying  that  “none  of 
the  people  who  are  here  at  the 
head  of  this  table  have  ever  had 
to  face  the  kind  of  political  risk 
that  our  young  people  who  were 
on  the  buses  of  the  schools  have 
had  to  take,  who  have  been 
facing  malice  and  the  racist 
behavior  in  this  city.  And  none 
of  us  have  had  to  face  the  ul¬ 
timate  risk  of  loss  of  life.”  He 
maintained  that  if  the  problem 
of  racial  violence  was  to  be  solv¬ 
ed,  it  had  to  be  solved  in  large 
part  through  and  by  the  com¬ 
munities,  whose  members  can 
identify  perpetrators  of  racial 
violence  and  speak  out  against 
them.  He  added  that  the  next 
mayor  would  also  have  to  pro¬ 
vide  strength  to  the  city  by  iden¬ 
tifying  those  established  groups 
which  advocate  racism. 


For  the  closing  question  of 
the  evening,  Lorelei  Leung  asked 
Finnegan,  Kiley,  King  and 
Flynn  to  outline  their  ideas  to 
increase  the  tax  base  in  order  to 
put  more  money  into  public  ser¬ 
vices,  which  in  turn  will  help 
improve  the  quality  of  life  for 
people  in  the  Chinese  commun¬ 
ity. 

Finnegan  stated  that  he  would 
increase  the  tax  base  by  utilizing 
the  same  incentives  offered  to 
downtown  developers  during  the 
past  25  years.  He  proposed  to 
use  public  money  to  leverage 
additional  funds  to  rebuild  va¬ 
cant,  abandoned,  and  tax  delin¬ 
quent  property  into  neighbor¬ 
hood  commercial  centers.  He 
also  spoke  in  favor  of  the  creation 
of  a  “superfund”  for  the  expan¬ 
sion  of  owner-occupied  housing 
and  investment  of  public  monies 
to  attract  private  investment 
into  the  neighborhoods. 

Kiley,  who  implied  that  Fin¬ 
negan  has  painted  an  inaccurate 
picture  of  the  city,  pointed  out 
that  a  road  has  not  been  resur¬ 
faced  in  the  city  for  three  years, 
the  city  has  been  “owing  serious 
money”  for  capital  investment 
for  almost  four  years,  that  no 
one  knows  the  cost  of  the  city’s 
deferred  maintenance  bill,  the 
community  school  programs  are 
in  danger,  and  the  libraries  and 
recreational  facilities  have  been 
neglected,  all  while  the  city, 
according  to  conservative  esti¬ 
mates,  faces  a  $45  million  deficit. 
He  suggested  that  the  next 
mayor  take  back  the  1 984  budget 
and  eliminate  700  to  800  of  the 
discretionary  positions  added  to 
the  payroll  since  the  early  1970’s 
and  use  that  money  to  cover  the 
deficit  and  any  remaining  funds, 
to  strengthen  services.  He  also 
suggested  the  creation  of  a  pay¬ 
roll  tax  for  non-Boston  residents 
working  in  the  city. 

Flynn  agreed  with  Kiley  on 
the  need  for  an  alternative  rev¬ 
enue  source,  noting  that  75  per¬ 
cent  of  the  people  who  earn 
more  than  $15,000  in  the  city  do 
not  live  in  Boston.  He  proposed 
further  that  the  city’s  tax  base 
could  be  expanded  by  $  1 2  million 
to  $14  million  by  establishing  a 
parking  excise  tax. 

King,  while  assenting  to  the 
alternative  sources  of  funding 
proposed  by  Kiley  and  Flynn, 
also  suggested  that  an  enter¬ 
tainment  tax  be  established  and 
that  the  state  return  to  gradu¬ 
ated  income  tax  in  order  to  return 
money  to  the  cities.  He  proposed 
that  the  city  should  try  to  get  an 
increase  in  the  state’s  share  of 
public  education  funds,  that  city 
programs  and  services  be  audit¬ 
ed  and  streamlined,  and  that 
energy  audits  be  conducted,  say¬ 
ing  that  a  retrofit  for  Boston 
City  Hospital  alone  would  mean 
a  savings  of  between  $6  million 
and  $7  million  for  the  city.  He 
further  proposed  that  Boston 
join  with  other  mayors  around 
the  country  to  fight  the  Reagan 
administration’s  economic  pol¬ 
icies  and  to  lobby  congress  to 
cut  the  military  budget  in  order 
to  put  the  money  “into  things 
that  we  need  in  the  city. 

Chinatown  Candidates  Night 
was  organized  by  the  recently 
formed  Asian  Voters  Ad  Hoc 


Committee,  a  group  of  neighbor¬ 
hood  residents  and  human  ser¬ 
vice  agencies.  Neil  Chin,  a  South 
Cove  resident  and  head  of  the 
state’s  Group  Insurance  Com¬ 
mission  who  initiated  the  idea 
of  the  candidates’  forum,  stated, 
“It  was  really  a  community  ef¬ 
fort.” 

The  committee  will  not  be 


endorsing  any  candidate,  but 
insted  through  the  forum  sought 
to  educate  neighborhood  resi¬ 
dents  about  where  candidates 


stood  on  issues  affecting  the 
community.  “One  of  the  nine 
candidates  will  be  mayor.  It’s 
important  to  know  which  one 
will  best  represent  Chinatown’s 
needs  and  interests,”  Chin  re¬ 
marked. 

The  concept  of  a  candidates 
forum  in  Chinatown,  he  noted, 
is  not  a  new  one,  recalling  a 
more  informal  forum  held  with 
city  council  candidates  at  the 
Munch  Brunch  during  the  1979 
campaign. 


Sales 

Rep 

Paid  training  period.  Ex¬ 
cellent  benefits.  Establish¬ 
ed  territory.  Call  826-9094. 

ARROW  PERSONNEL 
Company  paid  fees 


Personal  Lines 
Sales 

Paid  training  period.  No 
experience  necessary.  Call 
826-9094. 

ARROW  PERSONNEL 
Company  paid  fees 


EMPLOYMENT 

COUNSELOR 

Responsible  for  recruiting, 
interviewing,  and  screening 
for  exempt  and  non-exempt 
positions.  Advises  prospec¬ 
tive  employees  on  hospital 
benefits  and  policies  and 
counsels  current  employees 
on  promotional  opportuni¬ 
ties,  personnel  questions 
and  problems.  Bachelors 
degree  and  1-2  years'  re¬ 
cruiting  experience  in  a  per¬ 
sonnel  setting. 

For  the  above  position,  please 
send  resumes  to  Hugh  Burke. 

Salaries  are  excellent.  Benefits 
include  3  weeks  paid  vacation, 
medical  coverage,  life  insur¬ 
ance.  tuition  assistance,  night 
transportation  and  more. 


New  England 
|  Medical  Center 

I  IMvtim*  Hi  H 

hmi  MA  Sill 


HELP  WANTED 


— 


SECRETARY 

If  you  excel  at  and  enjoy  statistical  typing,  set  up  attractive  formats  for 
reports  and  correspondence,  type  55  wpm,  and  are  a  cooperative 
person,  please  interview  with  us.  Downtown  Boston  location,  excellent 
benefits.  Salary  range:  $10,500-$15,500.  Call  Barbara:  482-9090,  Ext.  302. 
(No  agencies,  please.) 

UNITED  COMMUNITY  PLANNING  CORPORATION 

a  human  services  planning  agency 
is  an  equal  opportunity/affirmative  action  employer 
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VIDEO  TECHNICIANS 

’  Cablevision  of  Boston  is  looking  for  video  maintenance  , 

,  technicians  who  are  familiar  with  closed  circuit  tele-  < 

►  vision  equipment,  repairing  of  video  tape  equipment  < 
"  and  color  cameras. 

_  Cablevision  is  an  Equal  Opportunity/Affirmative  Action  , 
.  Employer  and  agrees  to  hire  Boston  residents,  minority  - 

►  members  and  women.  ’ 

|  Rrrerested  applicants  should  pick  up  application  orsend  , 
,  resume  to:  Personnel  Coordinator,  Cablevision,  5th  < 

►  floor  21  Merchants  Row,  Boston,  MA  02109.  ‘ 

► 


TEACHERS 

The  Cambridge  School  Dept,  is  seeking  candidates  for  the 
following  positions.  Applicants  must  be  certifiable  in  their 
specialty  by  the  Mass.  Dept,  of  Educ. 


Occupational  Education 
•  Automotive 
•  Computer  •  Electrical 

Secondaiy  Alternative 
Education 
•  English 


Physical  Education 
•  P.E.  Teacher 
(K-8) 

Elementary  Alternative 
Education 
•  Math/Science 


MINORITY  CANDIDATES  ARE  ENCOURAGED  TO  APPLY 


Please  forward  a  resume,  letter  of  application  specifying  job 
interests,  and  3  references  by  August  15, 1983  to:  Personnel 
Director,  Stephen  Theall,  Cambridge  School  Department, 
159  Thorndike  Street,  Cambridge,  MA  02141.  An  Equal 
Opportunity/Affirmative  Action  Employer  M/F/H. 


PART-TIME 

BUSINESS/ADVERTISING 

MANAGER 

SAMPAN,  a  Boston-based  Chinese  bilingual  community 
newspaper,  needs  an  aggressive  self-starter  to  oversee 
advertising,  part-time. 

Responsibilities  include  soliciting  advertising  by  maintaining 
and  expanding  client  contact  list,  developing  and  imple¬ 
menting  advertising  campaigns,  monitoring  advertising 
volume,  reviewing  advertising  rates,  supervising  volunteer 
sales  staff,  and  working  with  production  and  editorial  staff  . 

Qualifications:  B.A.  in  management  or  equivalent  exper¬ 
ience;  bilingual/bicultural;  reading  and  writing  in  Chinese 
preferred;  have  familiarity  with  cultural  setting  of  Boston’s 
Chinatown. 

Salary:  $5200  plus  commission. 

Please  send  cover  letter  and  resume  to: 

SAMPAN  Committee 
c/o  CACA  Multi-Service  Center 
18  Oxford  Street 
Boston  MA  02111 
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*  Film  Festival 
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validate  the  beginner,  if  only  to  himself 
or  herself,  as  a  rightful  tenant  of  the 
cinematic  art  world,  on  the  way  perhaps 
to  some  eventual  claim  of  ownership 
over  a  small  plot  of  hallow  ground  that 
only  success  can  properly  sanctify.  For 
in  this,  the  most  expensive  of  the  art 
forms,  where  the  material  and  instru¬ 
ments  of  the  artist  are  most  out  of  reach 
of  the  fund-less,  success  means  more 
than  the  satisfaction  of  having  brought 
to  completion  some  self-given  assign¬ 
ment.  It  means  as  well  the  increased 
possibility  that  the  independent  film¬ 
maker,  especially  one  with  an  ethnic  or 
minority  perspective  in  his/her  films, 
can  find  the  funding  to  continue  present¬ 
ing  his/her  viewpoint  and  in  so  doing, 
grow  as  an  artist.  To  the  experienced 
filmmaker  who  looks  to  test  his/her 
creations  before  an  audience,  as  well  as 
to  the  novice  in  anxious  quest  of  the 
possibility  that  a  living  can  be  made 
from  w'hat  he/she’s  doing,  one  measur¬ 
ably  advanced  by  a  well  received  first 
work,  the  AAIFF,  as  a  patron  for  their 
causes,  has  been  a  generous  contributor 
of  opportunity  and  program  space. 

Yet  a  specialized  film  festival  like  the 
AAIFF,  in  addition  to  serving  the  various 
needs  of  the  film  artist,  feels  called  upon, 
self-motivated  as  it  were,  by  its  very 
existence  to  achieve  more — to  bring  to¬ 
gether  a  collection  of  films  that  through 
the  disparate  forms  and  visions  of  the 
individual  artists,  some  sort  of  collective 
sensibility  can  be  gleamed.  What  peeks 
through  then,  as  the  film  fest  has  moved 


along  its  six  years,  is  a  traceable  develop¬ 
ment  in  style  and  form,  in  the  sensibility 
of  the  artists.  Latter  day  creations  form 
a  striking  contrast  to  those  made  during 
the  initial  period  of  the  Asian  American 
movement  in  the  late  60’s  and  early  70’s. 
Those  first  films  in  their  groping  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  the  art  tended  to  organ¬ 
ize  themselves  around  two  forms:  the 
biographical  form  which  characterized 
Eddie  Wong’s  homage  to  his  laundrvman 
father.  WONG  SINSAANG,  and  the 
stylized  but  still  fairly  bald  documentary 
form  of,  say,  MANZANAR.  Both  films 
are  a  decade  old,  being  distributed  still 
by  Visual  Communications  of  Los  An¬ 
geles,  the  first  Asian  American  media 
collective)  and  in  squinting  retrospect, 
remind  us  of  a  time  when  the  affirmation 
of  an  identity  and  the  retrieval  of  a 
history  formed  the  basis  of  creative  efforts 
in  Asian  American  arts. 

Later  works,  while  still  highly  influ¬ 
enced  by  the  massive  simplicity  of  these 
two  stock  forms,  evidence  an  outward 
movement  beyond  the  pull  of  their  grav¬ 
ity.  Examples  of  this  evolving  freedom 
can  be  seen  in  films  like  I  TOLD  YOU 
SO,  a  portrait  of  the  poet  Lawson  Inada 
voiced  over  with  the  rhythmic  chant  of 
his  poetry,  WATARIDORI:  BIRDS  OF 
PASSAGE,  and  the  music  filled  excur¬ 
sion  of  CRUSIN  J-TOWN.  HITO  H  ATA, 
CHAN  IS  MISSING,  and  FRECKLED 
RICE  are  works  representing  the  even 
more  distant  region  of  artistic  space 
where  current  film  artists  find  them¬ 
selves.  In  fact  this  steady  movement  of 
artistic  sensibility  has  taken  place  so 
gradually  and  naturally  over  time  that 
now  even  the  films  of  Lambert  Y am  and 
Ruby  Y ang,  abstract  ruminations  labeled 
“experimental” — which  loosely,  when 


they  do  at  all,  relate  to  Asian  American 
themes,  feels  to  the  viewer  comfortable 
and  deserving  of  our  best  interpretive 
efforts — an  attitude  not  likely  to  have 
been  found  among  the  most  sympathetic 
of  us  a  decade  and  more  ago. 

Artistic  sensibility  merely  reflects  the 
sensibility  of  the  people  and  community 
that  surrounds  and  lends  support  to  the 
artist.  A  lessened  sense  of  urgency  repre¬ 
sented  by  the  movement  from  earlier 
stock  forms  toward  a  more  relaxed  narra¬ 
tive  approach  to  filmmaking  mirrors  of 
diminishing  of  the  reactive  or  defensive 
impulses  that  Asian  Americans  had  a 
decade  ago.  Part  of  this  movement  can 
be  attributed  to  gains  made:  the  achieve¬ 
ment  of  a  surer  identity  and  a  deeper 
sense  of  attachment  to  each  other  as 
Asian  Americans  in  a  society  that  yet 
threatens  not  only  our  psyche  but  our 
very  physical  being  (the  Vincent  Chin 
case  as  a  dark  example)  in  so  flagrant  a 
way  as  to  assure  our  eternal  vigilance. 

A  much  greater  part  though  may  be 
accounted  for  by  the  simple  fact  that  a 
political  and  social  movement — an  apt  if 
mundane  characterization  of  Asian 
American  collective  action — inevitably 
develops  beyond  its  initial  thrusts.  And 
in  the  way,  perhaps,  that  a  romantic 
relationship  can  lift  itself  from  the  flat 
though  not  unpleasant  plane  of  first 
desire  and  exclusiveness,  to  where  the 
larger  world  assumes  new  meaning,  or 
perhaps  mean  for  the  first  time,  the 
Asian  American  who  has  reclaimed  a 
relationship  with  his/her  forebears, 
comes  to  love  them  in  another  sense  by 
embracing  their  history  of  valorous  deeds 
of  survival  in  this  most  difficult  republic 
as  his  own,  and  from  this  newfound 
intimacy  evolves  a  new  awareness  for 


REAL  ESTATE 


AVAILABLE  ELDERLY/HANDICAPPED  HOUSING 


The  Boston  Housing  Authority  currently  has,  or  will 
have  available  in  the  near  future,  apartments  for  occupancy 
in  the  following  complexes  for  the  elderly/handicapped: 


Mi  JfUtlll  (  Boston  Housing  Authority  ) 


Dorchester 

Annapolis 
Ashmont 
Codman 
Groveland 
John  Meade 
Pasciucco 
Jamaica  Plain 
Amory  Street 
Bickford  Street 


Summer  Street 

374  Ashmont  Street 

784  Washington  Street 

15  Mary  Moore  Beatty  Circle  (River  St.) 

5  Melville  Avenue 

330  Bowdoin  Street 


Telephone  #  298-7114 
Telephone  #  298-7114 
Telephone  #  323-1250 
Telephone  #  298-7114 
Telephone  #  298-7114 
Telephone  #  298-71 14 


125  Amory  Street 
80-90  Bickford  Street 
297-298  Center  Street 


Telephone  #  522-7654 
Telephone  #  445-8515 


Mattapan/Hyde  Park 

Davison  Street  101  Davison  Street 

Hassan  Apartments  705  River  Street 


Roxbury 

Holgate  Apartments  125  Elm  Hill  Avenue 

Walnut  Park  1990  Columbus  Avenue 

Warren  Towers  280  Martin  Luther  King  Boulevard 


Telephone  #  323-1250 
Telephone  #  323-1250 

Telephone  #  522-7654 
Telephone  #  522-7654 
Telephone  #  266-4464 


South  End 


Frederick  Douglas 
Hampton  House 
St.  Botolph 
Unity  Towers 
Washington  Manor 
Eva  White 


755  Tremont  Street 
155  Northampton  Street 
70  St.  Botolph  Street 
80  West  Dedham  Street 
1701  Washington  Street 
440  Tremont  Street 


Telephone  #  266-4464 
Telephone  #  266-4464 
Telephone  #  266-4464 
Telephone  #  266-2668 
Telephone  #  266-4464 
Telephone  #  266-4464 


You  (or  your  spouse)  must  be  62  years  of  age  or 
handicapped  to  qualify.  Maximum  annual  income  for  one 
(1)  person  is  $12,180  and  for  two  (2)  persons  it  is  $13,920. 

DON’T  WAIT!  Call  one  of  the  telephone  numbers  listed 
above  to  arrange  an  appointment  to  see  one  of  these  very 
attractive  apartments. 

For  general  information  regarding  BHA  housing  call 
451-1250,  Extension  360. 


All  BHA  apartments  are  offered  on  an  equal  housing 
opportunity  basis. 
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•  IH^ilfc  AH# $  12-900’  m 


-AZ-mMA'PVn  13-900  ° 


ffiSt  ’  1250  WS  Ext  360 

360  >  ff*tt£S»*#£TgCJ!'J  ° 


the  society  around  him  to  be  sure,  a  fuller 
appreciation  of  its  menacing  shadows 
but  also  a  renewed  appreciation  of  those 
causes  for  private  celebration. 

The  Asian  American  artist  thus  liber¬ 
ated  is  free  to  enlarge  his  her  vision  and 
confront  the  entire  constellation  of 
themes,  from  the  tightly  spun  realm  of 
private  concerns  to  the  continuing  strug¬ 
gle  of  his  her  people  for  human  rights  to 
even  the  very  vastness  of  questions  relat¬ 
ing  to  life  as  a  secular  and  religious 
phenomenon.  And,  in  truth,  this  inclina¬ 
tion  to  sort  out  the  various  entangle¬ 
ments  that  trouble  our  spirit  and  contri¬ 
bute  to  our  unease,  seem  a  peculiar  and 
natural  obsession  of  all  artists.  To  explore 
then,  the  broad  range  of  concerns  that 
make  modern  life  fitful,  as  well  as’  to 
maintain  a  committed  eye  to  the  constant 
struggle  of  Asian  Americans  against  the 
undwindling  shadow  of  racism,  is  as  an 
exciting  as  it  is  a  critical  challenge  to  the 
Asian  American  filmmaker,  and  one 
whose  harvest  this  reviewer,  at  least, 
eagerly  waits  to  espy  from  his  odd,  half- 
crouched  habit  of  sitting,  somewhere 
high  up  among  the  racks  of  balcony 

The  1983  AAIFF  reveals  that  for  the 
moment  filmmakers  are  preoccupied  with 
the  development  of  a  firm  narrative 
style.  Robert  Nakamura’s  FOOL’S 
DANCE,  Christine  Choy’s  FEI  TIEN, 
Michael  Uno’s  Oscar  nominee  SILENCE 
and  Cambridge-raised  Steve  Ning’s 
FRECKLED  RICE— all  possess  however 
loosely  a  plot,  that  timeless  ploy  of  story 
tellers  seeming  to  please  the  expectations 
of  the  most  difficult  audience.  Narrative 
in  its  elemental  form  implies  suspense 
and  involve  conflict,  qualities  that  almost 
alone  can  sustain  the  attentiveness  of  an 
audience — and  explains,  perhaps,  on  the 
one  hand,  the  persistent  popularity  of 
Charlie  Chan  and  Mr.  Moto  detective 
movies  on  late  night  television,  and,  on 
the  other,  the  pleasure  and  charm  offered, 
say,  by  the  1974  movie  JUDGE  DEE 
AND  THE  MONASTARY  MURDERS 
(a  mystery  set  in  7th  century  China  with 
an  all  Asian  cast  featuring  everyone 
from  Irene  Tsu  to  Mako  to  veteran  actors 
Keye  Luke  and  James  Hong,  also  oc¬ 
casionally  to  be  found  during  late  night 
channel  flips)  or  by  CHAN  IS  MISSING, 
which  is  first  and  foremost,  a  mystery  in 
need  of  a  solution.  The  Asian  American 
film  artist  in  an  ongoing  apprenticeship 
as  cinematic  story  teller  feels  right:  by 
developing  this  ability  to  reshape  into 
concrete  visual  images  and  give  narrative 
form  to  the  essential  plotlessness  of  life, 
the  artist  can  more  fully  engage  his 
unique  way  of  seeing  what  matters 
around  him,  thereby  clarifying  for  all  of 
us  as  well  some  of  the  knotty  dilemmas 
that  beset  our  plight  as  Asian  Americans 
in  this  chancy  but  not  altogether  calam¬ 
itous  world. 


*  The  Refused 

Continued  from  page  15 

equipped  to  deal  with  the  influx  of 
refugees. 

Wain  answers  many  questions  in  this 
book  and  raises  others,  such  as  What  is  a 
universally  acceptable  definition  of  a 
refugee;  Why  is  international  support  of 
refugees  so  limited;  How  can  the  lack  of 
cooperation  among  nations  in  general 
be  remedied.  He  is  not  afraid  to  lay  the 
blame  for  the  refugee  situation  in  Indo¬ 
china  in  several  quarters:  Vietnam,  be¬ 
cause  of  its  policy  of  coercion  and  expul¬ 
sion;  the  United  States,  because  of  its 
initial  faltering  response;  Japan,  for  its 
rigid  refusal  to  consider  admitting  re- 
fugees  because  of  racial  reasons;  the 
international  community  in  general  and 
the  United  Nations  in  particular,  for  a 
consistent  policy  of  “too  little,  too  late.” 
This  book  is  important  reading  in  an  age 
that  s  seen  the  creation  of  a  permanent 
class  of  people  in  the  world  known  as 
refugees. 


RESTAURANT 
FOR  SALE 
TAKE-OUT  STYLE 

Prime  location  in  the 
town  of  Malden.  Excel¬ 
lent  opportunity  to 
purchase  a  growing 
business. 

Call  322-91 15  between 
2  p.m.  and  6  p.m. 
weekdays  only. 
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Covering  Eastern  Massachusetts 


Stylish  Modem 
Apartments 


McNamara  House— 783-5490 

69  Holton  St.,  Allston 


Brockton  Commons— 584-2373 

55  City  Hall  Plaza,  Brockton 

Faxon  Commons— 472-6766 

1001  Southern  Artery,  Quincy 

Stone  Run  •  east— 331-2525 
8  Old  Stone  Way,  Weymouth 
Weymouth  Commons/east— 335-4773 
66  Rockway  Ave..  Weymouth 
Academy  Building  Apartments— 674-1111 
102  South  Main  St.,  Fall  River 


Lincoln  School  Apartments— 749-8677 

86  Central  St.,  Hingham 

Hanover  Legion  Elderly  Apartments— 871-3049 

Spring  St.,  Hanover 

Stratton  Hill  Park— 852-0060 

161  W.  Mountain  St.,  Worcester 


Saugus  Commons— 233-8477 

21  Newhall  Ave..  Saugus 

Andover  Commons— 470-2611 

30  Railroad  St. 

Andover 


Open 
!  Daily 

10-6  PM. 

No  Pets  Please 


EQUAL  HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


Managed  by  John  M.  Corcoran  &  Co. 
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LUNCHEON  -  DINNER  -  COCKTAILS 
Delicious  Chinos*  &  American  Foods 
ORDERS  PUT  UP  TO  TAKE  OUT 
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